
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-20006-6 — The Making of Revolutionary Feminism in El Salvador
Diana Carolina Sierra Becerra
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

265

Page numbers in italics refer to �gures.

abortion, 34, 38, 43, 130–131,  
198

Agencia Nacional de Servicios 
Especiales (ANSESAL), 76

AGEUS. See Asociación General de 
Estudiantes Universitarios 
Salvadoreños

agrarian reform, 25, 197
air force, Salvadoran, 107
Alianza Republicana Nacionalista 

(ARENA), 26, 199, 221
Alliance for Progress, 9, 75
Alliance for Prosperity, 201
alliances, peasant–worker, 4, 11

ANDES and UTC, 61
Bloque Popular Revolucionario (BPR), 

19, 59
FPL’s commitment to, 83, 84

ANDES 21 de Junio. See Asociación 
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armed struggle
and feminist goals, 35. 
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and FPL rupture, 183–186
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postwar discussion of, 214
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formation of, 97–98
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martial law and suspension of 
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219–222
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alliances. See alliances, peasant–worker
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gendered lives of, 16
as mariposas insurgentes, 27
organizing by, 92
seasonal labor, 86
urban women compared with. See 

urban-rural divide
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alliances. See alliances, peasant–worker
in BPR, 59
Comité de Memoria Histórica de 

Sobrevivientes de Arcatao, 192–196
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generational differences among, 

210–211, 213–214, 215–216
land inequalities, 2n4, 86
organizing by, 18, 61, 85–93, 194,  

207–213. See also Unión 
de Trabajadores del Campo

rural cooperatives, 67, 85
self-governance. See councils of local 

popular power
working conditions, 2, 86–87, 90

campus repression, 59–60
capitalism

critiques by Kali Akuno, 14
and feminism, 17, 23, 43, 177, 180, 

182–183
FPL’s goals toward ending exploitation 

of, 82
reproductive labor under, 109
and US interests in Central America, 4–5

Carter administration, 13, 104
Catholicism. See also liberation theology

and abortion, 130–131
and Marxism, 11, 94, 239
and revolutionary martyrdom, 205

CEB. See comunidades eclesiales de base
Central America

Central American Woman, Violence and 
War conference, 186–188

Cold War in, 8–13
feminist theory in, 44–45
gangs in, 201–202
income inequality, reduction of, 200
migration, 228, 230–232, 234–236
US war in, 4–8, 75–76, 231
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AMES in, 148, 160
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campesino movement in, 88
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Centro de Formación “Mártires del 

Sumpul,” 208
FMLN camps in, 110
FPL in, 92–93, 124–125, 160

AMES (cont.)

www.cambridge.org/9781009200066
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-20006-6 — The Making of Revolutionary Feminism in El Salvador
Diana Carolina Sierra Becerra
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Index 267

massacres identi�ed in, 207
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postwar, 198
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and women’s transformation, 64, 105
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13–16
Jakarta method, 13

collective trauma, 202–207
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feminist analysis of the revolution, 

192–195, 213–219
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martyrs’ sanctuary, 206–207
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surviving trauma, 203–207
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campus repression

Communist Party of Indonesia, 13
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documentary, Las Compas, 142–146
love and solidarity between, 108, 

117–118, 124, 140–142
men’s transformation, 216–217
self-con�dence gained through, 92
terms’ usage, 1

compañerismo (camaraderie), 169, 210
comunidades eclesiales de base (CEB), 

88–90, 194
catechists – Celina Velásquez, 89–90, 122
Priest Miguel Ventura, 88
Priest Rogelio Ponselee, 8
Priest Rutilio Grande, 88, 103

Coordinadora Revolucionaria de Masas 
(CRM), 103, 241

Costa Rica
AMES work with, 22, 150
feminists in, 186
refugee camps in, 150, 157, 172

councils of local popular power (PPLs). 
See poderes populares locales

counterinsurgency, 6, 7, 8, 13, 201
role of Western Hemisphere Institute for 

Security Cooperation, 8
COVID pandemic, 220
Cuba

foquista strategy, 10, 83
FPL aid, 11
Revolution, 8, 10, 75
Soviet support of, 9
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movements, 10, 12
US interests in, 5
women’s organizing in, 177

death squads, 3, 9, 12, 25, 228. 
See also Organización 

Democrática Nacionalista

against Christian base communities, 89
founder, Roberto D’Aubuisson, 75
Romero assassination, 104
against striking workers, 74–75, 77
US roots of, 75–76
women as victims of, 100–101

