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HEIDEGGER’S SOCIAL ONTOLOGY

Many critics and commentators hold that Heidegger had next to
nothing to say about human sociality. In this book, Nicolai Knudsen
rectifies this popular misconception. Drawing on his influential
philosophy of mind, his philosophy of action, and his conception
of being-with, Knudsen argues that the central idea of Heidegger’s
social ontology is that we can only understand others, do things with
others, and form lasting groups with others if we pre-reflectively
correlate their behaviour with our own projects and the world that
lies between us. Knudsen then uses this framework to formulate
Heideggerian contributions to current debates on social cognition,
collective intentionality, and social normativity. He also reinterprets
Heidegger’s famous concept of authenticity in the light of his social
ontological commitments and shows how Heidegger’s affiliation with
National Socialism betrays his own best insights into the fundamen-
tal structure of social life.

NICOLAI K. KNUDSEN is Assistant Professor in Philosophy at
Aarhus University. He has published articles in European Journal of
Philosophy, Research in Phenomenology, and Phenomenology and the

Cognitive Sciences.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology
Nicolai K. Knudsen

Frontmatter

More Information

MODERN EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY

Titles published in the series

Henry Somers-Hall: Judgement and Sense in Modern French Philosophy
Sacha Golob: Heidegger on Concepts, Freedom and Normativity
Ludwig Siep: Hegel’s “Phenomenology of Spirit”

Jeanine Grenberg: Kant’s Defense of Common Moral Experience
Fabian Freyenhagen: Adorno’s Practical Philosophy
Brady Bowman: Hegel and the Metaphysics of Absolute Negativity
Robert Stern: Understanding Moral Obligation
Espen Hammer: Philosophy and Temporality from Kant to Critical Theory
David James: Fichte’s Social and Political Philosophy
Anne Margaret Baxley: Kants Theory of Virtue
Benjamin Rutter: Hegel on the Modern Arts
Nicolas D. Warren: Husserl and the Promise of Time
Sharon Krishek: Kierkegaard on Faith and Love
Jean-Christophe Merle: German Idealism and the Concept of Punishment
Kristin Gjesdal: Gadamer and the Legacy of German Idealism
Paul Redding: Analytic Philosophy and the Return of Hegelian Thought
Andrew Bowie: Music, Philosophy and Modernity
Rachel Zuckert: Kant on Beauty and Biology
Béatrice Longuenesse: Hegel’s Critique of Metaphysics
Otfried Hofte: Kant’s Cosmopolitan Theory of Law and Peace
Heinrich Meier: Leo Strauss and the Theologico-Political Problem
Wayne Martin: Theories of Judgment
Béatrice Longuenesse: Kant on the Human Standpoint
Johanna Oksala: Foucault on Freedom
Robert M. Wallace: Hegel’s Philosophy of Reality, Freedom, and God
Wolfgang Detel: Foucault and Classical Antiquity
Michael Quante: Hegel’s Concept of Action
Jon Stewart: Kierkegaard's Relations to Hegel Reconsidered
Riidiger Bubner: The Innovations of Idealism
Douglas Moggach: The Philosophy and Politics of Bruno Bauer
Taylor Carman: Heidegger’s Analytic
Will Dudley: Hegel, Nietzsche, and Philosophy
J. M. Bernstein: Adorno
Allen Speight: Hegel, Literature, and the Problem of Agency
Henry Allison: Kant’s Theory of Taste
Michelle Grier: Kant’s Doctrine of Transcendental Illusion
Daniel Dahlstrom: Heideggers Concept of Truth
Nicholas Wolsterstorft: Thomas Reid and the Story of Epistemology
Cristina Lafont: Heidegger, Language, and World-Disclosure
Alfredo Ferrarin: Hegel and Aristotle
Karl Ameriks: Kant and the Fate of Autonomy
Allen Wood: Kant’s Ethical Thought
Gary Gutting: Pragmatic Liberalism and the Critique of Modernity

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology
Nicolai K. Knudsen

Frontmatter

More Information

Charles Griswold: Adam Smith and the Virtues of Enlightenment
William Blattner: Heidegger’s Temporal Idealism
Warren Breckman: Marx, the Young Hegelians, and the Origins of Radical Social Theory
Giinter Zoller: Fichte’s Transcendental Philosophy
Frederick A. Olafson: Heidegger and the Ground of Ethics

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology
Nicolai K. Knudsen

Frontmatter

More Information

HEIDEGGER’S SOCIAL
ONTOLOGY
The Phenomenology of Self, World, and Others

NICOLAI K. KNUDSEN
Aarbus University

CAMBRIDGE
B UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology
Nicolai K. Knudsen

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8&a, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009114011

DOI: 10.1017/9781009122672
© Nicolai K. Knudsen 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
First paperback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication dara

~NaMEs: Knudsen, Nicolai, 1990- author.

TITLE: Heidegger's social ontology : the phenomenology of self, world and others / Nicolai Knudsen.
DEsCRIPTION: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2022. | Includes biblio-
graphical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2022030537 (print) | LCCN 2022030538 (ebook) | 1sBN 9781009100694
(hardback) | 1sBN 9781009114011 (paperback) | 1sBN 9781009122672 (epub)
suBJECTS: LcsH: Heidegger, Martin, 1889-1976. | Interpersonal relations—Philosophy. | Ontology. |
Social systems. | Philosophy, German—2o0th century.

