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Gerard Manley Hopkins was one of the most innovative British poets
of the nineteenth century. This book provides an authoritative guide
to the ideas and influences shaping Hopkins’s life and writing.
Consisting of thirty-eight essays by leading scholars, the book covers
topics that have long attracted scholarly attention while also respond-
ing to recent critical trends. It considers Hopkins’s formal innov-
ations alongside his theological and philosophical ideas. Chapters
examine his Victorian aesthetic and cultural contexts as well as the
significance of his ecological imagination and response to environ-
mental degradation. Hopkins’s poetry was not widely known until
the 1930s, and the book closes by discussing the distinctive nature of
its reception and influence. Informed by new research but accessibly
written, the essays enable a fresh engagement with the originality of
Hopkins’s writing and thought.

MARTIN DUBOIS is Associate Professor in the Department of English
Studies at Durham University. His book Gerard Manley Hopkins and
the Poetry of Religious Experience was published by Cambridge
University Press in 2017. He is the author of the chapter on

Hopkins in The Oxford Handbook of Victorian Poetry (2013).
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at Birkbeck, University of London.
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editor of the Oxford Handbook of Yeats (Oxford University Press, 2023).
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and the Song of Songs (Ohio State University Press, 2024), as well as a co-
editor of Queer Victorian Families: Curious Relations in Literature
(Routledge, 2015). Her articles have appeared in such journals as
Literature and Theology, Religion and Literature, Victorian Literature
and Culture, Victorian Poetry, and QED: A Journal in GLBTQ
Worldmaking. She also has essays in The Routledge Companion to
Victorian Literature (Routledge, 2020) and The Routledge Companion
to Literature and Religion (Routledge, 2016).

MARTIN DUBOIS is Associate Professor in the Department of English
Studies at Durham University. His book Gerard Manley Hopkins and
the Poetry of Religious Experience appeared from Cambridge University
Press in 2017. He is the author of several essays on Victorian poetry, and
of the chapter on Hopkins in 7he Oxford Handbook of Victorian Poetry.

PHILIP ENDEAN, SJ, was a theologian working at Heythrop College,
London, at Campion Hall, Oxford, at Boston College, and at the
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the University of Chicago. Her books include Conversing in Verse:
Conversation in  Nineteenth-Century English  Poetry (Cambridge
University Press, 2022), Poetry and the Thought of Song in Nineteenth-
Century Britain (University of Virginia Press, 2015), Poetry and the Pre-
Raphaelite Arts (Yale University Press, 2008), Rural Scenes and National
Representation, Britain 1815—1850 (Princeton University Press, 1997), and
Ruskin and the Art of the Beholder (Harvard University Press, 1982). She
is also a co-author of The Woman Question: Society and Literature in
Britain and America, 1837-1883 (Garland, 1983, 1989), and a consulting
editor of the journal Critical Inquiry.

SEAN HEWITT is Assistant Professor in Literary Practice at Trinity College
Dublin. His books include two poetry collections, Tongues of Fire
(Jonathan Cape, 2020) and Rapture’s Road (Jonathan Cape, 2024);
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monograph /. M. Synge: Nature, Politics, Modernism (Oxford University
Press, 2021). He was awarded the Rooney Prize for Irish Literature in
2022, and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

LESLEY HIGGINS, Professor of English at York University, is the author of
The Modernist Cult of Ugliness: Aesthetics and Gender Politics, and a co-
editor of Walter Pater: Transparencies of Desire and Victorian Aesthetic
Conditions: Pater across the Arts. She is a co-general editor of The
Collected Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins (Oxford University Press),
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2015) and his Oxford Essays (Oxford University Press, 2006), and co-
edited the Dublin Notebook (Oxford University Press, 2014). She is also
a co-general editor of The Collected Works of Walter Pater (Oxford
University Press). Most recently, she and Marie-Christine Leps pub-
lished Heterotopic World Fiction: Thinking Beyond Biopolitics with Woolf,
Foucault, Ondaatje (Academic Studies Press, 2022).

