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L AW AND PRECARIT Y

Why do some people invoke the law (or resist it) as a way to solve their 

problems and achieve more stability in life, only to end up in another 

challenging and uncertain situation? This book offers an original under-

standing of the important, but understudied, paradoxical effects of law 

on the survival strategies of Vietnamese people who are caught to 

live and work in precarious circumstances. It demonstrates how pre-

carity influences the way people perceive, engage with, or resist the 

law; yet law, at the same time, creates and reinforces such a condition. 

Understanding the mutually reinforcing relationship between law and 

precarity sheds a new light on the way law enables individuals to better 

their condition but ultimately makes matters worse rather than better. 

This book will be of interest to researchers and students of law and soci-

ety, political economy, anthropology, and Asian studies.

Tu Phuong Nguyen  researches labor law, law and society, political 

economy, state and society relations, and gender in Vietnam. She is the 

author of Workplace Justice: Rights and Labour Resistance in Vietnam 

(2019). She is a member of Asian Law and Society Association (ALSA).
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innovative and theoretically sophisticated work on law's manifestations 

in everyday life: from discourses to practices, and from institutions to 

cultures. The series editors have longstanding expertise in the interdis-

ciplinary study of law, and welcome contributions that place legal phe-

nomena in national, comparative, or international perspective. Series 

authors come from a range of disciplines, including anthropology, his-

tory, law, literature, political science, and sociology.
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