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Bowie County, Texas, 86, 87, 88-89, 92

Boyd, Clara, 96
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Brett, George P., Jr., 163, 165
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153, 171
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Lomax), 41, 98, 131
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“Crazy Blues,” 143
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Cunningham, Edward H., 99
Currie, Edwin Tillinghast, 150
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Dalby, Norman L., 93
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“De Ballit of De Boll Weevil,” 37 “Go Down, OI’ Hannah,” 100
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Fagin, Jim, 37 Gulf Refining Company, 71
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53-54, 147 on Huddie Ledbetter, 175
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Foner, Eric, 13, 182, 185 Harrison County, Texas, 33-35, 61, 62, 63,
Fort Worth Record-Telegram, 65 66, 67, 68, 69, 71, 72, 78, 92
“Four Day Worry Blues,” 153 need for “Good Roads,” 73
Francis, John C., 98 road crew conditions, 73-74
“Frankie and Albert,” 9, 134 road work, 71-76
Franklin, Isaac, 11, 14 trials in, 63-68
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See Ledbetter, Aletha Henderson, 54
Henderson, J.B., 66
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Church, 130
Himes, Robert L., 16, 17, 18, 22
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“Honey, I'm All Out and Down,” 153
Hope, Robert, 64, 72, 75, 79, 92
Houston Post, The, 65
Huffman, George L., 67, 68, 73, 76
Hughes, ThomasR., 45,147,149, 151, 161
Hunter, Alberta, 133
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1 Am a Fugitive from a Georgia Chain Gang!
(Burns), 109

“Ida Red,” 42

Imperial State Prison Farm, Texas, 60,
99-103

conditions in, 100
“In and Out the Window,” 39
“In the Pines,” 1

Iron Head. See Baker, James

“Jail-House Blues,” 92
James, Samuel L.
convict leasing, 15
Jazz, 21, 58, 116, 170
Jefterson, Blind Lemon, 58-59, 89, 133,
134, 144
Jeter plantation, 31-33, 38, 142, 151
Jeter, Francis (Frank), 33
Jeter, James Addison, 32
Jeter, James T., 149
Jeter, William Nathan, 32
Jim Crow era, 14, 46, 115

Johnson, Haywood, 96
Johnson, James Weldon, 167
Johnson, William S., 161
Jones, Chammie, 90-91
Jones, Jim, 88

“Julie Ann Johnson,” 99
Juneteenth, 63, 64

Keeney, Luther E., 93

Kilby State Prison, Alabama, 83
Killeen, Sean, 59

King, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, Jr., 83
Kinoy, Ernest, 4

Kirby, Jack Temple, 12

Kousser, Morgan, 69

Krebs, Bernard L., 16

Lane & Lane, 68, 78

Lane, Nannie, 78

Lane, W.H., Jr., 72

Lane, Walter Clough. See Lane & Lane

Lane, William Henderson. See Lane &
Lane

Lane, Winner, 142

Last Cavalier: The Life and Times of John A.
Lomax (Porterfield), 3

Latham, Harold S., 42

Lead Belly Archive, 177

Lead Belly Foundation, 177

Leadbelly (dramatic film), 4

Leavison, Elnora, 129, 136, 163, 164, 166

Ledbetter, Aletha Henderson, 56, 63, 86,
125

end of marriage to Huddie Ledbetter, 96

Ledbetter, Ammie, 32

Ledbetter, Arthur Mae, 55, 153, 175

Ledbetter, Bob, 37

Ledbetter, Edmon, 33, 37, 38, 145, 171

Ledbetter, Erma, 55

Ledbetter, Haddie (sic). See Ledbetter,
Huddie
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Ledbetter, Huddie, 19, 35, 42, 47, 64, 69, learns “Rock Island Line,”