ANDREW HODGSON is Senior Lecturer in Poetry at the University of
Birmingham. He is the author of The Poetry of Clare, Hopkins, Thomas,
and Gurney (Springer, 2020) and The Cambridge Guide to Reading Poetry
(Cambridge University Press, 2021). He is currently editing Percy
Bysshe Shelley’s letters.

MICHAEL D. HURLEY is Professor of Literature and Theology, and
a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He works on literary form
and style, and literature’s interrelations with philosophy and theology,
and he is the author of Angels and Monotheism (Cambridge University
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Press, forthcoming), Faith in Poetry: Verse Style as a Mode of Religious
Belief (Bloomsbury, 2017), G. K. Chesterton (Northcote House/British
Council, 2012), and, with Michael O’Neill, Poetic Form (Cambridge
University Press, 2012). He is also the editor of the Penguin Classics
edition of The Complete Father Brown Stories and, with Marcus Waithe,
a co-editor of Thinking through Style: Non-fiction Prose of the Long
Nineteenth Century (Oxford University Press, 2018).

JOSHUA KING is Professor of English at Baylor University, where he also
directs the Environmental Humanities Minor. He is the author of
Imagined Spiritual Communities in Britain’s Age of Print (Ohio State
University Press, 2015) and a co-editor, with Winter Jade Werner, of
Constructing Nineteenth-Century Religion: Literary, Historical, and
Religious Studies in Dialogue (Ohio State University Press, 2019). He
has published numerous journal articles and book chapters on poetics,
religion, print culture, and ecotheological and environmental perspec-
tives in the works of William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
John Keble, John Henry Newman, Alfred Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Matthew Arnold, Christina Rossetti, and Gerard Manley
Hopkins, among others.

REBEKAH LAMB is Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Theology and the Arts
in the School of Divinity at the University of St Andrews. She specializes
in theological aesthetics from the long nineteenth century to the present.
She has published book chapters, encyclopaedia entries, and articles on,
among other things, Christina Rossetti and the Pre-Raphaelites, John
Henry Newman, Tractarian aesthetics, liberal arts education, and
Roman Catholic spiritual theology. She is a trustee of the Christian
Heritage Centre at Stonyhurst in Lancashire.

MEREDITH MARTIN has taught in the English Department at Princeton
University since 2006. She also founded and directs the Center for
Digital Humanities at Princeton. Her expertise is in the history of
versification and pronunciation in English, and she writes about the
history of prosody across several fields. Her forthcoming work includes
a book about the long-running digital archival project, the Princeton
Prosody Archive, tentatively titled Prosody as Archive, and another
book about the past and future of working with data in the academy,
titled Data Work in the Humanities, co-written with Zoe LeBlanc at
University of Illinois, Urbana—Champaign.
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EMILY TAYLOR MERRIMAN is Associate Director of the Writing Center at
Ambherst College. Her published essays include works on Adrienne Rich,
Geoffrey Hill, William Blake, Linton Kwesi Johnson, Thomas Hardy,
and Gerard Hopkins. She wrote the entry on Hopkins in Oxford
Bibliographies Online. Together with Adrian Grafe, she co-edited
Intimate Exposure: Essays on the Public—Private Divide in British Poetry
since 1950. Also with Adrian Grafe, she is a book review editor for the

Hopkins Quarterly.

A. J. NICKERSON is Christopher Tower Student and Tutor in Poetry at
Christ Church and Associate Professor at the Faculty of English,
Oxford. Her first book, on Hopkins and the intellectual life, is forth-
coming with Bloomsbury. She is a co-editor of Walter de la Mare:
Critical Appraisals (Liverpool University Press, 2022). Other work on
nineteenth- and twentieth-century topics has appeared in Essays in
Criticism, Cambridge Quarterly, Victorian Poetry, Philosophy and
Literature, and Religion and Literature.