Democratic Convergence (electoral 
coalition), 39

documentary �lms
La mujer en la revolución, 142–146
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¿Porque nos organizamos?, 213
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domestic labor. See reproductive labor, 
gendered division of

domestic violence, 29, 141, 171–173, 195, 
211, 217

economic sanctions, 6
education

campesinas’ limited, 2, 86, 120
historical erasure in, 229
postwar, 198
public education reforms, 67
urban women’s levels of, 120, 121
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21, 22, 30, 37, 114

founding of, 85
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medics, 130, 131, 132
sexual violence within, 141
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elderly, 118, 120, 161, 171, 199
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Bukele’s win in 2024, 221–222
FLMN’s wins in 2009 and 2014, 37, 

199–200
fraudulent, 77, 78, 91, 93, 96
Mauricio Funes, 199
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right-wing wins, 26
Salvador Sánchez Cerén, 199

electoral parties
openings for, in the mid-1960s, 67
postwar, 25–26, 197

exiles, Salvadoran, 41, 45
in AMES chapters, 158
collaboration of, 150
Tula and Salvador, 81–82

FAL. See Fuerzas Armadas de Liberación
families. See also mothers

hierarchies within, 23
love and solidarity of, 108
marital rape, 171–173
sexism of fathers and husbands, 

2, 18, 23, 85, 89–90, 102, 
168–170, 215

FAPU. See Frente de Acción Popular 
Uni�cada

Farabundo Martí National Liberation 
Front. See Frente Farabundo Martí 
para la Liberación Nacional

FDR. See Frente Democrático 
Revolucionario

FECCAS. See Federación Cristiana 
de Campesinos de El Salvador

Federación Cristiana de Campesinos de El 
Salvador (FECCAS), 74, 91, 93, 94, 
97n190, 100

Federación de Trabajadores del Campo 
(FTC), 100

Federación Unitaria Sindical de El Salvador 
(FUSS), 73, 74

feminism. See also revolutionary feminism
Cold War binaries, 14
de�ned, 17n66
European, 179
vs “feminine” demands, 175
FMLN documentaries on gender 

equality, 142–146
imperialist frameworks of, 42
postwar rise of, 33–51
and the revolutionary left, 50–51, 150
Salvadoran, prior to 1960s, 41
in the US, 42–45, 178, 244
wave model, 43–44

FMLN. See Frente Farabundo Martí para 
la Liberación Nacional

FPL. See Fuerzas Populares de Liberación
free trade policies, 200–201
Frente de Acción Popular Uni�cada 

(FAPU), 54, 85
Frente de Unidad Popular (FUP), 73
Frente Democrático Revolucionario (FDR), 

4, 4n8, 54, 125
Frente Farabundo Martí para la 

Liberación Nacional (FMLN), 3, 
10, 21, 30, 55

coalition, FLMN-FDR, 4n8
as an electoral party, 34, 37–38, 197, 

199–200, 221, 242
�lm collective’s documentaries, 142–146
formation of, 54, 105, 113
gender equality initiatives as electoral 

party, 200
gender politics, 25, 39, 46–47, 111–113
gender politics, responses to, 34–40, 46
healthcare provided to combatants, 
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hierarchical structure of, 114
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historical �gure, Farabundo Martí, 65, 
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platoons, 114
reproductive choices under, 128–132
sexual and ethical conduct within, 

139–142, 217–119
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strength of, 25, 160
women as key players in, 114–115, 125, 

156
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Fuerzas Armadas de Liberación (FAL), 85
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10–12, 20, 21, 61
AMES founded by, 148–149, 156–159
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180–183
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Campo Rebelde (newspaper), 96
Comisión Política, 183–184
Compañera (newspaper), 95
comrades, 1980s (photo), 113

and councils of local power, 162, 163

Domitila’s participation, 102, 123, 140
Estrella Roja (newspaper), 82–83, 94
in FMLN coalition, 156
founding of, 81
gender politics of, 156
protracted people’s war, 84
health workers, 127

insurrectionary strategy, 36
Mélida’s leadership in, 79–81
and militia development, 101
military victories, 161
as a political-military organization, 