71,76, 176

1930 arrest in Mooringsport, 145-146

and “tall tales,” 6

Angola informed of “Walter Boyd”
alias, 23, 93-94

arguments on his behalf by Mahaffey,
Keeney, & Dalby, 93-94

arrest in 1915, 63-64

arrest in New York City, 173

arrested for Will Stafford’s murder, 91,

arrives in New York City, 114

as dancer, 37, 57, 131, 142

as fastidious dresser, 47, 112

as singing cowboy, 134

assignments at Angola, 17

at Texas-Exes luncheon, 118-119

“best stay woke,” 84

birth of, 32

Booker (horse), 38-39

Christmas 1934, 110-111

contract with John Lomax, 122-123

contract with John Lomax revised, 140

death of, 170

description of Edwin Tillinghast Currie
involvement in arrest and trial,
150-152

description upon intake at Angola, 8

earnings January through March 1935,
159-160

escape attempt from Shaw State Prison
Farm, Texas, 97-98

escape from Bowie County jail, 95

escape from Harrison County chain
gang, 86

faces Louisiana lynch mob, 147

fathers daughters with Margaret
Coleman, 55

flees to Bowie County with Aletha, 87

intake, Texas State Penitentiaries,
118-119

48-50

Louisiana commutation, 26

Louisiana good time release,
27

makes first recordings at American
Record Corporation, 131-134

marries Aletha Henderson, 54-55

marries Martha Promise, 130-131

meets Martha Promise at train station
in New York City, 129

meets the Lomaxes, 1933, 8

meets up with John Lomax in Marshall,
Texas, 27, 44

memorial concert, 170-171

moves in with Martha Promise, 29

moves with Aletha to Dallas area, 55

musical childhood, 36-37

musical role models, 37-38

not seeking (or sought out by)
northern recording studios 1925—
1930, 143-144

notice of parole application, 22

pardoned by Pat Neff, 103-104

pardoned in Texas, 24

performances in Albany, New York, 158

performances in Buffalo, 156-157

performances in Rochester, 155-156

performing for children, 39, 158

performing in Dallas, 57

performing with Blind Lemon
Jefterson, 58-59

performing with cousin Edmon
Ledbetter, 38

performs at Apollo Theatre, 172

performs at Harvard University,
158-159

performs at Modern Language
Association annual meeting, 111-114

performs at University of Rochester,
39-40
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Ledbetter, Huddie (cont.)

performs at University of Texas,
175-176

performs for Lomax family in Little
Rock, Arkansas, 47-48

performs for Lomaxes in Austin, 60

performs for Pat Neff at Sugarland,
101-103

performs in Bowie County as “Walter
Boyd,” 89

performs in Paris, 175

plays with Bessie Smith, 59

presentation at the University of
Alabama, 82-83

publishes pardon request to Gov. Huey
P. Long, 21-22

punishment at Angola, 17

receives post-dated checks from
Lomax, 160

records at Angola 1933, 9-10

records at Angola 1934, 24-25

records “Governor O.K. Allen”
(pardon song), 26

refuses to turn over hat money in
Buffalo, 156

related to Will Stafford, 90

returning to performing after Texas
pardon, 142

revision of all contracts with Lomax,
165-166

seeks permission from Macmillan to
perform and record songs in the
Lomax book, 168-169

