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THE AUTHORITATIVE HISTORIAN

In this volume an international group of scholars revisits the themes of
John Marincola’s groundbreaking Authority and Tradition in Ancient
Historiography. The nineteen chapters offer a series of case studies that
explore how ancient historians’ approaches to their projects were
informed both by the pull of tradition and by the ambition to innovate.
The key themes explored are the relation of historiography to myth and
poetry; the narrative authority exemplified by Herodotus, the ‘father’ of
history; the use of ‘fictional’ literary devices in historiography; narratorial
self-presentation; and self-conscious attempts to shape the historio-
graphical tradition in new and bold ways. The volume presents a holistic
vision of the development of Greco-Roman historiography and the
historian’s dynamic position within this practice.

.   is an Assistant Professor of Classics at
Agnes Scott College. Her research focuses on Greek historiography
and philosophy, and she has published articles on Herodotus,
Thucydides, and the Presocratics. She is finishing a monograph on
Herodotus and intellectual culture, which was awarded a Loeb
Classical Library Foundation Fellowship.

  is a Senior Lecturer in Classical Studies (Greek
Culture) at the University of Lincoln. Her main research interests lie
inGreek historiography, and she has published articles on Alexander the
Great, Herodotus, and Polybius. She is the author of Alexander the
Great. Letters: A Selection ().

  is a Professor of Greek Literature at the University of
Oxford and Fellow and Tutor in Classics at St Hugh’s College. He is
the author of Thucydides: Narrative and Explanation (), The Sea!
The Sea! (), American Anabasis (), and (with Carol Atack
and Tom Phillips) Anachronism and Antiquity (). He is also the
co-editor (with Luuk Huitink) of Xenophon: Anabasis Book III for the
Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series ().
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Preface

The contributors to this volume are all friends and colleagues of John
Marincola, formerly Leon Golden Professor of Classics at Florida State
University, who is widely seen as one of themost influential students of ancient
historiography in our time. All but four of them were participants in Revisiting
Authority and Tradition in Ancient Historiography, a conference held in
Marincola’s honour in Martina Franca, Puglia, Italy, in April ; another
speaker, Christina Kraus, was prevented by other commitments from contrib-
uting. The brief for the conference participants was to return to the themes of
Marincola’s groundbreakingAuthority and Tradition in AncientHistoriography,
whichwas published byCambridgeUniversity Press in ; our Introduction
sets that monograph in some of its intellectual contexts and briefly explores
how its themes have been pursued in subsequent scholarship, much of it
indebted to the wide-ranging perspectives opened by Marincola.
We are extremely grateful to the late Nicola Leone (honorary president,

founder, and former CEOof Carton Pack) for sponsoring the conference and
so helping to create in a masseria in the hills above Bari a truly (and almost
trulli) friendly and hospitable spirit in keeping with the character of the
honorand. We were delighted to be joined, too, by John’s wife, Laurel
Fulkerson. All the participants would like to join one of the editors in
thanking the other two, Giustina Monti and Scarlett Kingsley, both former
students of John’s at FSU, for their initiative in organizing the conference, and
Giustina for her local expertise in Puglia. At Cambridge University Press we
would like to thank Michael Sharp and his team for their willingness to take
on a substantial edited volume of this kind and their efficiency in dealing with
it, and also the press’s readers for their helpful reports on the draft typescript.
Moreover, we were greatly assisted by Flavio Santini at Berkeley in prepara-
tion of the indexes, and we are grateful to Agnes Scott College for providing
the funding for this. But above all we join the other contributors in offering
this small token of gratitude to John for his warmth, humour, and friendship.

K.S.K., G.M., T.C.B.R.
October 

Decatur, Lincoln, Oxford
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Abbreviations

For ancient authors, we follow the abbreviations used by The Oxford
Classical Dictionary. Abbreviations for journal titles follow L’Année
Philologique.

CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (Berlin, –).
DK H. Diels (ed.), Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker,  vols., rev.

W. Kranz (Berlin, –).
FHG C. Müller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum,  vols. (Paris,

–).
FRHist T. J. Cornell, E. Bispham, J. W. Rich, and C. J. Smith (eds.),

The Fragments of the Roman Historians,  vols. (Oxford, ).
GE F. Montanari et al. (eds.), The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek

(Leiden, ).
ILLRP A. Degrassi (ed.), Inscriptiones Latinae Liberae Rei Publicae,

vol.  (Berlin, ), vol.  (Florence, ).
ILS H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae (Berlin, –).
LSJ H. G. Liddell and R. Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, revised

and augmented by H. Stuart Jones, with the assistance of
R. McKenzie (Oxford, ).

PMGF M. Davies (ed.), Poetarum Melicorum Graecorum Fragmenta
I (Oxford, ).

SEG J. J. Hondius et al. (eds.), Supplementum Epigraphicum
Graecum,  vols. to date (Leiden, –).
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