
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-10776-1 — Eastern Orthodoxy and the Science-Theology Dialogue
Christopher C. Knight 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements of Christianity and Science
edited by

Andrew Davison
University of Cambridge

EASTERN ORTHODOXY AND

THE SCIENCE-THEOLOGY

DIALOGUE

Christopher C. Knight
Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies, Cambridge

www.cambridge.org/9781009107761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-10776-1 — Eastern Orthodoxy and the Science-Theology Dialogue
Christopher C. Knight 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009107761

DOI: 10.1017/9781009106009

© Christopher C. Knight 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-10776-1 Paperback
ISSN 2634-3460 (online)
ISSN 2634-3452 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009107761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-10776-1 — Eastern Orthodoxy and the Science-Theology Dialogue
Christopher C. Knight 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Eastern Orthodoxy and the Science-Theology

Dialogue

Elements of Christianity and Science

DOI: 10.1017/9781009106009
First published online: June 2022

Christopher C. Knight
Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies, Cambridge

Author for correspondence: Christopher C. Knight, fatherxopher@gmail.com

Abstract: This study examines the science-theology dialogue from the
perspective of Eastern Orthodox Christianity and provides a critique of
this dialogue based on six fundamental aspects of that theology: (1) its
understanding of how philosophy may authentically be used in the
theological task; (2) its understanding of the use and limitations of

scientific and theological languages; (3) its understanding of the role of
humanity in bringing God’s purposes to fulfilment; (4) its sense that

material entities should be understood less in materialist terms than in
relation to themind of God; (5) its Christological focus in understanding
the concept of creation; and (6) its sense that the empirical world can be
understood theologically only when the ‘world to come’ is taken fully
into account. It is argued that Orthodoxy either provides an alternative
pan-Christian vision to the currently predominant one or, at the very

least, provides important new conceptual insights.
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