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CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS

Critical consciousness represents the analysis of inequitable social conditions, the
motivation to effect change, and the action taken to redress perceived inequities.
Scholarship and practice in the last two decades have highlighted critical con-
sciousness as a key developmental competency for those experiencing margin-
alization and as a pathway for navigating and resisting oppression. This
competency is more urgent than ever given the current sociopolitical moment,
in which long-standing inequity, bias, discrimination, and competing ideologies
are amplified. This volume assembles leading scholars to address some of the
field’s most urgent questions: How does critical consciousness develop? What
theories can be used to complement and enrich our understanding of the opera-
tion of critical consciousness? How might new directions in theory and measure-
ment further enhance what is known about critical consciousness? It offers
cutting-edge ideas and answers to these questions that are of utmost importance
to deepen our critical consciousness theory and measurement.

Luke J. Rapa is Assistant Professor in the Department of Education and Human
Development at Clemson University, USA. He is coeditor of Developing Critical
Consciousness in Youth: Contexts and Settings (2023) and Disproportionality and
Social Justice in Education (2022). He was Clemson University’s College of
Education Junior Researcher of the Year in 2022.

Erin B. Godfrey is Associate Professor of Applied Psychology in the Steinhardt
School of Culture, Education, and Human Development at New York University,
USA. She is coeditor of Developing Critical Consciousness in Youth: Contexts and
Settings (2023) and an editorial board member for the Journal of Youth and
Adolescence. She won NYU Steinhardt’s W. Gabriel Carras Research Award in
2013 and NYU Steinhardt’s Griffiths Research Award in 2018.
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Contemporary Social Issues

General Editor: Brian D. Christens, Vanderbilt University

Contemporary Social Issues is the official book series of the Society for the
Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI). Since its founding in 1936, SPSSI
has addressed the social issues of the times. Central to these efforts has been
the Lewinian tradition of action-oriented research, in which psychological
theories and methods guide research and action addressed to important
societal problems. Grounded in their authors’ programmes of research,
works in this series focus on social issues facing individuals, groups, commu-
nities, and/or society at large, with each volume written to speak to scholars,
students, practitioners, and policymakers.

Other Books in the Series
Developing Critical Consciousness in Youth: Contexts and Settings
Erin Godfrey and Luke Rapa, editors

Critical Consciousness: Expanding Theory and Measurement
Luke Rapa and Erin Godfrey, editors
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For Sarah, my model in the pursuit of love, humanity, and
justice. Thank you for leading the way — not only for me, but for
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for DD, Mali, Kian, Bijan, Carson, and all my other honorary

children. May you always recognize what is unfair and fight for
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