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HUMAN EMPIRE

Arguing that demographic thought begins not with quantification
but in attempts to control the qualities of people, Human Empire
traces two transformations spanning the early modern period.
First was the emergence of population as an object of governance
through a series of engagements in sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century England, Ireland and colonial North America, influenced
by humanist policy, reason of state and natural philosophy, and
culminating in the creation of political arithmetic. Second was
the debate during the long eighteenth century over the locus and
limits of demographic agency, as church, civil society and private
projects sought to mobilize and manipulate different marginalized
and racialized groups — and as American colonists offered their own
visions of imperial demography. This innovative, engaging study
examines the emergence of population as an object of knowledge
and governance and connects the history of demographic ideas with
their early modern intellectual, political and colonial contexts.

TED McCORMICK is Associate Professor of History at Concordia
University in Montreal. His first book, William Petty and the
Ambitions of Political Arithmetic (2009), won the 2010 John Ben
Snow Prize, awarded by the North American Conference on British
Studies for the best book on any aspect of British history before
1800. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by DAVID ARMITAGE, RICHARD BOURKE and JENNIFER
PITTS

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were generated
will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution
of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that
a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

HUMAN EMPIRE

Mobility and Demographic Thought in the
British Atlantic World, 1500—1800

TED McCORMICK

Concordia University, Montréal

I CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8€a, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009124614

DOTI: 10.1017/978100912883 4
© Ted McCormick 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2022
First paperback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
NAMES: McCormick, Ted, author.
TITLE: Human empire : mobility and demographic thought in the British
Atlantic world, 1500-1800 / Ted McCormick.
pEsCRIPTION: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2022. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2021970029 | ISBN 9781009123266 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781009128834 (ebook)

SUBJECTS: LcsH: Demography — Political aspects — Great Britain — History. |
Great Britain — Colonies — Population. | Great Britain — Politics and government — 1485~ |
Great Britain — Intellectual life. | B1sac: porrticaL science / History & Theory
CLASSIFICATION: LCC HB3583.A3 M33 2022 | DDC 304.60941—dc23/eng/20220105
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021970029

ISBN  978-1-009-12326-6  Hardback
ISBN  978-1-009-12461-4  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

For my daughters, Vivian and Audrey

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction: Transformations in Demographic Thought

I

Mobility and Mutability in the Early Tudor Body Politic

2 Marginality, Incivility and Degeneration in Elizabethan
England and Ireland

3 Beyond the Body Politic: Territory, Population and Colonial
Projecting

4 Transmutation, Quantification and the Creation of Political
Arithmetic

s Improving Populations in the Eighteenth Century

Conclusion: Malthus, Demographic Governance and the Limits

of Politics

Afterword

Bibliography

Index

vii

page viii

25

61

103

139
188

235

252

254
287

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

I began thinking about this book before my last one was published and
before I started my job as Assistant Professor at Concordia, in 2008. In
the course of working on this study of demographic thinking, I married,
became a father to two children and lost my own father — demographic
events that are, as all demographic events are, more than statistics. Like its
author, the book has grown and changed beyond recognition in the years
since its inception. Some of those thanked here may wonder why their
names appear; others may have given up waiting. Still, it could not have
been done without them.

My biggest debts of gratitude are still owed to my doctoral and post-
doctoral mentors, David Armitage and Nicholas Canny; neither super-
vised this project, but both did more than anyone else to help me find
the professional footing necessary to carry it out. Conversations with Carl
Wennerlind, particularly in the early years, and with Vera Keller through-
out helped me to pinpoint my subject and think about its significance; it
would be fair to say that they have also helped me to define the kind of
historian I am. Theresa Ventura has been with me at every stage of this
project, listened to and questioned successive iterations of it over the years,
read more drafts than I can remember writing, traveled across the globe to
enable me to pursue related opportunities and sacrificed her time to help
secure mine. No thanks can cover that.

A shockingly large number of scholars, some friends and some email
acquaintances have given me the opportunity to collaborate with them
in the conference panels, seminars, symposia, journal special issues or
edited volumes that have done so much to shape and reshape this proj-
ect. (I have said no to very little, and the book is richer for it.) Special
thanks in this regard are due to Roy Ritchie, my host at the Henry E.
Huntington Library during 2010115 Alison Bashford, who brought me to
the Sydney Centre for the Foundations of Science at University of Sydney
in early 2013; Philip Stern, who, along with Carl Wennerlind, invited me

