Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16097-1 — Frances Power Cobbe
Alison Stone

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements on Women in the History of Philosophy
edited by

Jacqueline Broad
Monash University

FRANCES POWER COBBE

Alison Stone
Lancaster University

5% CAMBRIDGE

8} UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009160971
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16097-1 — Frances Power Cobbe
Alison Stone

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009160971
DOI: 10.1017/9781009160964

© Alison Stone 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-16097-1 Paperback
ISSN 2634-4645 (online)
ISSN 2634-4637 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009160971
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-16097-1 — Frances Power Cobbe
Alison Stone

Frontmatter

More Information

Frances Power Cobbe
Elements on Women in the History of Philosophy

DOI: 10.1017/9781009160964
First published online: July 2022

Alison Stone
Lancaster University

Author for correspondence: Alison Stone, a.stone@lancaster.ac.uk

Abstract: This Element introduces the philosophy of Frances Power
Cobbe (1822-1904), a very well-known moral theorist, advocate of
animal welfare and women's rights, and critic of Darwinism and atheism
in the Victorian era. After locating Cobbe’s achievements within
nineteenth-century British culture, this Element examines her
duty-based moral theory of the 1850s and then her 1860s accounts of
duties to animals, women'’s rights, and the mind and unconscious
thought. From the 1870s, in critical response to Darwin’s evolutionary
ethics, Cobbe put greater moral weight on the emotions, especially
sympathy. She now criticised atheism for undermining morality,
emphasised women'’s duties to develop virtues of character, and
recommended treating animals with sympathy and compassion. The
Element links Cobbe’s philosophical arguments to her campaigns for
women's rights and against vivisection, brings in critical responses from
her contemporaries, explains how she became omitted from the history
of philosophy, and shows the lasting importance of her work.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.cambridge.org/alisonstone
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