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Feeding the Mind explores how European intellectual life was rebuilt after

the cataclysm of the First World War. Learned communities were left in

ruins by the conûict and its consequences; cultural and educational sites

were destroyed, writers and artists were killed in battle, and tens of

thousands of others were displaced. Against the backdrop of an

unprecedented post-war humanitarian crisis which threatened millions

with starvation and disease, many organizations chose to focus on

assisting intellectuals and their institutions, giving them food, medicine,

and books in order to stabilize European democracies and build a peaceful

international order. Drawing on examples from Austria to Russia and

Belgium to Serbia, Feeding the Mind analyses the role of

humanitarianism in post-conûict reconstruction and explores why ideas

and intellectuals were deemed to be worth protecting at a time of

widespread crisis. This issue was pertinent in the century that followed

and remains so today.
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its aftermath, his books include the prizewinning The University at War

1914–25: Britain, France and the United States (2015) and Trinity in War

and Revolution, 1912–23 (2015).

www.cambridge.org/9781009123228
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-12322-8 — Feeding the Mind
Tomás Irish 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare

General Editor
Robert Gerwarth, University College Dublin
Jay Winter, Yale University

Advisory Editors
Heather Jones, University College London
Rana Mitter, University of Oxford
Michelle Moyd, Michigan State University
Martin Thomas, University of Exeter

In recent years the ûeld of modern history has been enriched by the
exploration of two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural
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and cultural history.
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Note on the Text

I have referred to places as they appeared in contemporary sources

using the generally accepted English-language version of their names.

Where place names have subsequently changed, their current name is

indicated in a footnote at their ûrst mention in the text. In speciûc cases

where sites were contested at a point in time, such as the former

Habsburg lands in the immediate aftermath of the First World War,

two names are provided to highlight this contemporary contestation.
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