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WRITING THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

IN THE MIDDLE AGES

Writing the North of England in the Middle Ages offers a literary
history of the North–South divide, examining the complexities of
the relationship – imaginative, material, and political – between
North and South in a wide range of texts. Through sustained analysis
of the North–South divide as it emerges in the literature of medieval
England, this study illustrates the convoluted dynamic of desire and
derision of the North by the rest of the country. Joseph Taylor
dissects England’s problematic sense of nationhood as one which
must be negotiated and renegotiated from within, rather than
beyond, national borders. Providing fresh readings of texts such as
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, the fifteenth-century Robin Hood
ballads, and the Towneley plays, this book argues for the North’s
vital contribution to processes of imagining nation in the Middle
Ages and shows that that regionalism is both contained within and
constitutive of its apparent opposite, nationalism.

  is Associate Professor of English at the University
of Alabama in Huntsville, where he teaches courses in medieval
literature and history of the English language. He is the co-editor
(with Randy P. Schiff ) of The Politics of Ecology: Land, Life and Law
in Medieval Britain ().
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Founding Editor
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This series of critical books seeks to cover the whole area of literature written in
the major medieval languages – the main European vernaculars, and medieval
Latin and Greek – during the period c.–. Its chief aim is to publish and
stimulate fresh scholarship and criticism on medieval literature, special emphasis
being placed on understanding major works of poetry, prose, and drama in
relation to the contemporary culture and learning which fostered them.

Recent titles in the series
Mark Faulkner A New Literary History of the Long Twelfth Century: Language and
Literature Between Old and Middle English
Mark Chinca and Christopher Young Literary Beginnings in the European

Middle Ages
Andrew M. Richmond Landscape in Middle English Romance: The Medieval

Imagination and the Natural World
David G. Lummus The City of Poetry: Imagining the Civic Role of the Poet in

Fourteenth-Century Italy
Richard Matthew Pollard Imagining the Medieval Afterlife
Christiania Whitehead The Afterlife of St Cuthbert: Place, Texts and Ascetic

Tradition, –
Orietta Da Rold Paper in Medieval England: From Pulp to Fictions
Jonathan Morton and Marco Nievergelt (eds.) The Roman de la Rose and

Thirteenth-Century Thought
George Corbett Dante’s Christian Ethics: Purgatory and Its Moral Contexts
Andrew Kraebel Biblical Commentary and Translation in Later Medieval

England: Experiments in Interpretation
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Robert J. Meyer-Lee Literary Value and Social Identity in the Canterbury Tales
Glenn D. Burger and Holly A. Crocker (eds.) Medieval Affect, Feeling, and

Emotion
Lawrence Warner Chaucer’s Scribes: London Textual Production, –

A complete list of titles in the series can be found at the end of the volume.
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For Laura

‘Something in the way she knows,

And all I have to do is think of her.’
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