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governance, such as informal intergovernmental organizations and trans-
national public—private governance initiatives, have proliferated. Even
within formal intergovernmental organizations, informal means of influ-
ence and informal procedures affect outcomes, while, around all these
institutions, even more informal networks shape agendas. This volume
introduces and analyzes these three types of informality in governance:
informality of, within, and around institutions. An introductory chap-
ter traces the rise of informal governance and suggests a range of theo-
retical perspectives and variables that may explain this surge. Empirical
chapters then apply these and other explanations to diverse issue areas
and cross-cutting issues, often using newly developed datasets or original
case study research. The concluding chapter sets out a research agenda
on informality in global governance, including its normative implications.
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The project from which this volume emerged would not have been
possible had it not been for the extraordinary initiative, creativity, and
perspicacity of Oliver Westerwinter. Oliver took the lead in drafting
proposals for a series of workshops and conferences that laid the basis
for the exploration of the concept of informal governance taken up
in this book. Drawing on his unusual capacity for networking and
knowing how to invite just the right mix of scholars from different
disciplines to Switzerland, Oliver approached both of us in 2014
and invited us to join him in this innovative project. His goal was
to employ both quantitative and qualitative analysis to investigate
the emergence and politics of informal governance in world politics
in different issue domains. He was the engine that drove the project
through the sequential workshops and conferences over the years that
examined why states began using informal institutions, how informal-
ity varies across issue domains, and how formal and informal institu-
tions interrelate in novel and complex ways.

To our great regret, Oliver chose to leave academe in 2022 to pursue
other activities. It was a loss for us personally and for the profession
more generally. We wish him well and thank him for the impetus and
inspiration that made this book possible.

X1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-18054-2 — Informal Governance in World Politics
Kenneth W. Abbott , Thomas J. Biersteker

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

In addition to Oliver Westerwinter, whose essential contributions
were enumerated in the Preface, we would like to thank the Swiss
Network for International Studies for its financial support of the
conferences convened in St Gallen and Geneva early in the project.
The many participants in the meetings to discuss early drafts of most
chapters added considerably to the development of our thinking.
We also acknowledge the valuable staff support at the University
of St Gallen and the Geneva Graduate Institute for facilitating
the meetings held on their campuses. We would also like to thank
Michael Barnett, Orfeo Fioretos, Tana Johnson, Phillip Lipscy, and
Jon Pevehouse for their trenchant and constructive comments at the
2023 ISA roundtable convened to discuss Chapters 1 and 2. Finally,
we acknowledge and greatly appreciate the assistance of Matthew
Currie and Joshua Hellinger from the Geneva Graduate Institute for
the detailed work that was essential for the final completion of this
manuscript.

X1l

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-18054-2 — Informal Governance in World Politics
Kenneth W. Abbott , Thomas J. Biersteker

Frontmatter
More Information

Abbreviations

ACO Allied Command Operations (NATO)

ACT Allied Command Transformation (NATO)

AHC ad hoc coalition

AID Agency for International Development

AlJ Activities Implemented Jointly (Berlin Conference 1995)

AILAC Independent Alliance of Latin America and the
Caribbean

ALBA Alliance for the Peoples of Our America

AOSIS Alliance of Small Island States

BASIC Group of Brazil, South Africa, India and China

BFC Better Factories Cambodia partnership between
ILO and Cambodian Government

BIS Bank for International Settlements

BP Budapest Process

BRICS Group of Brazil, Russia South Africa, India, and China

CACAM Countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus,
Albania, and Moldova

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CEE Competitive Executive Election

CfRN Coalition for Rainforest Nations

CGr11 Central Group 11 for Eastern European countries

CICA Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building
in Asia

CINC Composite Indicator of National Capability
(Correlates of War Project)

CMX Crisis Management Exercise (NATO)

CcOor UNFCCC’s Conferences of the Parties

COW Correlates of War Project

CSCE Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe

CSO Civil Society Organizations

DAC Donor Assistance Committee (OECD)

xiil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-18054-2 — Informal Governance in World Politics
Kenneth W. Abbott , Thomas J. Biersteker

