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THE SOCIOCULTURAL CONTEXT OF ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS

Embedded within the sociocultural context of romantic relationships are features 
such as race, culture, neighborhoods, the legal system, and governmental policy. 
Due to the inherent di�culties with studying large structures and systems, little 
work has been done at the macro level in relationship science. �is volume spot-
lights the complex interplay between romantic relationships and these structural 
systems, including varied insights from experts in the �eld. In turn, more diverse 
and generalizable research programs on the social ecology of relationships can 
be developed, helping to facilitate advances in theory. Scholars and students of 
relationship science in psychology, sociology, communication, and family studies 
will bene�t from these discussions. �is title is part of the Flip it Open programme 
and may also be available Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for 
details.

Brian G. Ogolsky is Professor of Human Development and Family Studies at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, USA. He is an expert on how roman-
tic relationships change over time with particular attention to the intersection 
between law, public policy, and family life. He has won many awards for his 
scholarship, mentorship, and instruction. He has authored two previous books, 
which both received international acclaim from the International Association for 
Relationship Research.
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Purdue University

John P. Caughlin

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

C. Raymond Knee

University of Houston

Terri L. Orbuch

Oakland University

Although scholars from a variety of disciplines have written and conversed about the importance 
of personal relationships for decades, the emergence of personal relationships as a �eld of study is 
relatively recent. Advances in Personal Relationships represents the culmination of years of multi-
disciplinary and interdisciplinary work on personal relationships. Sponsored by the International 
Association for Relationship Research, the series o�ers readers cutting-edge research and theory in 
the �eld. Contributing authors are internationally known scholars from a variety of disciplines, includ-
ing social psychology, clinical psychology, communication, history, sociology, gerontology, and family 
studies. Volumes include integrative reviews, conceptual pieces, summaries of research programs, and 
major theoretical works. Advances in Personal Relationships presents �rst-rate scholarship that is both 
provocative and theoretically grounded. �e theoretical and empirical work described by authors will 
stimulate readers and advance the �eld by o�ering new ideas and retooling old ones. �e series will be 
of interest to upper-division undergraduate students, graduate students, researchers, and practitioners.
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