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Feeding the Mind explores how European intellectual life was rebuilt after
the cataclysm of the First World War. Learned communities were left in
ruins by the conflict and its consequences; cultural and educational sites
were destroyed, writers and artists were killed in battle, and tens of
thousands of others were displaced. Against the backdrop of an
unprecedented post-war humanitarian crisis which threatened millions
with starvation and disease, many organizations chose to focus on
assisting intellectuals and their institutions, giving them food, medicine,
and books in order to stabilize European democracies and build a peaceful
international order. Drawing on examples from Austria to Russia and
Belgium to Serbia, Feeding the Mind analyses the role of
humanitarianism in post-conflict reconstruction and explores why ideas
and intellectuals were deemed to be worth protecting at a time of
widespread crisis. This issue was pertinent in the century that followed
and remains so today.

TOMAS IRISH is Associate Professor of Modern History at Swansea
University. A specialist in the cultural history of the First World War and
its aftermath, his books include the prizewinning The University at War
1914-25: Britain, France and the United States (2015) and Trinity in War
and Revolution, 1912-23 (2015).
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Note on the Text

I have referred to places as they appeared in contemporary sources
using the generally accepted English-language version of their names.
Where place names have subsequently changed, their current name is
indicated in a footnote at their first mention in the text. In specific cases
where sites were contested at a point in time, such as the former
Habsburg lands in the immediate aftermath of the First World War,
two names are provided to highlight this contemporary contestation.
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