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Covering European history from the invention of the printing press to the French

Revolution, the third edition of this best-selling textbook is thoroughly updated

with new scholarship and an emphasis on environmental history, travel and

migration, race and cultural blending, and the circulation of goods and

knowledge. Summaries, timelines, maps, illustrations, and discussion questions

illuminate the narrative and support the student. Enhanced online content and

sections on sources and methodology give students the tools they need to study

early modern European history. Leading historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks

skillfully balances breadth and depth of coverage to create a strong narrative,

paying particular attention to the global context of European developments. She

integrates discussion of gender, class, and regional and ethnic differences across

the entirety of Europe and its overseas colonies as well as the economic, political,

religious, and cultural history of the period.

Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks is Distinguished Professor of History Emerita at the

University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee and an experienced textbook author. Her

recent books include What Is Early Modern History? (Wiley, 2021), Christianity

and Sexuality in the Early Modern World (third edition, Routledge, 2020), and

A Concise History of the World (Cambridge University Press, 2015).
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the cambridge history of europe

The Cambridge History of Europe is an innovative textbook series covering the

whole of European history from c. 600 to the present day. The series is aimed

at ûrst-year undergraduates and above and volumes in the series will serve

both as indispensable works of synthesis and as original interpretations of the

European past. Each volume will integrate political, economic, religious, social,

cultural, intellectual and gender history in order to shed new light on the

themes and developments that have been central to the formation of Europe.

Volume I, Part I covers the period from the end of antiquity to the twelfth

century and Volume I, Part II takes the story to the ûourishing of the

Renaissance. Volume II looks at the period from the development of printing

in the 1450s to the French Revolution, Volume III surveys the forging of

modern Europe from 1789 to the First World War and ûnally Volume IV

examines the period from 1914 to 2000. The ûve books will combine

chronological and thematic approaches to the past, will survey Europe in its

entirety, from the Atlantic to Russia’s Urals, and will situate European

developments within a global context. Each volume will also feature boxes,

illustrations, maps, timelines, and guides to further reading as well as online

resources with further primary source and illustrative materials.
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