JUDE V. NIXON is Professor of English at Salem State University. His areas
of teaching and research are Victorian literature and culture and anglo-
phone Caribbean literature. Author/editor of five books, he has pub-
lished extensively on the Victorians. His most recent publications are
volume s of The Collected Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins, The Sermons
and Spiritual Writings of Gerard Manley Hopkins (Oxford University
Press, 2018), and Becoming Home: Diaspora and the Anglophone
Transnational (Vernon Press, 2021). Professor Nixon serves on several
editorial boards, among them Victorian Poetry, Hopkins Quarterly,
Dickens Studies Annual, MIND (Poland), and Merope (Italy).

FRANCIS O’ GORMAN was educated at the University of Oxford and held
a chair at the University of Leeds; he was then Saintsbury Professor of
English Literature at the University of Edinburgh until his early retire-
ment in 2022. He wrote or edited twenty-four books, mostly on English
literature from 1780 to 1920. He died in April 2024.

AMANDA PAXTON is Assistant Professor of English at Trent University
Durham. Her research focuses on nineteenth-century poetry and aes-
thetic practices, sexuality and religion, critical language awareness, and
queer theories of writing. She is the author of Willful Submission: Sado-
erotics and Heavenly Marriage in Victorian Religious Poetry (University of
Virginia Press, 2018) and articles on Gerard Manley Hopkins, Charles
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Kingsley, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and J. Sheridan Le Fanu, among
others.

JOSEPH PHELAN is Professor of Nineteenth-Century Literature at De
Montfort University, Leicester. He is the author of 7he Nineteenth-
Century Sonner (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005) and The Music of Verse:
Metrical Experiment in Nineteenth-Century Poetry (Springer, 2012), and
the editor of Clough: Selected Poems (Penguin Classics, 1995). He is also
editor, with John Woolford and Daniel Karlin, of the Longman
Annotated English Poets Poems of Robert Browning, volumes s and 6
of which were published in 2022. He is currently working on volume 7
of the Poems of Robert Browning and on a monograph on Clough’s
poetry.

TRENT POMPLUN is Associate Professor of Theology at the University of
Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana. His expertise extends from late
medieval to modern thought, with a special emphasis on the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. He has published on the history of scholastic
theology, Catholic missions in Asia, and Indo-Tibetan religion and
culture. He is chiefly absorbed in the study of Ippolito Desideri,
a Jesuit who lived in Tibet during the early eighteenth century, and he
is the author of Jesuit on the Roof of the World (Oxford University Press,
20I0).

VIDYAN RAVINTHIRAN teaches at Harvard. His book on Elizabeth
Bishop won two prizes; Worlds Woven Together (Columbia
University Press, 2022), a collection of his essays on poetry, was
a TLS Book of the Year; his study of Spontaneity and Form in
Modern Prose (Oxford University Press, 2022), building on the
work included here, is out now from Oxford University Press. He
is also an award-winning poet. Asian/Other, a tusion of memoir and
poetry criticism, is forthcoming from Norton in the US and Icon
in the UK.

FRASER RIDDELL is Associate Professor in English and Medical Humanities
at Durham University. His research focuses on gender, sexuality and
embodiment in Victorian and early twentieth-century literature. Recent
publications include Music and the Queer Body in English Literature at the
Fin de Siécle (Cambridge University Press, 2022), a chapter on queer
soundscapes in The Victorian 1dyll in Art and Literature: Subject, Ecology,
Form (Routledge, 2023), and Charlotte Mew: Poetics, Bodlies, Ecologies in
the Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and Culture series,
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co-edited with Megan Girdwood and Francesca Bratton (Palgrave, 2024).
At Durham’s Institute for Medical Humanities, he co-leads the interdis-
ciplinary Affective Experience Lab.

JULIA F. SAVILLE is Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois, Urbana—
Champaign. She is the author of A Queer Chivalry: The Homoerotic
Asceticism of Gerard Manley Hopkins (University of Virginia Press, 2000)
and Victorian Soul-Talk: Poetry, Democracy, and the Body Politic (Springer,
2017). She has published in journals such as Victorian Poetry, ELH, and
SEL and her most recent essay, “The Poetics of Cross-Species Love’, is
forthcoming in the collection Love among the Victorians. Her current
project, provisionally entitled “Victorian Ecopoets and the Problem of
Humankind,” focuses on the ethical challenges Victorian poets present to
persistently human-centred habits of thought.

