
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-12430-0 — A History of the Hausa Language
Paul Newman
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Tables page viii

Preface ix

Transcription and Symbols xi

List of Abbreviations xiv

1. The Hausa Language 1

2. Phonology 6

2.1 Consonants 6

2.1.1 Current Inventory 6

2.1.2 Historical Inventory 11

2.1.3 Klingenheben’s Law (KL) 14

2.1.4 Law of Codas in Reduplication (Lacore) 22

2.1.5 Palatals and Palatalization 26

2.1.6 Glides /w/ and /y/ 29

2.1.7 Glottal Stop and /h/ as New Phonemes 30

2.1.8 History of Hausa Rs 33

2.1.9 Nasals 40

2.1.10 Metathesis 45

2.1.11 Geminates 47

2.1.12 Morphologization of Gemination 53

2.2 Vowels 55

2.2.1 The OH Vowel System 56

2.2.2 Contrastive Internal Short High Vowels 56

2.2.3 Medial Mid Vowels 57

2.2.4 Non-Systematic Modifications 60

2.2.5 Word-Initial Vowels 61

2.2.6 Word-Final Vowel Length 61

2.2.7 Lowering of Word-Final *uu > oo 62

2.2.8 Diphthongs 64

2.3 Tone 72

2.3.1 Tone Inventory: Two-Tone System 72

2.3.2 Falling Tone 73

2.3.3 Rising Tone 75

2.3.4 Tone Polarity 77

2.3.5 Floating Tones 79

2.3.6 Low Tone Raising (LTR) 81

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009124300
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-12430-0 — A History of the Hausa Language
Paul Newman
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

2.3.7 Tone Integrating Suffixes 83

2.4 Syllable Structure 86

2.4.1 Syllabic Inventory 86

2.4.2 Syllable Weight 86

3. Morphology 88

3.1 Nouns 88

3.1.1 Feminine Formation 89

3.1.2 Plurals 94

3.1.3 ma- Derivatives 108

3.1.4 mài / màasú and máràs / máràsáa 113

3.1.5 Abstract Nouns of Sensory Quality (ANSQ) 116

3.1.6 Ethnonyms and Language Names 117

3.1.7 Compounds 121

3.1.8 Pairs 125

3.1.9 Frozen Suffixes -koo and -makoo 126

3.1.10 Frozen Suffix -naa 127

3.2 Adjectives 127

3.2.1 Basic Adjectives 127

3.2.2 Deverbal Adjectives 129

3.2.3 Derived Adjectives of Sensory Quality (DASQ) 131

3.2.4 Attenuated Reduplicated Adjectives (‘-ish’) 132

3.3 Pronouns 133

3.3.1 General 133

3.3.2 Subject Pronouns in the Completive 134

3.3.3 First Person Singular Pronoun 136

3.3.4 Impersonal 137

3.4 Verbs 138

3.4.1 Grade System 138

3.4.2 Transitivity 156

3.4.3 Frozen Verb Suffixes 159

3.4.4 Pluractionals 166

3.5 Adverbs 171

3.5.1 Noun to Adverb 171

3.5.2 ‘Here’ and ‘There’ 172

3.6 Ideophones 173

4. Syntax – Grammar 174

4.1 Gender 174

4.1.1 Genitive Linker 175

4.1.2 Alienable vs Inalienable Possession 177

4.2 Demonstratives and Determiners 177

4.2.1 Demonstratives 177

4.2.2 Definite Determiners 180

4.3 Adjectives 181

4.4 Tense–Aspect–Mood (TAM) 181

4.4.1 General 181

4.4.2 Future 182

4.4.3 Completive and Preterite (‘Rel-Completive’) 183

4.4.4 Subjunctive and Aorist 185

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009124300
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-12430-0 — A History of the Hausa Language
Paul Newman
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

4.4.5 Imperative 186

4.5 Negation 187

4.5.1 General 187

4.5.2 Negative Completive and Preterite 188

4.5.3 Negative Continuative 188

4.5.4 Negative Commands 189

4.5.5 Negative Existentials 189

4.6 Questions and Focus 190

4.6.1 Word Order 190

4.6.2 The q-Morpheme 191

4.7 Conditionals 192

4.8 Prepositional Phrases 193

4.9 Numerals 193

4.10 Reflexives and Reciprocals 194

4.11 Indirect Objects 196

4.11.1 Word Order 196

4.11.2 Indirect Object Pronouns 197

4.11.3 Pre-Noun Indirect Object Markers 198

4.11.4 Pre-i.o. Form of the Verb 200

4.12 Causative 203

5. Loanwords 205

5.1 Arabic 205

5.2 Kanuri, Tuareg, Fulani 207

5.3 Yoruba and Other Southern Nigerian Languages 208

5.4 English 208

5.5 Impact of Loanwords 209

5.5.1 Non-palatalizing Coronals 209

5.5.2 Mid Vowels in Closed Syllables 209

5.5.3 Consonants in Word-Final Position 210

5.5.4 Co-occurrence of Glottal Stop and Glottalized Consonants 210

5.5.5 Gender Assignment 210

6. Lexicon and Etymologies 212

6.1 Chadic Lexical Retentions 212

6.2 Individual Etymologies 214

7. Conclusion 221

References 224

Index 229

viiContents

www.cambridge.org/9781009124300
www.cambridge.org

