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Nund Rishi

Nund Rishi (137831440) is considered one of the most important Sufi poets 

from Kashmir. He is revered as the 8flag-bearer of Kashmir9 (8Alamd�r-e Kashmir), 

and his poems draw upon the hyperlocal imagery of the Kashmiri literary universe. 

Despite his popular status as a spiritual successor of Lal Ded, Nund Rishi9s poetry 

has received next to no attention in modern scholarship.

This book embodies Abir Bazaz9s enduring engagement with the poetic corpus of 

Nund Rishi.  By unpacking the cryptic philosophical and philological riddles in 

the poems, Bazaz unearths a negative theology in Nund Rishi9s mystical poetry. 

He argues convincingly that the themes of Islam, Death, the Nothing and the 

Apocalyptic in these poems reveal an existential politics. Bazaz further suggests 

that the apophatic style of Nund Rishi9s poems is in turn mirrored in mystical 

poetry across South Asia and the larger Indo-Persian world.

Abir Bazaz teaches English at Ashoka University, Sonepat, India. He holds 

degrees from Jamia Millia Islamia and the Universities of Chicago and Minnesota. 

He studies the intersections of mysticism and politics in Kashmiri literature. Other 

areas of Abir's research include Indian cinema, religion and literature, and violence 

studies. A volume he edited along with Alexandra Verini, Gender and Medieval 

Mysticism from India to Europe, is coming out in 2023. Abir has also made 

documentary films.
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Hachivih h¿� rinji petsiyuv k�n gMm

Abakh ch�n pyMm yath r�zd�nay

Manz b�g b�zaras qulphu9 ros v�n gMm

T+rthu9 ros p�n gMm kus m�li z�nay

A grass arrow to a lightwood bow I have become

An unskilled carpenter fell upon this capital 

A shop without a lock, in the middle of the bazar, I have become

A self without a future, who knows my state?

4Lal Ded

You could not be born at a better period than the present, when we have lost 

everything.

4Simone Weil
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for my own teachers. I owe a huge debt of gratitude to my teachers: Anisur 
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impossible for the heart to survive without the love and friendship of my Kashmiri 

friends. Irfan Rahim Guru has been a friend and comrade since our school days 
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Dostoevsky. I showed up at his office one day to speak about Dostoevsky, and he 
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