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This is an accessible account of the history of the Order from
ö÷÷ö until ÷÷÷ö and one that should attract a great deal of interest
from readers. Richard Finn nimbly makes his way through the early
history of the English Province, incorporating many of the sources
published in the last seventy years. He then signiûcantly expands
knowledge of the Order as it strove to deal with the political
constraints of the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
and brings the history of the English Dominicans into the new
millennium and lifetime of the author. Finn adopts an even-handed
approach to the multiple sources, and is content to let the records
speak for themselves. His book oûers a very worthy commemoration
of the eighth centenary of the Friars’ arrival in England.
– Michael J. P. Robson, Emeritus Fellow, St Edmund’s College,
Cambridge, author of The Franciscans in the Middle Ages (÷÷÷ÿ)

While the Dominicans in medieval England have received various
degrees of attention over the past decades, this book does a particular
service in attending to the less remembered history of the Order from
the Reformation onwards. Notably, it also covers the activities of the
Province beyond the geographical boundaries of England proper,
which includes not only Scotland, Ireland and Wales but also its
“homeless” period in the Netherlands and its emergence within
various British colonial territories. The scholarship is of a consistently
high quality and the research is impressively comprehensive. There is
also a welcome determination to bypass ûowery narratives of the
Order’s past in favour of more complicated and occasionally less-
harmonious accounts.

– Steven Watts, Assistant Professor of History, Crandall
University, author of ‘Master Jordan of Saxony and Early

Dominican Preaching in England (ö÷÷þ–ö÷ö÷)’, in A Companion
to the English Dominican Province (÷÷÷ö)
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THE DOMINICANS IN THE BRITISH ISLES
AND BEYOND

The history of the Dominicans in the British Isles is a rich and
fascinating one. Eight centuries have passed since the Friars
Preachers landed on England’s shores. Yet no book charting the
history of the English Province has appeared for close on a hundred
years. Richard Finn now sets right this neglect. He guides the reader
engagingly and authoritatively through the medieval, early modern
and contemporary periods: from the arrival of the ûrst Black Friars –
and the Province’s ö÷÷ö foundation by Gilbert de Fresney – to
Dominican missions to the Caribbean and Southern Africa, and to
seismic changes in church and society after Vatican II. He discusses
the Province’s medieval resilience and sudden Reformation collapse;
attempts in the öÿþ÷s to restore it; its Babylonian Exile in the Low
Countries; its virtual disappearance in the nineteenth century; and its
unlikely modern revival. This is an essential work for medievalists,
theologians, and historians alike.

÷ÿ÷ÿ÷÷÷ ÷ÿÿÿ , OP, joined the Dominicans in öþÿþ. He served as
Regent of Studies for the English Province from ÷÷÷÷ to ÷÷ö÷, and as
Novice Master from ÷÷ö÷ to ÷÷öÿ. Author of Almsgiving in the Later
Roman Empire (Oxford University Press, ÷÷÷ÿ) and Asceticism in the
Graeco-Roman World (Cambridge University Press, ÷÷÷þ), he is also
Director of the Las Casas Institute for Social Justice and the Order’s
Provincial Archivist in Blackfriars, Oxford.
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Abbreviations

AAW Archives of the Archdiocese of Westminster
ACIPA öþöÿ Acta congregationis intermediae Provinciae Angliae

Novocastrensi, . . . celebratae, öþöÿ (Hawkesyard: öþöÿ).
ACEDP Eleanor J. Giraud and J. Cornelia Linde (eds.),

A Companion to the English Dominican Province from Its
Beginnings to the Reformation (Leiden: Brill, ÷÷÷ö).

ACP Raymund Palmer OP (ed.), Acta Capitulorum
Provincialium Provinciae Angliae Ord. Praed.
øþö÷–ø�øÿ (London: Westminster Press, öþöÿ).

ACPPA öþ÷÷ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae apud
Hawkesyard diebus ÷ÿ Junii – ö Julii celebrati ø�÷÷
(Hawkesyard, öþ÷÷)

ACPPA öþ÷÷ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae Londini
diebus øþ–÷þ Novembris celebrati ø�÷÷ (Ditchling: St
Dominic’s Press, öþ÷÷).