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments ix

to contribute a chapter to their volume on Mercantilism Reimagined (2013);
Robert Mayhew, whose invitation to write about pre-Malthusians for his
volume New Perspectives on Malthus (2016) did more than anything else to
clarify the argument of this book in its final form; and Emma Spary and
my Concordia colleague Anya Zilberstein, whose invitation to write on
population and food-related projects — coinciding with Christine Zabel’s
suggestion that I think, write and talk about the history of self-interest —
sent me deeper into the Hartlib Papers than I had ever planned to go.
For invitations to share my research in person or in writing and to
talk about the questions involved, I thank David Armitage, Nigel Smith,
Owen Williams and the Folger Institute Center for the History of British
Political Thought; Pascal Bastien and the Groupe de recherche en his-
toire des sociabilités at the Université de Québec @ Montréal; Dan Carey,
Eileen Gillooly and the Heyman Center for the Humanities at Columbia
University; Janet Clare; Jeff Collins and the Department of History at
Queen’s University; Elizabeth Cook, Tayler Meredith and participants in
the Green Britain conference at the Birmingham Centre for Reformation
and Early Modern Studies; Kevin Gilmartin and the Humanities Seminar
at Caltech; Brian Lewis and the Montreal British History Seminar at
McGill University; Vanessa Harding, Kris Heitman and participants
in the London Bills of Mortality symposium at the Folger Shakespeare
Library; Peter Mancall and the University of Southern California-
Huntington Library Early Modern Studies Institute; John Marshall and
the Department of History at the Johns Hopkins University; Allyson
May and participants in the Law and Governance in Britain Conference
at the University of Western Ontario; Jane Ohlmeyer; Lindsay O’Neill
and the Seminar in Early Modern British History at the Huntington;
Akos Sivado and the Research Centre for the Humanities in Budapest;
Scott Sowerby and the British Studies Graduate Cluster at Northwestern
University; Rachel Weil and the few but proud participants in our round-
table on population at the North American Conference on British Studies
in Providence; and Christine Zabel and participants in the Knowledge(s)
of Self-Interest workshop at the Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut, Essen.
In and around these occasions, the book has benefited from conversa-
tions, comments, readings and exchanges with many others. I am sorry
for any omissions, but let me at least record my gratitude to Fredrik
Albritton Jonsson, Donna Andrew, Eric Ash, Moya Bailey, Bill Bulman,
Will Cavert, Joyce Chaplin, Hal Cook, Brian Cowan, David Cressy, Will
Deringer, Barbara Donagan, Molly Farrell, Moti Feingold, Mary Fissell,
Jeremy Fradkin, Robert Frank, John Gagne, Stephen Gaukroger, Hugh

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-12461-4 — Human Empire: Mobility and Demographic Thought
in the British Atlantic World, 1500-1800

Ted McCormick

Frontmatter

More Information

X Acknowledgments

Goodacre, Elsbeth Heaman, Amanda Herbert, David Hitchcock, Joanna
Innes (who warned me that my subject was boundless), Mark Jenner,
Phil Kreager, Karen Kupperman, Rhodri Lewis, Bruce Moran, Matthew
Neufeld, Tara Nummedal, Maggie Pelling, Keith Pluymers, Nick
Popper, Chanda Prescod-Weinstein, Andrea Rusnock, Barbara Shapiro,
Kenny Sheppard, Brent Sirota, Paul Slack, Abby Swingen, Bob Tittler
and Andrew Wear. My Concordia colleagues Sarah Ghabrial, Norman
Ingram, Andy Ivaska, Wilson Jacob, Shannon McSheffrey and Elena
Razlogova have broadened my perspectives, as have chats over several years
now with my former student, James Leduc. My research assistants, Sélveig
Hanson and Hannah Sparwasser Soroka, went above and beyond in help-
ing me make the manuscript neater and clearer than it would otherwise
be. Warm thanks to Liz Friend-Smith at Cambridge University Press, the
series editors and the two anonymous reviewers, for their encouragement
and advice.

Research involved sojourns to a range of institutions. Not all are
evident in the final product, but each played a role in its completion.
My thanks go to the archivists, librarians and staft of the American
Philosophical Society Library, the British Library, the Carlisle Library,
the Cheshire Record Office, the East Sussex Record Office, the Folger
Shakespeare Library, the Henry E. Huntington Library, the Library of
Congress, the London Metropolitan Archive, the McGill University
Library, the National Archives (UK), the New York Public Library, the
Royal Society Library and the Concordia University Library. Nor could
the book have been written without extensive use of digital resources,
including the Corpus of Electronic Texts, Early English Books Online,
Eighteenth-Century Collections Online, the Hartlib Papers Online and
the Holinshed Project. Funding for the original project — conceived very
differently than the book before you — came from a Seed Grant from
Concordia in 2009-10 and from a 2010-14 Standard Research Grant
from the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada,
improved by a Mellon Fellowship at the Huntington in 201011 and a
Visiting Fellowship at the Sydney Centre for the Foundations of Science
in 2013.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009124614
www.cambridge.org

