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PREFACE

Government Accountability: Australian Administrative Law, third edition, is intended to 

provide a scholarly yet accessible introduction to Australian administrative law. We have 

aimed for an optimal combination of accuracy, clarity, concision and richness; qualities 
that are not always complementary. We have also endeavoured to provide the human, 

political, and historical context that makes administrative law so fascinating.
Throughout the book, detailed case studies are used to show how administrative law 

works in practice and to highlight strengths and weaknesses in the law. Where possible, 
we have chosen case studies that demonstrate multiple administrative law doctrines and 

mechanisms to renect the reality that many parts of administrative law are related and 
may intersect in a single fact situation. Many of the case studies illustrate the application 
of the overarching themes of accountability and statutory interpretation.

This is the third edition of this book. We have thoroughly updated the text, includ-

ing extensive discussion and synthesis of the emerging body of case law on materiality. 

Signiocant recent cases have been added, including Hossain v Minister for Immigration 

and Border Protection,1 BVD17 v Minister for Immigration and Border Protection,2 Minister 

for Immigration and Border Protection v SZMTA,3 Frugtniet v Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission,4 ABT17 v Minister for Immigration and Border Protection,5 Hocking 

v Director-General of the National Archives of Australia,6 MZAPC v Minister for Immigration 

and Border Protection,7 Charisteas v Charisteas,8 Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, 
Migrant Services and Multicultural Afairs v Viane,9 Plaintif M1/2021 v Minister for Home 
Afairs,10 and Nathanson v Minister for Home Afairs.11

 1 (2018) 264 CLR 123.
 2 (2019) 268 CLR 29.
 3 (2019) 264 CLR 421.
 4 (2019) 266 CLR 250.
 5 (2020) 269 CLR 439.
 6 (2020) 271 CLR 1.
 7 (2021) 95 ALJR 441.
 8 (2021) 95 ALJR 824.
 9 (2021) 96 ALJR 13.
 10 (2022) 96 ALJR 497.
 11 (2022) 96 ALJR 737.
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