sends poem to Gov. O.K. Allen,
22

sentenced to Harrison County chain
gang, 68-69

sentenced to Rikers Island, New York,
174

sentenced to the Louisiana State
Penitentiary, 150, 152

studio portrait, 57
Texas pardon verified by R.L. Himes,
23-24
transferred from Shaw to Sugarland, 99
traveling in the South with Lomax, 46
trial in New York City, 174
working alongside Martha for the
Lomaxes in Wilton, 134-136
writes to John Lomax after Angola
release, 28-30
Ledbetter, Huddie and Aletha
Henderson
bring Alonzo, Jr.’s children to live with
them in Beaver Dam, 88
Ledbetter, Huddie and Martha Promise
forced to leave Shreveport, 162
move permanently to New York City, 171
respond to publication of Negro Folk
Songs as Sung by Lead Belly, 168
seek changes to Ledbetter contract
with Lomax, 164-165
seek financial information from
American Record Corporation, 162
Ledbetter, Jessie Mae, 142-143
Ledbetter, Martha Promise, 7, 29, 33, 51,
121, 127, 135, 140, 171, 176
arrival in New York City, 129
childhood, 125
death of, 177
invited north by John Lomax and
Huddie Ledbetter, 123-125
joins Ledbetter in Albany, 158
Lomax plans to bring her to Wilton, 123
marries Huddie Ledbetter, 130-131
meets Huddie Ledbetter, 125-126
niece Tiny Robinson moves to New
York, 175
on Ledbetter’s 1930 arrest and trial,
152
Ledbetter, Pinkie, 38
Ledbetter, Sallie Pugh, 31, 35, 88
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death of, 148
transfer of remaining land, 144
Ledbetter, Terrell, 37 126, 162, 168
Ledbetter, Wesley, Jr., 14, 31, 34, 61, 70, Lomax, James A., 39-40
90, 91 Lomax, John A, 1, 27, 46, 48, 50,

marriage to John Lomax, 41
Lomax, Elizabeth Goodman, 29, 124, 125,

Ledbetter, Wesley, Jr. and Sallie Pugh, 33,
34, 54, 63, 64, 68, 70, 88,91
buy farmland, 33
convey land to Lane & Lane, 64-65
execute oil, gas, and mineral leases,
70-71
lose their 30 acres at auction, 78-79
marriage of, 32
try to recover their 30 acres of land, 78
work for Henry Sims, 33
Ledbetter, Wesley, Sr., 32
Leigh, Texas, 34-35, 38, 54, 66, 142
Library of Congress, 8, 18, 25, 42, 50, 51,
81,110, 139
audio archives, 10
Life and Legend of Lead Belly, The (Wolfe
and Lornell), 3
Little Rock, Arkansas, 46, 47
“Little Sally Walker,” 39
Lomax, Alan, 1, 30, 31, 42, 44, 50, 84, 109,
110, 116, 121, 162, 170, 172
added to contract with John Lomax
and Huddie Ledbetter, 140
at wedding of Huddie and Martha
Ledbetter, 130-131
difficulty gaining access, 19-20
helps Ledbetter with legal bills in New
York, 173-174
joins father and others in Albany, 158
joins John Lomax and Huddie
Ledbetter, 108-109
on recording “Po’ Farmer,” 20
unpublished draft about Louisiana
arrest and trial, 150-152
Lomax, Bess Brown
death, 42