SUMMER J. STAR is Associate Professor of English Literature at San
Francisco State University, where she teaches courses in nineteenth-
century poetry and fiction, prosody, and aesthetic theory. She has
published essays on Jane Austen, Emily Bronté, George Eliot, Gerard
Manley Hopkins, and Alfred Tennyson.

R. K. R. THORNTON, the son of an artist, is retired and balances editing
with painting and writing. He was Head of Department of English at
the University of Newcastle upon Tyne until 1990, and Professor at the
University of Birmingham until 2000. He has edited and published on
a variety of writers, often supposedly minor figures: Hilliard, Clare,
Gurney, Skipsey, Harvey, Gibson, and Dowson, although Hopkins,

by no means a minor writer, has occupied much of his time.

BERNADETTE WATERMAN WARD was educated at Harvard and Stanford
and is Professor of English at the University of Dallas, previously
teaching at the State University of New York, Oswego. She wrote
Eliot’s Angels: Rene Girard, George Eliot and Mimetic Desire (University
of Notre Dame Press, 2022) and World as Word: Philosophical Theology
in Gerard Manley Hopkins (Catholic University of America Press, 2001).
Past president and current secretary of the St John Henry Newman
Association, and its longest-serving board member, she has written
numerous articles on Newman. On the board of scholars for the
Hopkins Quarterly, she writes frequently on Hopkins. She is also on
the board of University Faculty for Life, for which she writes on more
general literature. She has published one drama, and some poetry.
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DANIEL WESTOVER is Professor of English and Chair of Literature and
Language at East Tennessee State University. He is a co-editor of both
The Fire That Breaks: Gerard Manley Hopkins’s Poetic Legacies (Clemson
University Press, 2020) and The World Is Charged: Poetic Engagements
with Gerard Manley Hopkins (Clemson University Press, 2016). He is
also the author of R S. Thomas: A Stylistic Biography (University of
Wales Press, 2011) as well as various articles relating to the English-
language poetry of Wales. His chapter on teaching Hopkins’s sonnets is
forthcoming in MLA’s volume on Approaches to Teaching the Sonnet.

MICHAEL WHEELER is Visiting Professor of English at the University of
Southampton. He masterminded the project to build the Ruskin
Library and was the founding director of the Ruskin Centre at
Lancaster University. He has lectured in eighteen countries overseas
and has served as a lay canon of Winchester. His latest books are St John
and the Victorians (Cambridge University Press, 2012), The Athenaum:
More Than Just Another London Club (Yale University Press, 2020), and
The Year That Shaped the Victorian Age: Loves, Lives and Letters of 1845
(Cambridge University Press, 2023). His new book, William Ewart
Gladstone: The Heart and Soul of a Statesman, was published by
Oxford University Press in 2024.

DANIEL WILLIAMS is Assistant Professor of Literature at Bard College. He
was previously a junior fellow at the Harvard Society of Fellows. He has
published on nineteenth-century British literature, South African litera-
ture, and the environmental humanities in venues including ELH, Novel,
Studies in the Novel, Genre, Victorian Poetry, Victorian Literature and
Culture, Nineteenth-Century Literature, Nineteenth-Century Contexts, and
Safundi. With Jeffrey Blevins, he co-edited ‘Logic and Literary Form’,
a special issue of Poetics Today (2020). His first book, The Art of
Uncertainty: Probable Realism and the Victorian Novel, appeared from
Cambridge University Press in 2024.

JAMES WILLIAMS is Professor of English Literature at the University of
York. His publications include Edward Lear and the Play of Poetry
(Oxford University Press, 2016), co-edited with Matthew Bevis;
Edward Lear (Northcote House, 2018); The Edinburgh Companion to
Nonsense (Edinburgh University Press, 2022), co-edited with Anna
Barton; and the introduction and notes to History Is Our Mother:
Three Libretti by Alice Goodman (New York Review Books, 2017). He
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is the author of articles and chapters on Tennyson, Lewis Carroll,
Charles Darwin, comic verse, and satirical writing, as well as on James
Joyce, Samuel Beckett, and Dorothy Parker. He is an editor of 7he
Cambridge Quarterly.