ACPPA öþö÷ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae
Hawkesyard diebus þ Septembris et seq. celebrati ø�ö÷
(Oxford: öþö÷).

ACPPA öþöÿ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae Londini
diebus ÷ Maii et seq. in conventu S.P.N. Dominici
celebrati ø�öÿ (Oxford: öþöÿ).

ACCPA öþ÷÷ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae Ordinis
Praedicatorum Woodchester diebus ÷þ Aprilis et seq. in
Conventu sanctae Mariae Annunciatae celebrati ø�÷÷
(Oxford, öþ÷÷).

ACPPA öþ÷ÿ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae
Hawkesyard diebus ÷ Decembris et seq. in conventu
S. Thomae celebrati ø�÷ÿ (Oxford, öþ÷ÿ).
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ACPPA öþþ÷ Acta Capituli Provincialis Provinciae Angliae Oxonii
diebus ÷Maii et seq. in ven. conventu S. Spiritus celebrati
ø�þ÷ (Bristol, öþþ÷).

APC öþÿÿ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter held at St Thomas’
Priory Hawkesyard, on ÷nd May and the following days,
ø�ÿÿ (Oxford, öþÿÿ).

APC öþþ÷ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter held at St Dominic’s
Priory Newcastle, on ÷þth April and the following days,
ø�þ÷ (öþþ÷).

APC öþþ÷ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter held at St Dominic’s
Priory Newcastle upon Tyne, ø�þ÷ (öþþ÷).ö

APC öþþÿ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
held at St Thomas’ Priory Hawkesyard ø�þÿ (öþþÿ).

APC öþÿÿ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
held at All Saints Pastoral Centre London Colney
ø�ÿÿ (öþÿÿ).

APC öþþ÷ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
held at All Saints’ Pastoral Centre London Colney
Hertfordshire on ÷÷nd September ø��÷ (öþþ÷).

APC öþþÿ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
held at All Saints’ Pastoral Centre London Colney
Hertfordshire on øþ April ø��ÿ (öþþÿ).

APC ÷÷÷÷ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
of the Order of Preachers, Priory of the Holy Spirit,
Oxford, ÷÷÷÷ (÷÷÷÷).

APC ÷÷÷÷ The Acts of the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
of the Order of Preachers, Priory of the Holy Spirit,
Oxford, ÷÷÷÷ (÷÷÷÷).

AD Charles Raymund Palmer OP, Anglia Dominicana, þ
vols. (öÿÿ÷–öÿþö), unpublished papers with transcripts
of documents related to English Dominican history.
References to this work are by part, volume, and article
number, except for II.÷ and III.ö where references are
by part, volume, and page number. EDA.

aû. Aüliated to the English province.
AFP Archivum Fratrum Predicatorum

ö The Chapter was in fact held at Hawkesyard, but the Acta were given the wrong title by the printer.
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AGOP Archivum Generale Ordinis Praedicatorum (Central
archives of the Dominican Order at S. Sabina in Rome)

AM Henry Richards Luard (ed.), Annales monastici, þ vols.
(London öÿÿ÷–öÿÿþ).

BAC A Booke of Authentike Copys Concerning the Concession,
Donation, Fundation, Rents, and Revenues of the English
Cloyster of the Dominicans at Bornhem, EDA, MS.

Bliss L William Henry Bliss et al. (eds.), Calendar of entries in
the Papal registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland:
Papal Letters, vols. (London, öÿþö–)

Bliss P William Henry Bliss (ed.), Calendar of entries in the
Papal registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland.
Petitions to the Pope, øö÷÷–ø÷ø� (London, öÿþÿ)

BDBö Day-book listing expenses of the Bornhem convent
from ö January öþþþ, MS IIb, EDA, III, B ÷.

BDB÷ Day-book listing expenses of the Bornhem convent,
öþþö–öþþ÷, MSIId, EDA, III, B ÷.

BOP Thomas Ripoll, Bullarium Ordinis Fratrum
Praedicatorum, ÿ vols. (Rome, öþöþ–öþ÷÷).

