
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11336-6 — Global Medievalism
Helen Young , Kavita Mudan Finn 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in the Global Middle Ages
edited by

Geraldine Heng
University of Texas at Austin

Susan Noakes
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

GLOBAL MEDIEVALISM

An Introduction

Helen Young
Deakin University

Kavita Mudan Finn
Independent Scholar

www.cambridge.org/9781009113366
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11336-6 — Global Medievalism
Helen Young , Kavita Mudan Finn 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009113366

DOI: 10.1017/9781009119658

© Helen Young and Kavita Mudan Finn 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-11336-6 Paperback
ISSN 2632-3427 (online)
ISSN 2632-3419 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009113366
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-11336-6 — Global Medievalism
Helen Young , Kavita Mudan Finn 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Global Medievalism

An Introduction

Elements in the Global Middle Ages

DOI: 10.1017/9781009119658
First published online: September 2022

Helen Young
Deakin University

Kavita Mudan Finn
Independent Scholar

Author for correspondence: Kavita Mudan Finn, kvmfinn@gmail.com

Abstract: The typical vision of the Middle Ages that Western popular
culture represents to its global audience is deeply Eurocentric. The Lord
of the Rings and Game of Thrones franchises imagine entire medievalist
worlds, but we see only a fraction of them through the stories and

travels of the characters. Organised around the theme of mobility, this
Element seeks to deconstruct the Eurocentric orientations of Western
popular medievalisms, which typically position Europe as either the
whole world or the centre of it, by making them visible and offering

alternative perspectives. How does popular culture represent
medievalist worlds as global – connected by the movement of people

and objects? How do imagined mobilities allow us to create
counterstories that resist Eurocentric norms? This study represents the
start of what will hopefully be a fruitful and inclusive conversation

about what the Middle Ages did and should look like.
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