62–63, 238–239
rural people in, 92–96
theories and goals, 82–84
and Vietnam, 6, 11, 23, 84
Vietnamese in�uence, Vo Nguyen Giap, 

11, 84
women’s participation in, 3, 21–22, 30, 

57–58, 94–96
Fundabril archive, 239

gangs
Bukele’s negotiations with, 26, 220, 229
Mara Salvatrucha 13, 220
recruitment of, 211
rise of, 201–202

gender diversity, 34, 108n3
gender equality

FLMN women on, 46–47, 142–147
peace agreements’ neglect of, 25, 37, 198
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164–165, 181–182
in the workplace, 43

gender relations, 32, 107–109, 132–142, 
169–170

gender-based violence, 38, 201, 218
gendered analysis, 16–17, 40, 165. 

See also revolutionary feminism
gendered division of labor. See reproductive 

labor, gendered division of
gendered language, 31
gendered revolutionary bridges, 46
genocide, 7, 231
Global South, 13, 16, 48, 172, 175, 242, 

244
Guatemala

Alianza Femenina Guatemalteca, 152
Comité de Unidad Campesina (CUC), 7
Ester de Urrutia, 153
feminists in, 187
First Lady María Vilanova de Árbenz, 

153
gangs in, 201–202
Guatemalan Worker’s Party, 152
José Efraín Ríos Montt, genocidaire, 7
migrants from, 231–232
President Jacobo Árbenz, 153
Tula Alvarenga’s exile in, 81, 152–153
US proxy wars in, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 118

guerrilla camps
gendered labor in, 21–22, 46, 119–123
local governance within, 161–163
relationships and sexuality in, 107–109, 

132–142
guerrilleras. See also revolutionary  

women
and menstruation, 108, 123–126
postwar limited gains of, 198
relationships and sexuality, 32, 107–109, 

132–142
reproductive choices of, 128–132

Guevara, Ernesto Che, 10, 82, 83, 153

healthcare
clinics for women’s needs, 165
FMLN’s provision of, 125–126
peace accords’ neglect of women’s, 198
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historical memory, 192–195
among migrants, 230–232
erasure of, under Bukele, 223–226, 229
intergenerational, 211–213

homicides, 201, 211, 220
Honduras

feminists, 186
refugees, 118, 122, 196, 223
US counterinsurgency programs in, 118

human rights abuses
under Bukele, 219
against children, 174
historical erasure of, 38
by ORDEN, 97

human rights workers, 197
organization, Cristosal, 219

immigration, 29, 200–201, 228,  
234–236

Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
231, 235

incarceration, 81, 219, 223–225
Indigenous and mixed-race persons

displacement and insurrection, 64
in Guatemala, 7, 231
women’s inequalities, 145

insurgency, 14
lessons of, 238–245
punishments for supporting, 24
rank-and-�le’s importance to, 20
recruits to the, 116
success of, 25
US counterinsurgency techniques, 6, 8

insurgent butter�ies. See mariposas 

insurgentes

insurgent women. See guerrilleras
insurrection of 1932, 64–65, 81, 103, 105, 

152, 159
role of Julia Mojica, 65, 81, 152

international aid workers, 118
international solidarity

menstrual products donated, 125
Salvadoran migrants’ role in 

coordinating, 197
women’s participation in, 96
women’s solidarity in United Kingdom, 

125
intersectionality, 41, 43, 44

Kennedy administration, 9, 75
Kissinger, Henry, 5n14, 6

labor organizing, 11
and the 1932 insurrection, 65
in the 1960s to early 1970s, 18–20, 64
and AMES, 159
for ANDES, 59
ARIS Glove occupation, 32–33
FPL recruiting from, 11
Tula Alvarenga’s work in, 152

labor unions, 11, 67. See also speci�c 

unions

land
and the export economy, 64
land occupations, 98, 100
Land Transfer Program, 197
repopulation of, 196–197
structural inequalities, 86
types of land tenure, 2n4

Latin America
Cold War in, 8–13
feminism in, 17, 44–45, 176
migration, 228–229

leftist movements
New Left, 10
sexism within, 18, 36–37
and state repression and corruption, 77
women of, 17, 176–180