BPB Registrum anni diei mensis ac hominum fratrum
Praedicatorum Anglicanae nationis indutorum ac
professorum pro Conventu Bornhemiensis; ab anno
Domini Incarnationis øÿþÿ quando primum eiusdem
Ordinis conventus esse incepit, MS EDA, III, B ÿ.

BSBö Bornhem School Book, öþÿþ–öþÿ÷, EDA, III, B þ.
BSB÷ Bornhem School Book, öþÿ÷–öþÿÿ, EDA, III, B þ.
Cal. Charter
R

Calendar of the Charter Rolls preserved in the Public
Record Oûce, ÿ vols. (London: HMSO, öþ÷ö–öþ÷þ)

Cal. docs.
Ireland

Henry Savage Sweetman (ed.), Calendar of documents
relating to Ireland: preserved in Her Majesty’s Public
Record Oûce, þ vols. (London, öÿþþ–öÿÿÿ).

CCA Cambridgeshire County Archives
cl. clothed in the habit
CLRHö Calendar of the Liberate Rolls preserved in the Public

Record Oûce, Henry III, ÿ vols. (London: HMSO,
öþöÿ–öþÿ÷)

CPREø Calendar of the Patent Rolls of the Reign of Edward
I preserved in the Public Record Oûce

CPREö Calendar of the Patent Rolls of the Reign of Edward III
preserved in the Public Record Oûce,
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CPRHö Calendar of the Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry III
preserved in the Public Record Oûce, ÿ vols. (London,
öþ÷ö–öþöö)

CPRR÷ Calendar of the Patent Rolls of the Reign of Richard II
CPRH÷ Calendar of the Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry IV
CREø Close Rolls of the Reign of Edward I
CRE÷ Close Rolls of the Reign of Edward II
CREö Calendar of the Close Rolls of Edward III Preserved in the

Public Record Oûce, ö÷ vols. (London, öÿþÿ–öþöö)
CRHö Close Rolls of the Reign of Henry III preserved in the

Public Record Oûce, ö÷ vols. (London: HMSO,
öþ÷÷–öþöÿ)

CRH÷ Calendar of the Close Rolls of Henry IV
CRS Publications of the Catholic Record Society
DFSA Philippe Denis O.P., The Dominican Friars in Southern

Africa, A Social History (øþþþ–ø��÷) (Leiden:
Brill, öþþÿ).

DNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
DOM Bede Jarrett OP (ed.), Dominicana, CRS ÷þ (London,

öþ÷þ),
EDA English Dominican archives (held at Douai Abbey)
EEFP William A. Hinnebusch O.P., The Early English Friars

Preachers (Rome: Santa Sabina, öþþö).
ERO Essex Record Oüce
EX A. G. Little and R. C. Easterling, ‘The Franciscans and

Dominicans of Exeter’, History of Exeter Research
Group, No. ö (Exeter, öþ÷þ).

FCP Four Courts Press
FD Hyacinth Coomans OP, A Formal Discription of the

Lands and Woods that the English Dominicans at
Bornhem have to their Use, MS EDA III, B ö.

G Walter Gumbley O.P., Obituary Notices of the English
Dominicans from øþþþ to ø�þ÷ (London: Aquin
Press, öþþþ).

HBC E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway, S. Porter, and I. Roy
(eds.), Handbook of British Chronology, örd ed.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, öþþÿ).

HSC Hawkesyard Studentate Chronicle
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HNDA Hexham and Newcastle Diocesan Archives
IDP Hugh Fenning OP, The Irish Dominican Province,

øÿ�ÿ–øþ�þ (Dublin: Dominican Publications, öþþ÷).
IWM Imperial war Museum
JAT Antoninus Thompson OP Journal, transcribed by Rev.

W. Vincent Smith, Ushaw College Library,
Stonecroft MSS.

JMö John Martin OP, Obituaries and Biographies of
English Dominican Friars, LEDA, II/ö/÷.

JM÷ John Martin OP, An unpublished history of the
English and Irish Dominicans, öÿþö–öþþ÷, LEDA, II/
öö/÷.

LBJ Bede Bailey, Aiden Bellenger, and Simon Tugwell
(eds.), Letters of Bede Jarrett (Bath and Oxford:
Downside Abbey and Blackfriars, öþÿþ).