CLASSIFICATION: LCC B3279.H49 K6238 2022 (print) | LcC B3279.H49 (ebook) | ppC 111-dc23/
eng/20220831
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022030537
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022030538

ISBN  978-1-009-10069-4  Hardback
ISBN  978-1-009-11401-1  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology
Nicolai K. Knudsen

Frontmatter

More Information

My suggestion is merely that the problem of the relationship of
human being to human being does not concern a question of
epistemology or the question of how one human being
comprehends another. It concerns rather a problem of being itself,
that is, a problem of metaphysics.

Heidegger, Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics

Heaven and earth and gods and men are held together by
communion and friendship, by orderliness, temperance, and
justice; and that is the reason, my friend, why they call the whole
of this world by the name of order, not of disorder
or dissoluteness.

Plato, Gorgias
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translations as I deemed necessary.
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xiii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology

Nicolai K. Knudsen
Frontmatter
More Information

Xiv

GA18

GAz2o0

GAz24

GA26

GAzy

GAz9/
30

GA36/
37

GA38

GA38A

GAz9

GA40

List of Abbreviations

Grundbegriffe der aristotelischen Philosophie. 2002. Frankfurt
am Main: Klostermann. Translated as Basic Concepts of
Aristotelian Philosophy by R. D. Metcalf and M. B.

Tanzer. 2009. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
Prolegomena zur Geschichte des Zeitbegriffs. 1994. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann. Translated as History of the Concept of
Time: Prolegomena by T. Kisiel. 1985. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press

Die Grundbegriffe der Phinomenologie. 1997. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann. Translated as The Basic Problems of
Phenomenology by A. Hofstadter. 1988. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press

Metaphysische Anfangsgriinde der Logik im Ausgang von
Leibniz. 2007. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann. Translated
as The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic by M. Helm. 1984.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Einleitung in die Philosophie. 2001. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann

Die Grundbegriffe der Metaphysik. Welt — Endlichkeir —
Einsamkeit. 2004. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics:
World, Finitude, Solitude by W. McNeil and

N. Walker. 1995. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press
Sein und Wabrbeit. 2001. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as Being and Truth by G. Fried and R. Polt. 2010.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Logik als die Frage nach dem Wesen der Sprache. 1998.
Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann. Translated as Logic as the
Question Concerning the Essence of Language by W. T. Gregory
and Y. Unna. 2009. Albany, NY: SUNY Press

Logik als die Frage nach dem Wesen der Sprache. 2020.
Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann

Holderlins Hymnen ‘Germanien’ und ‘Der Rhein’. 1999.
Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann. Translated as Holderlin's
Hymns ‘Germania’ and “The Rhine’ by W. McNeill and

J. Ireland. 2014. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
Einfiihrung in die Metaphysik. 1983. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Translated as /ntroduction to Metaphysics by

G. Fried and R. Polt. 2000. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology

Nicolai K. Knudsen
Frontmatter
More Information

GAs2

GAs3

GAs4

GAs6/

57

GAs8

GA6o

GA63

GA64

GAG6s

GA86

GA89

List of Abbreviations XV

Holderlin’s Hymne ‘Andenken’. 1992. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann

Holderlins Hymne Der Ister’. 1993. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Translated as Holderlin’s Hymn The Ister’ by
W. McNeill and J. Davis. 1996. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press

Parmenides. 1992. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as Parmenides by A. Schuwer and

R. Rojcewicz. 1992. Bloomington, IN: Indiana

University Press

Zur Bestimmung der Philosophie. 1999. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Translated as Towards the Definition of
Philosophy by T. Sadler. 2000. London and New York:
Continuum

Grundprobleme der Phinomenologie. 2010. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann

Phéinomenologie des religiosen Lebens. 2011. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann. Translated as The Phenomenology of
Religious Life by M. Fritsch and J. A. Gosetti-Ferencei. 2004.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Ontologie. Hermeneutik der Faktizitit. 1988. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann. Translated as Ontology — The
Hermeneutics of Facticity by J. van Buren. 1999. Bloomington:
Indiana University Press

Der Begriff der Zeit. 2004. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as 7he Concept of Time by 1. Farin and

A. Skinner. 2011. New York and London: Continuum
Beitriige zur Philosophie (Vom Ereignis). 2003. Frankfurt am
Main: Klostermann. Translated as Contributions to Philosophy
(From Enowning) by P. Emad and K. Maly. 1999.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Seminare: Hegel — Schelling. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Partly translated as On Hegel’s Philosophy of
Right: The 1934—35 Seminar and Interpretive Essays by

A. Mitchell. 2014. New York: Bloomsbury

Zollikoner Seminare. 1987. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as Zollikon Seminars: Protocols — Conversations —
Letters by F. Mayr and R. Askay. 2001. Evanston, IL:
Northwestern University Press

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11401-1 — Heidegger's Social Ontology

Nicolai K. Knudsen
Frontmatter
More Information

xvi

GAg4

GAgs

GA96

NHS

A4

List of Abbreviations

Uberlegungen II-VI. 201 4. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann.
Translated as Ponderings II-VI by R. Rojcewicz. 2016.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press

Uberlegungen VII-XI. 2014. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Translated as Ponderings VII-XI by

R. Rojcewicz. 2017. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
Uberlegungen XII-XV. 2014. Frankfurt am Main:
Klostermann. Translated as Ponderings XII-XV by

R. Rojcewicz. 2017. Bloomington: Indiana University Press
Nature, History, State: 1933—1934. Translated by G. Fried and
R. Polt. 2013. New York: Bloomsbury

Sein und Zeit. 2006. Tiibingen: Niemeyer. Translated as
Being and Time by ]. Macquarrie and E. Robinson. 1962.
Oxford: Blackwell

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009114011
www.cambridge.org

