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HUM A N EMPIR E

Arguing that demographic thought begins not with quanti�cation 
but in attempts to control the qualities of people, Human Empire 
traces two transformations spanning the early modern period. 
First was the emergence of population as an object of governance 
through a series of engagements in sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century England, Ireland and colonial North America, in�uenced 
by humanist policy, reason of state and natural philosophy, and 
culminating in the creation of political arithmetic. Second was 
the debate during the long eighteenth century over the locus and 
limits of demographic agency, as church, civil society and private 
projects sought to mobilize and manipulate di�erent marginalized 
and racialized groups – and as American colonists o�ered their own 
visions of imperial demography. �is innovative, engaging study 
examines the emergence of population as an object of knowledge 
and governance and connects the history of demographic ideas with 
their early modern intellectual, political and colonial contexts.

Ted McCor mick  is Associate Professor of History at Concordia 
University in Montreal. His �rst book, William Petty and the 
Ambitions of Political Arithmetic (2009), won the 2010 John Ben 
Snow Prize, awarded by the North American Conference on British 
Studies for the best book on any aspect of British history before 
1800. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
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IDE AS IN CONTEXT

Edited by DAVID ARMITAGE, RICHARD BOURKE and JENNIFER  
PITTS

�e books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of 
related new disciplines. �e procedures, aims and vocabularies that were generated 
will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary 
frameworks of ideas and institutions. �rough detailed studies of the evolution 
of such traditions, and their modi�cation by di�erent audiences, it is hoped that 
a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By 
this means, arti�cial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various 
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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