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Empires of Complaints

In this deeply researched and revealing account, Robert Travers offers 

a new view of the transition from Mughal to British rule in India. 

By focusing on processes of petitioning and judicial inquiry, Travers 

argues that the East India Company consolidated its territorial power 

in the conquered province of Bengal by co-opting and transforming 

late Mughal, Persianate practices of administering justice to petitioning 

subjects. Recasting the origins of the pivotal ‘Permanent Settlement’ of 

the Bengal revenues in 1793, Travers explores the gradual production 

of a new system of colonial taxation and civil law through the selective 

adaptation and reworking of Mughal norms and precedents. Drawing 

on English and Persian sources, Empires of Complaints reimagines the 

origins of British India by foregrounding the late Mughal context for 

colonial state-formation, and the ways that British rulers reinterpreted 

and reconstituted Persianate forms of statecraft to suit their new empire.

Robert Travers is Associate Professor of History at Cornell University.
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Note on Transliteration and Names

For the transliteration of Persian words, I have tried to follow the usage 

in Francis Joseph Steingass, A Comprehensive Persian-English Dictionary 

(London, 1892). I have not used diacritic marks except for hamza (ʾ) and 

‘ayn (ʿ), and I have used -ul- rather than Steingass’s u’l- for the Arabic 

article. Translations, when not otherwise indicated, are my own.

It is dif�cult to be consistent in the English rendering of names of 

people and places given the range of usage in contemporary sources 

and among later historians. For better-known �gures, for example, 

Muhammad Reza Khan, I have tried to follow a commonly used English 

transcription. For less well-known people, I have sometimes used the 

transcription given in contemporary English records, using quotation 

marks in the �rst usage of the name to indicate this. For place names, 

I have generally used colonial-era English forms, for example, Calcutta 

rather than Kolkata and Dacca rather than Dhaka.
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Add. MSS Additional manuscripts

BBRP Bengal Board of Revenue Proceedings

BCJP Bengal Criminal and Judicial Proceedings

BJP Bengal Judicial Proceedings

BL British Library, London

BRCP Board of Revenue Central Provinces Proceedings

BRJP Bengal Revenue and Judicial Proceedings

BRP Bengal Revenue Proceedings

BSP Bengal Secret Proceedings

IOR India Of�ce Records

IOPP India Of�ce Private Papers

ODNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, 2004, 

Online edition)

PCCRM Proceedings of the Controlling Committee of  Revenue 

at Murshidabad

PCRC Provincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta Proceedings

PCRP Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna Proceedings

PRP Preparer of Reports Proceedings

SDA Bengal Sudder Dewannny Adawlut Proceedings

SKR Superintendent of Khalsa Records Proceedings

WBSA West Bengal State Archives (Historical Division)

www.cambridge.org/9781009125697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-12569-7 — Empires of Complaints
Mughal Law and the Making of British India, 1765–1793
Robert Travers
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

B
ay

 o
f

  
B

en
ga

l

B
L

A
C

K
M

E
R

 M
A

P
S

S
an

d
w

ip
Is

la
n

d
  

D
A

C
C

A

P
A

T
N

A

M
U

R
S

H
I
D

A
B

A
D

C
A

L
C

U
T

T
A

H
u

sa
in

ab
ad

 1
 

B
ah

ar
b

an
d

 2
 

F
u

tt
y 

S
in

g
 3

 
L

as
h

k
ar

p
u

r
 4

 
M

ah
m

u
d

sh
ah

i
 5

 
S

ir
is

 K
u

tu
m

b
a

1

2

4

3

5

P
al

am
au

R
ot

as

S
h

ah
ab

adS
ar

an
T

ir
h

u
t

B
eh

ar

R
am

ga
rh

Koonda

S
in

gh
bh

u
m

P
ac

h
et

M
on

gh
yr

R
aj

sh
ah

i

P
u

rn
ea

B
ir

bh
u

m

B
u

rd
w

an

M
id

n
ap

u
r

S
yl

h
et

D
ac

ca

D
ac

ca

B
et

to
ri

ah

Je
ss

or
e

D
in

aj
p

u
r

C
oo

ch
   

B
eh

ar

C

hitta
gong

R
an

ga
m

at
ty

Go r a
go

t

R
an

gp
u

r

Bish
nupur

Boosnah

Krish
nanagar

A
tt

ya

R
aj

mah
al

H
aj

ip
ur

C
ha

m
pa

ra
n

Hoogh

ly
S
U

N
D

A
R
B
A

N
S

O
r

is
s

a

A
s

s
a

m

T
ip

p
e

r
a

[T
ri

p
u

ra
]

B
I

H

A

R

B
E

N
A

L

G

B
a

y
 o

f 
B

en
g

a
l

So
n

Bra h m

a p
ut

ra

G
an

ge
s

Bhagirathi-Hooghly

M

egh
na

n
o

rt
h

10
0 

m
il

es

20
0 

k
il

o
m

et
r

es

M
a
p
 1

.1
 

T
h
e
 P

ro
v
in

c
e
s 

o
f 

B
e
n

g
a
l 
a
n

d
 B

ih
a
r 

u
n

d
e
r 

E
a
st

 I
n

d
ia

 C
o
m

p
a
n

y
 R

u
le

, 
a
s 

d
e
p

ic
te

d
 i
n

 J
a
m

e
s 

R
e
n

n
e
ll
’s

 ‘
A

n
 A

c
tu

a
l 

S
u

rv
e
y
 o

f 
th

e
 P

ro
v
in

c
e
s 

o
f 

B
e
n

g
a
l,
 B

a
h

a
r 

&
 C

a
’ 
(L

o
n

d
o
n

, 
1
7
7
6
).

www.cambridge.org/9781009125697
www.cambridge.org