Lenin, Vladimir, 63. See also 
Marxist–Leninism

liberalism, 14, 48
liberation theology, 88–89, 94

feminist critique of Paul the apostle, 
89–90

Ligas Populares 28 de Febrero (LP-28), 
54, 85

literacy, 120, 162, 174, 209
LP-28. See Ligas Populares 28 de Febrero

Maoism, 11, 83, 84, 98
mariposas insurgentes (insurgent 

butter�ies), 27, 55–56, 226–227, 
244–245

in�uence of Gabriel García Márquez, 
235, 244

martial law, 26, 213
Marxism

AMES’ reformulation of, 24,  
167, 181

and Catholicism, 11, 94, 239
dialectical frameworks, 17
varied interpretations of, 114
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Marxist–Leninism
democratic centralism, 36
feminist critiques of, 35
of the FMLN, 156
of the FPL, 4, 11, 62, 63, 83–84, 156, 

239
mass organizations, 52, 54, 63

in the 1960s and 1970s, 60–61
and cadre organizations, contributions 

of, 238–243
democratic mass organizing, 63
FPL’s mass organizing, 79
lucha reivindicativa (struggle for 

immediate demands), 60
uniting of, to form BPR, 97

maternity leave, 73
Mayan people, 7, 230, 231
medicinal histories, 236–238
menstruation, 108–109
mental health, 202–207
MERS. See Movimiento Estudiantil 

Revolucionario de Secundaria
Metropolitan Cathedral of San Salvador, 

59
Mexico City, 158, 177, 186
migrants, Central American, 29, 227–228, 

230–232, 234–236
military regime, Salvadoran, 3, 9

and the 1932 massacre, 64–65
death squads of, 75
electoral fraud of, 78, 96
of Osorio, 65
political openings of the mid-1960s, 

67–68
US funding, 25, 118

Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC), 200

Minister of Education, Salvadoran, 68, 
69–71

monogamy, 133–138
Morazán department, 88, 110, 114, 121
mothers. See also childcare

AMES work with, 173–175
con�icts of, 132
FPL on, 95

Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionario 
(MIR), 177

Movimiento de Liberación Popular (MLP), 
54, 85

Movimiento Estudiantil Revolucionario 
de Secundaria (MERS), 97n190

Museo de la Palabra y la Imagen (MUPI), 
29–30, 223, 234

cultural worker, Teresa Cruz, 223, 
236–237

Museo de Memoria Histórica de Arcatao, 
207–213

National Guard, Salvadoran, 65, 75, 97, 
99, 116

dissolution of, 197
La Cayetana massacre, 90
women tortured by, 100

National Police, Salvadoran, 74
neoliberalism, 26, 37, 199–201, 243–244
New Left, 10
Nicaragua, 12, 22, 42

AMES international chapter’s closure 
in, 186

contras (counterrevolutionaries), 6, 12
feminists in, 187
Managua, 158, 173, 184
refugee camps in, 118, 150, 157, 

172–173
Somoza dictatorship, 6
US counterinsurgency in, 118
women’s organizing in, 177

Nonaligned Movement, 13
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), 38
nonpro�t industrial complex (NPIC), 50

Obama administration, 200, 231
oligarchy, 2, 3, 82, 99, 156, 196,  

229, 241
One Hundred Years of Solitude (García 

Márquez), 235, 244
oral histories

author’s overview of, 28–33
and gendered language, 31–32
sexual norms revealed through, 136, 

140–142
ORDEN. See Organización Democrática 

Nacionalista

orejas (“ears”), 75
Organización Democrática Nacionalista 

(ORDEN), 74, 97

Partido Comunista de El Salvador (PCS), 9, 
41, 82, 135, 154, 155

member, Yamilet, 39
Partido de Conciliación Nacional (PCN), 

66, 67
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Partido Democrático Cristiano (PDC), 67, 
68, 74, 78, 94, 239

Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores 
Centro Americanos (PRTC), 85

patriarchy
persistence of in postwar period, 47–48
and revolutionary feminism, 17, 18, 23, 

177, 180
women’s break with, in the 1960s and 

1970s, 21, 64
PCN. See Partido de Conciliación Nacional
PCS. See Partido Comunista de El Salvador
PDC. See Partido Democrático Cristiano
Pioneer Valley Workers Center, 232
poderes populares locales (PPLs), 22–23, 