Frontmatter

More Information

Xiv List of Abbreviations

DSS WTO Dispute Settlement System

ECJ European Court of Justice

ED Executive Director

EIG Environmental Integrity Group (Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Monaco, Mexico, and South Korea)

EPO European Patent Office

EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

FIGO Formal intergovernmental organization

FLO Fairtrade Labeling Organization

FNR Front for National Reforms (1953 Opposition group
in Saudi Arabia)

FOIA Freedom of Information Act

FSC Forest Stewardship Council

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

GAVI Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance (previously Global Vaccine
Alliance)

GCF Green Climate Fund (UNFCCC)

GEF Global Environment Facility (UNFCCC)

GPEDC Global Partnership for Effective Development
Cooperation

GRILA Grupo de Iniciativa Latinoamericana

GVC Global value chains

IASB International Accounting Standards Board

IASC International Accounting Standards Committee

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

IBSA India, Brazil, South Africa Dialogue Forum

ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization

ICR Implementation Completion Report

IDA International Development Association

IDB Inter-American Development Bank

IEA International Energy Agency

IEC International Electrotechnical Commission

IEG Independent Evaluation (World Bank)

IETA International Emissions Trading Association

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

IF1 International financial institutions

IGO Intergovernmental organization

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-18054-2 — Informal Governance in World Politics

Kenneth W. Abbott , Thomas J. Biersteker

Frontmatter
More Information

List of Abbreviations XV

GO Informal intergovernmental organizations

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

IMO International Maritime Organisation

IMS International Military Staff

INC Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (UNFCCC)

INGO International NGO

10 International Organization

IOM International Organization for Migration

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IR International Relations

IS International Staff

ISAF International Security Assistance Force (Afghanistan)

ISIL Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant

ISO International Organization for Standardization

ITTO International Tropical Timber Organization

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature

JALLC Joint Analysis and Lessons Learned Centre (NATO)

;I Project-based mechanism referred to in Article 6 of the
Kyoto Protocol

JUSSCANZ  Group of Japan, US, Switzerland, Canada, and New
Zealand

LDC Least Developed Countries

LMDC Like-Minded Developing Countries on Climate Change

MEF Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate

MIKTA Group of Mexico, India, South Korea, Turkey, and
Australia

MNC Multinational corporations

MRV Monitoring, reporting and verification

MSI Multistakeholder initiatives

MTCR Missile Technology Control Regime

NAC North Atlantic Council

NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization

NDB New Development Bank

NGO Nongovernmental organization

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and

Development

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-18054-2 — Informal Governance in World Politics

Kenneth W. Abbott , Thomas J. Biersteker

Frontmatter
More Information

XV1

OFAC
OLA
OPEC
OSCE
PCF
PPAR
pPpPP
REDD

RSS
SECO
SNA
SUR
SVE
TAN
TFAP
TGI
TGIWP

TGN
TPC
TPN
UAR

UN
UNDP
UNEP
UNESCO

UNFCCC

UNGA
UNICEF
UNSC
UNSCR
USAID
WHO
WTO

List of Abbreviations

Office of Foreign Assets Control

Office of Legal Affairs (UN)

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Prototype Carbon Fund

Project Performance Assessment Report
Public—private partnerships

Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest
degradation in developing countries

Regulatory standard setting

State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (Switzerland)
Social network analysis

Seemingly unrelated regressions model

Small and vulnerable economies

Transnational advocacy networks

Tropical Forest Action Plan (FAO)

Transnational public—private governance initiatives
Transnational Governance Initiatives in

World Politics dataset

Trans-governmental networks

Transnational policy community

Transnational policy networks

United Arab Republic

United Nations

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change

United Nations General Assembly

United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Security Council

United Nations Security Council Resolution
United States Agency for International Development
World Health Organization

World Trade Organization

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009180542
www.cambridge.org

