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By focusing on processes of petitioning and judicial inquiry, Travers
argues that the East India Company consolidated its territorial power
in the conquered province of Bengal by co-opting and transforming
late Mughal, Persianate practices of administering justice to petitioning
subjects. Recasting the origins of the pivotal ‘Permanent Settlement’ of
the Bengal revenues in 1793, Travers explores the gradual production
of a new system of colonial taxation and civil law through the selective
adaptation and reworking of Mughal norms and precedents. Drawing
on English and Persian sources, Empires of Complaints reimagines the
origins of British India by foregrounding the late Mughal context for
colonial state-formation, and the ways that British rulers reinterpreted
and reconstituted Persianate forms of statecraft to suit their new empire.
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Note on Transliteration and Names

For the transliteration of Persian words, I have tried to follow the usage
in Francis Joseph Steingass, A Comprehensive Persian-English Dictionary
(London, 1892). I have not used diacritic marks except for Zamza () and
‘ayn (), and I have used -ul- rather than Steingass’s u’/- for the Arabic
article. Translations, when not otherwise indicated, are my own.

It is difficult to be consistent in the English rendering of names of
people and places given the range of usage in contemporary sources
and among later historians. For better-known figures, for example,
Muhammad Reza Khan, I have tried to follow a commonly used English
transcription. For less well-known people, I have sometimes used the
transcription given in contemporary English records, using quotation
marks in the first usage of the name to indicate this. For place names,
I have generally used colonial-era English forms, for example, Calcutta
rather than Kolkata and Dacca rather than Dhaka.
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BL British Library, London

BRCP Board of Revenue Central Provinces Proceedings
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BRP Bengal Revenue Proceedings

BSP Bengal Secret Proceedings

IOR India Office Records

10PP India Office Private Papers

ODNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, 2004,
Online edition)

PCCRM Proceedings of the Controlling Committee of Revenue
at Murshidabad

PCRC Provincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta Proceedings

PCRP Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna Proceedings

PRP Preparer of Reports Proceedings

SDA Bengal Sudder Dewannny Adawlut Proceedings

SKR Superintendent of Khalsa Records Proceedings

WBSA West Bengal State Archives (Historical Division)
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