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During the period 500–1000 CE Egypt was successively part of the
Byzantine, Sasanian, and Islamic empires. All kinds of events, devel-
opments, and processes occurred that would greatly affect its history
and that of the eastern Mediterranean in general. This is the first
volume to map Egypt’s position in the Mediterranean during this
period. Drawing on a wide range of disciplines, the individual chap-
ters detail its connections with imperial and scholarly centers, its role
in cross-regional trade networks, and its participation in
Mediterranean and Near Eastern cultural developments, including
their impact on its own literary and material production. With
unparalleled detail, the book tracks the mechanisms and structures
through which Egypt connected politically, economically, and cul-
turally to the world surrounding it.
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Notes on Transliteration, Names, and Dates

The transliteration of Arabic words and phrases follows the system used in
the International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES).1 In historical
contexts Arabic personal and place names are transliterated according to
their medieval forms, except for very common place names such as
Alexandria (not al-Iskandariyya) or Damascus (not Dimashq). Depending
on their historical contexts, Greek or Coptic place names are used alongside
or in place of their Arabic counterparts. Modern place names are only
mentioned when referring to the modern location, for example in reports
on finding places or archaeological activities. If not otherwise specified, dates
given in this volume are Common Era (CE) dates. If two dates are provided
(e.g. 18/639), the first one is the year according to theMuslim Hijra calendar
(AH) and the second is the CE date. For dates preceding the year 1 AH only
the ce date is provided.

1 See www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/information/au
thor-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide.
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Preface and Acknowledgments

This volume originates with the program Provinces and Empires: Islamic
Egypt in the Ancient World: Administrative Transformations, Pluralistic
Society and Competing Memories,1 a collaboration between the Centre
National de la Recherche Scientifique (UMR 8167 Orient et
Méditerrannée), the Institut français d’archéologie orientale, New York
University’s Institute for the Study of the AncientWorld, the University of
Tunis, and Leiden University. Within the program three conferences were
held in Cairo, New York, and Leiden between 2013 and 2015 entitled
“Fustat: contrôle des territoires et réseaux d’autorité,” “Multilingualism
and Social Belonging in the Late Antique and Early Islamic Near East,”
and “Egypt Connected, 500–1000CE” respectively. Together the program
aimed to examine Egypt’s transition from a Byzantine province centered
on Constantinople to a province in the Islamic caliphate successively ruled
from Medina, Damascus, and finally Baghdad, covering the period from
around 500 to 1000 CE.
As a follow-up to this conference series, the editors of this volume,

together with Sylvie Denoix, organized an interactive workshop at the
Lorentz Center in Leiden in December 2016. This workshop, entitled
“Egypt Incorporated: Economic, Political and Cultural Developments
from Late Antiquity to Islam,” further explored Egypt’s integration in
the Byzantine and Islamic empires and reassessed the extent to which the
Muslim conquest of Egypt in the mid-seventh century created new net-
works and interactions, influenced interregional connectivity, and facili-
tated exchanges along new ways and according to new formations.
Adopting a format that allowed for much discussion between its partici-
pants, the workshop explicitly aimed at producing a scholarly volume on
this theme. The workshop has resulted in the current volume. It includes

1 See www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/information/au
thor-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide.
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