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This book offers a radical reinterpretation of the development of the

modern world through the concept of Jacobinism. It argues that the

French Revolution was not just another step in the construction of capital-

ist modernity, but produced an alternative (geo)political economy – that is,

“Jacobinism.” Furthermore, Jacobinism provided a blueprint for other

modernization projects, thereby profoundly impacting the content and

tempo of global modernity in and beyond Europe. The book traces the

journey of Jacobinism in the Ottoman Empire and Turkey. It contends that

until the 1950s, the Ottoman/Turkish experiment with modernity was not

marked by a peripheral or statist capitalism, as conventionally presumed,

but by a historically specific Jacobinism. Asserting this Jacobin legacy then

leads to a novel interpretation of the subsequent transition to and authori-

tarian consolidation of capitalism in contemporary Turkey. As such, by

tracing the world historical trajectory of Jacobinism, the book establishes

a new way of understanding the origins and development of global

modernity.

eren duzgun is Assistant Professor at the University of Nottingham,

China Campus. His research focuses on historical sociology, political

economy and international relations. His work has appeared in the

European Journal of International Relations, the Review of International

Studies, the Journal of International Relations and Development and the

European Journal of Sociology, among other scholarly outlets.
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This series, published in association with the Centre for International Studies at
the London School of Economics, is centred on three main themes. First, the
series is oriented around work that is transdisciplinary, which challenges
disciplinary conventions and develops arguments that cannot be grasped
within existing disciplines. It will include work combining a wide range of
fields, including international relations, international law, political theory,
history, sociology and ethics. Second, it comprises books that contain an
overtly international or transnational dimension, but not necessarily focused
simply within the discipline of International Relations. Finally, the series will
publish books that use scholarly inquiry as a means of addressing pressing
political concerns. Books in the series may be predominantly theoretical, or
predominantly empirical, but all will say something of significance about
political issues that exceed national boundaries.
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