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Outrage in the Age of Reform

In the 1830s, as Britain navigated political reform to stave off instability

and social unrest, Ireland became increasingly inûuential in determining

British politics. This book is the ûrst to chart the importance that Irish

agrarian violence – instances of which were known as ‘outrages’ – played

in shaping how the ‘decade of reform’ unfolded. It argues that while

Whig politicians attempted to incorporate Ireland fully into the political

union to address long-standing grievances, Conservative politicians and

media outlets focussed on Irish outrages to stymie political change. Jay

R. Roszman brings to light the ways that a wing of the Conservative

Party, which includedmany Anglo-Irish, set Irish violence in the context

of a wider imperial framework, stressing the ways in which outrages

threatened the Union and with it the wider empire. Using underutilised

sources, the book also reassesses the ways in which Irish people inter-

preted ‘everyday’ agrarian violence in pre-Famine society, suggesting

that many people perpetuated outrages to assert popularly conceived

notions of justice against the imposition of British sovereignty.

Jay R. Roszman completed his PhD in History at Carnegie Mellon

University, for which he was awarded the Adele Dalsimer Prize for

Distinguished Dissertation from the American Conference of Irish

Studies. He has published articles in Historical Journal and Historical

Research. He was appointed Lecturer in Nineteenth-Century Irish and

British History at University College Cork in 2018. A native Vermonter,

Jay earned his MA in Irish Studies at Queen’s University Belfast and his

BA in History and Political Science at Gettysburg College. He lives in

Cork with his wife and daughter.
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‘Modern British Histories’ publishes original research monographs

drawn from the full spectrum of a large and lively community of

modern historians of Britain. Its goal is to keep metropolitan and

national histories of Britain fresh and vital in an intellectual

atmosphere increasingly attuned to, and enriched by, the

transnational, the international and the comparative. It will include

books that focus on British histories within the UK and that tackle the

subject of Britain and the world inside and outside the boundaries of

formal empire from 1750 to the present. An indicative – not exclusive –

list of approaches and topics that the series welcomes includes material

culture studies, modern intellectual history, gender, race and class

histories, histories of modern science and histories of British capitalism

within a global framework. Open and wide-ranging, the series will

publish books by authoritative scholars, at all stages of their career,

with something genuinely new to say.
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