LDA Leeds Diocesan Archives
LEDA Library of the English Dominican Archives
Lee Paul Lee, Nunneries, Learning and Spirituality in Late

Medieval English Society: The Dominican Priory of
Dartford (Woodbridge: York Medieval Press, ÷÷÷ö).

LHC London House Chronicle, öÿþ÷–öþþþ, EDA, III,
Lo ÷þ.

LPHÿ Letters and Papers, foreign and domestic, of the reign of
Henry VIII: preserved in the Public Record Oûce, the
British Museum, and elsewhere in England, ed. J. S.
Brewer, J. Gairdner, and R. H. Brodie, ÷ö vols. and ÷

addenda (London: Longman, Green, Roberts and
Green öÿÿ÷–öþö÷).

LRO Leicestershire Record Oüce
Mem Memoriale Fratrum Praedicatorum Anglorum Conventus

Sanctae Crucis in Bornhem øþ÷ÿ, EDA, II, B ÷; ed. Bede
Jarrett OP, Dominicana CRS ÷þ (London öþ÷þ),
öþ÷–ÿ÷.

MOPH Monumenta Ordinis Fratrum Praedicatorum Historica
MRHI A. Gwynn and R. N. Hadcock, Medieval Religious

Houses: Ireland (London: Longman,öþþ÷).
NB New Blackfriars
NPB Profession book of the English Dominican Nuns at

Vilvoorde and Brussels, EDA, VI, Br ö.
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ODNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
OECM John Orlebar Payne, Old English Catholic Missions

(London: Thomas Baker, öþ÷÷).
Paris Matthew Paris, Chronicon, in Henry Richards Luard

(ed.), Chronica majora and Gesta abbatum, þ vols.
(London: Longman, öÿþ÷–öÿÿö).

PCB
öÿÿ÷–öþöö

Provincial Council Book, öÿÿ÷–öþöö, EDA, II, þÿ.

PCB
öþöö–öþ÷ÿ

Provincial Council Book, öþöö–öþ÷ÿ, EDA, V, BJ ö÷.

PCB
öþ÷ÿ–öþÿþ

Provincial Council Book, öþ÷ÿ–öþÿþ, EDA, II, þþ.

pr. professed
PRHö Patent Rolls of the Reign of Henry III Preserved in the

Public Record Oûce
ROCSA H. Playford and J. Caley (eds.), Rotulorum originalium

in Curia Scacarii Abbreviatio, ÷ vols. (London, öÿ÷þ
and öÿö÷).

ThMem Memoriale fratrum praedicatorum Anglorum conventus
Bornhemiensis MS EDA, III, B ÷, ed. Bede Jarrett OP,
Dominicana CRS ÷þ (London öþ÷þ), ööþ–þ÷.

TFI Colmán Ó Clabaigh, The Friars in Ireland ø÷÷÷–øþ÷÷

(Dublin: Four Courts Press, ÷÷ö÷).
TNA The National Archives
trû. transûliated to another province of the Order
TWS Silvester Humphries OP and Sebastian Bullough OP

(eds.), ‘The Woodchester Story’, EDA, III, W ö÷.
VCH Victoria County History
WA Thomas Worthington OP, Annales Fratrum

Predicatorum Provinciae Anglicanae, LEDA II/÷/ÿ.
WBA Thomas Worthington OP, A Brief Account of the

English Province, EDA, V, ‘Thomas Worthington’.
WD Woodchester House Diary, öÿþ÷–öþöÿ, EDA, III,

W ÷.
WJ Thomas Worthington OP, Journal, MS EDA,

V. ‘Thomas Worthington’.
WLöa Thomas Worthington OP, Letter to the Master of the

Order, ö July öþ÷þ to the Master General, AGOP,
XIII, II, ÷.
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WLöb Thomas Worthington OP, Copy of his letter to the
Master of the Order, ö July öþ÷þ to the Master
General, EDA, V. ‘Thomas Worthington’.

WM Thomas Worthington OP, Memoriale of Bishop
Williams, EDA, IV, ‘Missions’.

WPB Woodchester Profession Book (öÿþ÷–öÿÿþ), EDA,
IIII, W öö.
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