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and that of the eastern Mediterranean in general. This is the first
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in cross-regional trade networks, and its participation in
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turally to the world surrounding it.
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Notes on Transliteration, Names, and Dates

The transliteration of Arabic words and phrases follows the system used in
the International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES)." In historical
contexts Arabic personal and place names are transliterated according to
their medieval forms, except for very common place names such as
Alexandria (not al-Iskandariyya) or Damascus (not Dimashq). Depending
on their historical contexts, Greek or Coptic place names are used alongside
or in place of their Arabic counterparts. Modern place names are only
mentioned when referring to the modern location, for example in reports
on finding places or archacological activities. If not otherwise specified, dates
given in this volume are Common Era (CE) dates. If two dates are provided
(e.g. 18/639), the first one is the year according to the Muslim Hijra calendar
(AH) and the second is the CE date. For dates preceding the year 1 AH only
the cE date is provided.

" See www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/information/au
thor-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide.
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Preface and Acknowledgments

This volume originates with the program Provinces and Empires: Islamic
Egypt in the Ancient World: Administrative Transformations, Pluralistic
Society and Competing Memories," a collaboration between the Centre
National de la Recherche Scientifique (UMR 8167 Orient et
Meéditerrannée), the Institut francais d’archéologie orientale, New York
University’s Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, the University of
Tunis, and Leiden University. Within the program three conferences were
held in Cairo, New York, and Leiden between 2013 and 2015 entitled
“Fustat: contréle des territoires et réseaux d’autorité,” “Multilingualism
and Social Belonging in the Late Antique and Early Islamic Near East,”
and “Egypt Connected, s00-1000 CE” respectively. Together the program
aimed to examine Egypt’s transition from a Byzantine province centered
on Constantinople to a province in the Islamic caliphate successively ruled
from Medina, Damascus, and finally Baghdad, covering the period from
around 500 to 1000 CE.

As a follow-up to this conference series, the editors of this volume,
together with Sylvie Denoix, organized an interactive workshop at the
Lorentz Center in Leiden in December 2016. This workshop, entitled
“Egypt Incorporated: Economic, Political and Cultural Developments
from Late Antiquity to Islam,” further explored Egypt’s integration in
the Byzantine and Islamic empires and reassessed the extent to which the
Muslim conquest of Egypt in the mid-seventh century created new net-
works and interactions, influenced interregional connectivity, and facili-
tated exchanges along new ways and according to new formations.
Adopting a format that allowed for much discussion between its partici-
pants, the workshop explicitly aimed at producing a scholarly volume on
this theme. The workshop has resulted in the current volume. It includes

' See www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/information/au
thor-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide.
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Preface and Acknowledgments XV

contributions of the workshop’s participants as well as contributions by
participants to one of the conferences of the Provinces and Empires series.
The conversation between the authors of the different chapters has con-
tinued since the workshop took place and papers have been updated since
then to include the latest scholarly publications in each discipline.

Some words of thanks are in place. Many institutions have contributed
to the organization of the conferences and the workshop that made this
volume possible. In addition to the institutions already mentioned, the
editors of this volume would like to express their gratitude to the Juynboll
Foundation, the Leiden University Centre for the Study of Islam and
Society (LUCIS), the Leiden University research profile area Leiden
Global Interactions (2009-19), the Leids Universiteits Fonds, the Lorentz
Center, the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), the
Oosters Instituut, and the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Science
(KNAW) for their financial support. In addition, the Oosters Instituut, the
Juynboll Foundation, the Fonds Wetenschapsbeoefening of Radboud
University, and the Radboud Institute for Culture & History (RICH)
have generously contributed to the publication costs of the present volume.
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