148
AMES work with, 161–171
lessons of, 243
postwar discussion of, 215–216

political education, 139, 165–171, 209, 230
political participation of women

AMES’s support of, 23, 150, 164–167, 
182

documentaries on, 142–146, 169
increased, in the mid-1960s, 67
postwar, 193–194, 198
state violence’s effect on, 78

political-military organizations, 52, 62, 63, 
238–243

popular intellectuals, 16, 20, 93
population control, 172
postwar era

addressing collective trauma, 192–196, 
202–207

creation of the Museo de Memoria 
Histórica de Arcatao, 207–211

feminist analysis of the revolution, 
192–196, 213–219

historical overview, 196–202
militarization under Bukele, 219–225
neoliberalism, 199–201

poverty, 38, 85–86, 200
PPLs. See councils of local popular power
pregnancy, 128, 131–132
press, Bukele’s crackdown on, 220
privatization, 199
PRTC. See Partido Revolucionario de los 

Trabajadores Centro Americanos
public workers, teachers as, 19, 61, 65, 

68, 105
Public–Private Partnership reform (P3), 200

Radio Farabundo Martí, 124, 210
radio schools, 85
Radio Venceremos, 8, 28, 30, 107–108, 

121, 210
rank-and-�le, 20, 82
rank-and-�le women

absent from archival histories, 33
of ANDES, 32
in FPL, 80–81
and oral history’s importance, 30–33
strategic role of, 17, 47, 62, 63

rape and sexual violence, 3, 8, 22, 25
AMES education on, 171–173
FMLN’s handling of, 139–142, 217–219
by state forces, 16, 111, 138–139, 173, 

217, 228
Reagan, Ronald, 5, 6, 7
Reagan administration, 5
reformism, 84, 240
refugees, Salvadoran, 118, 122, 150, 157, 

167, 172–173, 196
regional juntas, 162
reproductive labor, gendered division of, 2, 

21–22, 24, 85
AMES on, 180
collectivization of childcare, 173–175
collectivization of food production, 

122–123
collectivization of traditional women’s 

work, 43
cooking and food preparation, 119–123, 

194
de�ned, 109
food collections, 165
in guerrilla camps, 109–113, 119–123
postwar, 192–193, 198

reproductive rights
as a feminist issue, 43
FMLN position on, 128–130
postwar, 198
US organizations supporting, 178

Reproductive Rights National Network, 
178

Resistencia Nacional (RN), 35, 85
revolution

de�ned, 82–83
lessons of, 238–245

revolutionaries in El Salvador
Adelina Carranza, 101
Adriana Reyes, 101
Aida Cañas, 186
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María Teresa Hernández, 159
Mariana (Ana Medina), Comandante, 114
Marina Manzanares (mariposa), 28n90
Marisol (immigrant rights activist), 231
Marvin (urban journalist), 122
Mélida Anaya Montes, 11, 19, 20, 21

AMES participation, 158
as ANDES secretary general, 61
as BPR secretary general, 62, 97, 241
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leadership role as an exception, 32
portrait, 80

sexist attacks of, 77
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Histórica de Sobrevivientes de 
Arcatao, 194–195, 196, 204–207

early years of poverty, 86, 87
organizing background, 90, 159, 

215–216
Ru�na Amaya, 7, 8, 30
Salvador Cayetano Carpio (Marcial), 10, 

11, 21, 83, 153, 155, 180
background, 81

murder charges and suicide, 183–185
Saúl Santiago Contreras, 74
Sebastián, 134
Scha�k Hándal, 9
Teresa Cruz, 223, 236
Tomasa López Rivera, 192, 196, 203
Tula Alvarenga, 1, 11, 41, 186, 232

AMES founding, 157
Communist organizing and exile, 

81–82, 152–155
early years, 150–152
FPL departure, 184
FPL years, 155

Valentín, Comandante, 79
Vergelina Vásquez de Orellana (Maritza), 

131, 132
Virginia Peña Mendoza, Comandante 

(Chana or Susana), 33, 232–233
portrait, 234

revolutionary feminism
AMES women on, 160–161, 180–183
autonomía (autonomy) approach, 34, 49
Central American women’s workshop 

exploring, 186–188
centrality of, 16–21
doble militancia (double militancy) 

approach, 34
and double oppression, 40
in Latin America, 176–180
lessons of, 242–245
organizing principles, 21–24
peace accord’s neglect of, 25, 37
praxis emerging from AMES 

organizing, 150
rise of, 33–51

revolutionary mass fronts, 52, 54, 55, 62, 
63, 96–101, 240–242

revolutionary praxis, 178n133
de�ned, 17n66
of radical women, 18, 21

revolutionary women. See also guerrilleras
Cold War paradigms of, 15–16
oral histories of, 28–33
organizing by. See women’s organizing
postwar opportunities of, 46–47

