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Why Humans Fight

Malešević offers a novel sociological answer to the age-old question:

‘Why do humans fight?’ Instead of focusing on the motivations of

solitary individuals, he emphasises the centrality of the social and his-

torical contexts that make fighting possible. He argues that fighting is

not an individual attribute, but a social phenomenon shaped by one’s

relationships with other people. Drawing on recent scholarship across a

variety of academic disciplines as well as his own interviews with the

former combatants, Malešević shows that one’s willingness to fight is a

contextual phenomenon shaped by specific ideological and organisa-

tional logic. This book explores the role biology, psychology, econom-

ics, ideology, and coercion play in one’s experience of fighting,

emphasising the cultural and historical variability of combativeness.

By drawing from numerous historical and contemporary examples from

all over the world, Malešević demonstrates how social pugnacity is a

relational and contextual phenomenon that possesses autonomous

features.

s ini ša male ševi ć is Professor of Sociology at the University College,

Dublin, and Senior Fellow at CNAM, Paris. His recent books include

Contemporary Sociological Theory (with S. Loyal, 2021), Grounded

Nationalisms (2019), The Rise of Organised Brutality (2017) and Nation-

States and Nationalisms (2013). His work has been translated into 13

languages.

www.cambridge.org/9781009162791
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16279-1 — Why Humans Fight
The Social Dynamics of Close-Range Violence
Siniša Malešević
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Why Humans Fight

The Social Dynamics of Close-Range Violence

Siniša Malešević

www.cambridge.org/9781009162791
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16279-1 — Why Humans Fight
The Social Dynamics of Close-Range Violence
Siniša Malešević
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,

New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009162791

DOI: 10.1017/9781009162807

© Siniša Malešević 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-16279-1 Hardback

ISBN 978-1-009-16281-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy

of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009162791
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16279-1 — Why Humans Fight
The Social Dynamics of Close-Range Violence
Siniša Malešević
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

For all family members and friends who were

displaced by the 1990s wars of Yugoslav succession

and are now scattered all over the world.
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