JANE WRIGHT is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at the University
of Bristol. She publishes on Victorian poetry and the stylistic features
of nineteenth-century prose. She is currently co-editing a collection of
essays on Poetic Allusion.
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Note on Editions and Abbreviations

All quotations from Hopkins’s poetry are taken from Catherine Phillips’s
edition, Gerard Manley Hopkins: The Major Works (Oxford University
Press, 2002). Citations are in-text and by line number.

Unless otherwise noted, all quotations from Hopkins’s other writings are
taken from The Collected Works of Gerard Manley Hopkins, edited by Lesley
Higgins and Michael F. Suarez, S] (Oxford University Press, 2006—). This
edition is abbreviated in the notes as CW. The edition records cancelled
words and other deletions, as well as insertions. For clarity of text, these are
included only where relevant to the focus of a given chapter.
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Chronology

1844 Gerard Manley Hopkins is born on 28 July in
Stratford, a village in Essex just to the east of
London. He is the first child of Manley and
Catherine Hopkins, née Smith.

1852 The Hopkins family moves to Hampstead in
north London.

1854 Hopkins starts as a boarding pupil at Highgate
School.

1863 Wins an exhibition scholarship to Balliol
College, Oxford.

April Enters Balliol.

1866

July Decides that he will convert to Roman
Catholicism.

October Received into the Roman Catholic Church by
John Henry Newman.

1867

June Graduates from Oxford with a first class degree.

September Begins teaching at Newman’s Oratory School in
Birmingham.

1868

May Decides to become a priest. He burns copies of
his poems as part of a new resolution to concen-
trate on his religious vocation.

September Enters the Jesuit novitiate at Roehampton,
London, to commence his Jesuit training.

1870 Takes his first vows as a Jesuit and moves to St

Mary’s Hall, Stonyhurst, Lancashire, to begin
a three-year course of study in philosophy.

xXXi
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xxii Chronology

1873 Returns to Roehampton to spend a year teach-
ing rhetoric.

1874 Starts a three-year course of study in theology at
St Beuno’s in North Wales.

1875 Begins to write “The Wreck of the Deutschland’.

1877

February—September Werites ‘God’s Grandeur’, “The Starlight Night’,
‘As kingfishers catch fire’, “The Windhover’,
‘Pied Beauty’, and ‘Hurrahing in Harvest’,
among other poems.

September Ordained as a priest.

October Begins a spell of secondary-school teaching at
Mount St Mary’s College, near Sheffield.

1878

April Moves back to Stonyhurst to a teaching role
preparing students for external university
degrees. Writes “The Loss of the Eurydice’.

July—September Acts as curate and, for a month, as Select Preacher
at the Jesuit church in Mayfair, London.

December Becomes curate at St Aloysius’s Church, Oxford.

1879

March—October Werites ‘Binsey Poplars’ and ‘Henry Purcell’,
among other poems.

October Moves to become curate at St Joseph’s Church,
Bedford Leigh, Lancashire.

December Appointed Select Preacher at the church of Saint
Francis Xavier in Liverpool.

1880 Writes ‘Felix Randal’ and ‘Spring and Fall’.

1881

August Takes up a temporary post as curate at St Joseph’s
Church in Glasgow. Writes ‘Inversnaid’.

October At Rochampton, embarks upon the final period

of his formal religious formation as a Jesuit,
called the tertianship.

1882 Returns to Stonyhurst to teach Classics.
Completes “The Leaden Echo and the Golden
Echo’ and writes ‘Ribblesdale’.

1884 Elected to a fellowship of the Royal University
of Ireland and appointed Professor of Greek and
Latin Literature at University College Dublin.
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Chronology xxiii
1885 Likely to have written most of the poems later to
become known as the ‘terrible sonnets’.
1886 Completes ‘Spelt from Sibyl’s Leaves’.
1888 Writes “That Nature is a Heraclitean Fire’.
1889 Falls ill with typhoid fever in May. This later

develops into peritonitis. He dies on 8 June.
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