RN. See Resistencia Nacional

Salvadoran Legislative Assembly, 86
San Vicente department, 90
Sandinistas, 6, 9, 28, 42, 184
School of the Americas (SOA), 8
scorched-earth campaigns, 6, 23, 118

revolutionaries in El Salvador (cont.)
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self-defense, 102
self-esteem, 92, 168, 193, 230
self-governance, 22, 162, 163. See also 

councils of local popular power
sex education, 128–129, 171–175
sexism. See also patriarchy; reproductive 

labor, gendered division of
in archival histories, 32–33
double sexual standards, 132–138
familial, 2, 18, 23, 85, 89–90, 102, 

168–170, 214–216
FPL on, 96
within leftist movements, 18
and marital rape, 171–173
wage inequality, 87
and women’s organizing, 169–170

sexual assault. See rape and sexual violence
sexual harassment

of campesinas, 87
by comandantes, 141–142
of teachers, 19, 66–67, 69–72, 76
women organizing over, 39
in the workplace, 151

sexual objecti�cation, 143
sexual orientation and liberation, 109n4, 

179, 198, 201, 244
Sistema Radio Venceremos documentaries, 

142–146
slum residents, 59
social media, 220
Soviet Union. See also Communist parties, 

Soviet-aligned
and the Cold War in Latin America, 

9–13
Tula and Salvador in�uenced by, 82

Spanish language, gendered pronouns of, 31
state violence, 18, 20, 28, 50. See also rape 

and sexual violence, by state forces
and the 1932 insurrection, 65
AMES’ denunciation of, 23, 174
and BPR’s formation, 62
decapitation, 8, 173
detentions, arbitrary, 219, 229
disappeared, 3, 25, 74, 100, 228
documentation of, 208, 210
Dos Erres village massacre, 7
effect on guerrilla structures, 36, 63
effect on romantic relationships, 

132–135
La Cayetana massacre, 90
at La Pita del Canton el Puente, 101
Law of Public Order, 97

and leftist radicalization, 77
legacy of, 228–229
rape of civilians, 138–139
and recruitment, 117
and the rise of gangs, 201–202
and the rise of militias, 101
at Romero funeral, 104
against striking workers, 74–76
against student demonstrators (AGEUS), 

99–100
Sumpul massacre, 104, 208
surveillance, 75, 220
torture, 3, 25, 78, 152, 173, 228
against Tula, 152

strikes
CRM general strike, 1980, 103, 241
general and union, 1967–1972, 72–74
lessons of, 241
teachers, 19, 60, 61, 67, 68–77, 159

students
in BPR, 59
FPL’s recruiting of, 11
massacre of demonstrators, 99–100
organizing by, in the 1960s and early 

1970s, 18, 74
strikes, 73

teachers. See also Asociación Nacional de 
Educadores Salvadoreños

in BPR, 59
gendered obstacles of, 18
in the New Left, 10
pension plans, 68, 70, 73
sexual harassment, 19, 66, 69–72, 76
strikes, 19, 60, 61, 67, 68–77, 159
transferring, as intimidation, 69–71
wages, 65, 73
working conditions, 61, 65–68

terrorism, 6, 26, 64
testimonial literature, 30n97, 35
trabajo de masas (mass work). See mass 

organizations
trauma, collective, 202–207, 232,  

237–238
Trump administration, 231

UDN. See Unión Democrática Nacionalista
UN. See United Nations
undocumented immigration status, 29, 

232, 235
Unión de Pobladores de Tugurios (UPT), 

97n190
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Unión de Trabajadores del Campo (UTC), 
3, 24, 57, 61, 85, 240

founding and early years, 90–93
merger of, 97n190, 100
women’s participation in, 61

Unión Democrática Nacionalista (UDN), 
54, 85

Unión Nacional Opositora (UNO), 78
unions. See labor unions; speci�c unions

United Nations (UN)
Decade of Women (1975–85), 176
Development Program, 201
International Women’s Year, 16
Truth Commission, 12, 141, 217, 228

