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State Formation through Emulation

Neither war nor preparations for war were the cause or effect of state
formation in East Asia. Instead, emulation of China — the hegemon with a
civilizational influence — drove the rapid formation of centralized, bureau-
cratically administered, territorial governments in Korea, Japan, and
Vietnam. Furthermore, these countries engaged in state-building not to
engage in conflict or to suppress revolt. In fact, war was relatively rare and
there was no balance of power system with regular existential threats — the
longevity of the East Asian dynasties is evidence of both the peacefulness of
their neighborhood and their internal stability. We challenge the assump-
tion that the European experience with war and state-making was univer-
sal. More importantly, we broaden the scope of state formation in East
Asia beyond the study of China itself and show how countries in the region
interacted and learned from each other and China to develop strong
capacities and stable borders.

CHIN-HAO HUANG is associate professor of political science and head of
studies for global affairs at Yale-NUS College in Singapore. His research
and teaching focus on China's foreign relations, the international relations
of East Asia, and international security. His books include Power and
Restraint in China's Rise (2022) and Identity in the Shadow of a Giant:
How the Rise of China is Changing Taiwan (2021).

DAVID C. KANG is Maria Crutcher Professor of International Relations at
the University of Southern California, where he is also director of the USC
Korean Studies Institute. He researches East Asian security, the inter-
national relations of historical East Asia, and Korean politics.
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Preface

This book began with an observation — an observation so obvious that
it is usually overlooked or simply taken for granted: Korea, Japan, and
Vietnam have copied an enormous amount from China. Over the
years, and in conversations between the two of us, that observation
slowly turned into an idea. That idea was turned into an actual
research agenda at the prompting of Anna Grzymala-Busse, when she
presented a paper as part of the USC (University of Southern
California) Center for International Studies working paper series that
Dave ran while he directed that center. Encouraged by her new
approach to European state formation, we began to pursue our idea
about state formation in East Asia. The result is this book.

Thanks to Didac Cerault, Ben Graham, Tanner Greer, Jacques
Hymans, Pat James, Saori Katada, Ellen Kim, Sun Joo Kim, Na
Young Lee, Jonathan Markowitz, Sebastian Mazzucca, Gerardo
Munck, John Park, Kyuri Park, and Sixiang Wang for thoughtful
comments on earlier drafts. Thanks to Hendrik Spruyt for his careful
comments and for suggesting the title of this book. We particularly
thank Anna Grzymala-Busse, R. Bin Wong, and all the participants of
a manuscript review hosted by the USC Korean Studies Institute on
January 8, 2021, for reading the entire manuscript and for so gener-
ously giving their time and energy to help make the final product
better. We also thank the careful reviewers at Cambridge University
Press, and John Haslam for his usual superb editorial advice on
this project.

Shorter versions of the argument were presented at the EJIR
(European Journal of International Relations) 25th anniversary work-
shop, Munk Center for International Studies, University of Toronto,
March 26, 2019, and the USC Center for International Studies
Working Paper Series, January 17, 2019. We are especially grateful
to Jill Lin and Jackie Wong for superb Research Assistant work,
including making many of the figures, and helping with all the
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footnotes and other important details. We thank David Cruickshank
for superb editing help and Cynthia Col for her wonderful index.
Finally, we gratefully acknowledge the support of the Laboratory
Program for Korean Studies through the Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Korea and the Korean Studies Promotion Service of the
Academy of Korean Studies (AKS-2015-LAB-2250002) and the JY
Pillay Global Asia research fund at Yale-NUS College (IG19-SG117).
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