United States
Agency for International Development 

(USAID), 76
in Central America, 4–13, 75–76, 231
CIA, 76, 184
delusion about, 229
Department of Defense, 227, 228
embassy, 70, 74, 101
FPL’s goals toward ending dependence 

on, 82
Kamala Harris, 232
immigration in, 227–228, 230–232, 234
Iran-contra, 6
Jakarta method or anti-communist 

extermination campaigns in 
Indonesia, 13

Long Island, 234–235
neoliberal policies, 200–201
nonpro�t industrial complex, 50
racism in, 234–235
role in forming death squads, 75
Salvadoran aid, 3, 9, 10, 25, 29, 104, 

117, 118, 156
State Department, 76, 97

United States progressives and 
organizations

AMES work with, 150
Black communists, 44
Black Panther Party, 37n117
Black women and women of color, 

43–44
Claudia Jones, 44
feminism in, 42–45, 244
Mujeres Unidas y Activas (MUA), 230
and revolutionary feminism, 17, 177
sistering relationships in, 197
socialist-feminist organizations, 177–179
Third World Women’s Alliance, 44

Women’s International Resource 
Exchange (WIRE), 125, 177

WIRE member Bobbye Ortiz, 
177–178

women’s support for insurgent 
women, 125

Young Lords Party, 44
Universitarios Revolucionarios 19 de Julio 

(UR-19), 97n190
unpaid domestic labor. See reproductive 

labor, gendered division of
urban-rural divide

in guerrilla camps, 121–122
and reproductive choices, 129
and sexuality, 135–138

vanguard parties, 63, 83, 171,  
239–240

white supremacy, 43
Women’s International Year (1975), 176
Women’s Organizations, 1, 5. See also 

speci�c organizations

Cold War paradigms of, 15–16
FPL’s building of, 11
largest group in El Salvador, 84
leadership, 32, 47
menstrual products donated by, 125
organizational forms, 52

split from FMLN, 35
Women’s Organizations in El Salvador

Asociación de Mujeres Progresistas 
de El Salvador (AMPES), 39, 40

Asociación de Mujeres Salvadoreñas 
(ASMUSA), 40

Asociación Movimiento de Mujeres 
Mélida Anaya Montes (Las 
Mélidas), 40, 189, 191n188

Asociación Mujer Salvadoreña (AMS), 
142n145

Comité de Madres y Familiares 
de Detenidos y Desaparecidos 
y Asesinados Políticos de 
El Salvador, 45

Comité Unitario de Mujeres 
Salvadoreñas (CUMS), 142n145

Coordinadora Nacional de la Mujer 
Salvadoreña (CONAMUS), 199n14

Fraternidad de Mujeres Salvadoreñas 
(FMS), 41, 82, 154–155

Mujeres por la Dignidad y la Vida 
(Las Dignas), 34–35
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Organización de Mujeres Salvadoreñas 
por la Paz (ORMUSA), 39, 40

Unión de Mujeres Salvadoreñas para la 
Liberación, Mélida Anaya Montes 
(UMS), 187

women’s organizing, 11, 240
in the 1960s and 1970s, 60–106
and AMES, 150, 158, 164–171
development of, 18–21
and feminism, 40–51
in the FPL, 94–96
generational differences in, 166
in the guerrilla territories, 21–24
Latin American and Caribbean Feminist 

Gathering (IV, Guerrero, Mexico), 
186–188

postwar discussion on, 193–195
three organizational forms, 52, 63
wartime, 35, 39
Women’s International Democratic 

Federation (WIDF), 15, 177
women’s suffrage, 41, 43
worker-peasant alliances. See alliances, 

peasant–worker

working-class
in BPR, 59
building organizations for, 11
organizing by, in the 1960s and early 

1970s, 18
solidarity with teachers’ strikes, 72–74

working-class women
AMES on, 181
and feminism, 42, 43
FPL on, 95
gendered lives of, 16, 23–24
organizing, 157, 159

youth
and documentary, Porque nos 

organizamos?, 213
in guerrilla camps, 115–116, 166
in Kolectivo San Jacinto, 213
memories of the revolutionary past, 

211–213
military targeting of, 174
movement, 168
and sexuality, 129
victims of martial law, 26
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