107

accuses Ledbetter of threatening his
life, 160-161

as unreliable narrator, 6

at Texas-Exes luncheon, 118-119

at wedding of Huddie and Martha
Ledbetter, 130-131

brings pistol to college, 67

builds home in Dallas, 41-42

childhood, 14

Christmas 1934, 110, 111

collecting itinerary, Fall 1934, 43

considers bringing Huddie Ledbetter
to Austin, 50-51

contract with Huddie Ledbetter, 123

contract with Huddie Ledbetter
revised, 140

death of, 175

difficulty gaining access, 19-20

family and childhood, 39-40

family prior to and during US Civil
War, 39-40

feels threatened by Ledbetter in
Buffalo, 156-157

graduate degree at Harvard, 41

interview with New York Herald Tribune,
116-117

introduces Huddie Ledbetter to Modern
Language Association, 111-114

itinerary, northern colleges, 153-154

keeping Huddie Ledbetter from the
press, 129-130

marriage to Bess Brown, 41

marriage to Ruby Terrill, 29

meets up with Huddie Ledbetter in
Marshall, Texas, 27
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Lomax, John A. (cont.)
Modern Language Association
presentations, 1909 and 1933, 82
on plan to bring Martha Promise
Ledbetter to Wilton, 121
parents buy land in Texas, 40
performances at Harvard University,
158-159
portrayal of meeting in Marshall,
Texas, 43
presentation at University of Alabama,
82-83
proposal to Carnegie Corporation,
20-21
proposes introducing Huddie
Ledbetter to Oliver Strunk, 50
publicizes Ledbetter wedding, 126-127
records “Governor O.K. Allen”
(pardon song), 50
reports his car missing in Rochester,
154
return to Angola, 1934, 24-25
revision of all contracts with Ledbetter,
165-166
second part of southern itinerary,
108-109
stores Ledbetter “prison clothes” for
future performances, 47-48
tries to replace Ledbetter with James
Baker, incarcerated at Sugarland,
172-173
trouble gaining prison access in
Georgia, 109
writes to Himes, Summer 1934, 18
writes to Huddie Ledbetter after
Angola release, 28-30
Lomax, John, Jr., 30, 42, 48, 80, 110
Lomax, John Nova, 39
Lomax, Ruby Terrill, 11, 27, 29, 30, 47, 48,
59, 109, 136, 157

Lomax, Susan Frances Cooper, 39

Lomax, Terrell, 9
Lomax, Tillman, 40
“London Bridge,” 39
Long, Huey P., 15, 16, 21
“Looky Yonder Where the Sun Done
Gone,” 37
Lornell, Kip, 3, 4, 10, 37, 50, 91, 134, 143,
159, 170, 174, 175
on Ledbetter and Blind Lemon, 58, 59
Louisiana Board of Pardons, 8, 23, 27
Louisiana Music Hall of Fame, 5
Louisiana State Penitentiary, 8, 14, 15, 18,
28, 47,51, 141, 143
description, 11
establishment of, 15
history of, 12
Huddie Ledbetter assignments at, 17
Lomax visit, 1933, 8-9
Pointe Coupee rice plantation, 15-16
whipping at, 16, 17
Louisiana v. Huddie Ledbetter, case 28640,
148-150
Lyttleton, Henry Thomas, 65, 66, 67, 71
“Good Roads” movement, 71-72

Macmillan Company, The, 1, 8, 20, 42,
106, 115, 119, 124, 128, 162, 163,
168-169

Mabhaffey, John Q., 93

Mahaffey, Keeney & Dalby, 92, 94-96

Mancini, Matthew, 13

Mann Act, 121

Mansell, Shirley Lomax, 30, 41

March of Time, The (motion picture), 187,
140, 153

Lead Belly episode, 137-139
production of Lead Belly episode, 36
released to theaters, 157

March of Time, The (radio and motion
picture), 43, 160, 163

March of Time, The (radio show), 127-128
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Marshall, Texas, 27, 29, 30, 47, 63, 85, 138
Marshall Messenger, The, 33, 63, 64, 65, 67,
68, 73, 75, 86
on arrested sent to road crews, 73-75
Marshall News Messenger, The, 68, 71, 103
“Matchbox Blues,” 25
McGhee, Brownie, 47, 170, 175
on Huddie Ledbetter, 171
“Midnight Special,” 1, 25, 99
Midnight Special, The (Addeo and Garvin), 4
Milledgeville, Georgia, 109
“Minnie the Moocher,” 116
Mississippi, 20, 39, 40, 59
Mississippi River, 11, 26
“Mister Tom Hughes’s Town,” 24, 54, 147
Modern Language Association, 81, 105,
111, 128
annual meeting 1934, 111-114
Montgomery, Alabama, 105
Mooringsport, Louisiana, 31, 38, 44, 52,
71, 142
Morning Advocate, The, 16
“My Baby Quit Me,” 159

Nation, The, 117, 147
National Broadcasting Corporation, 119
Neff, Pat M., 23, 26, 100, 101-103, 104, 142
pardons “Walter Boyd,” 103-104
Negro Folk Songs as Sung by Lead Belly (].
Lomax and A. Lomax), 5, 10, 11, 24,
113, 166
as autobiography, 3
describing 1930 Mooringsport arrest,
145, 146
description of Ledbetter escaping
Harrison County chain gang, 86
description of Ledbetter’s legal
troubles in Texas, 61
description of life in Wilton, 134-135
description of Will Stafford’s murder, 89,

faulty chronology, 52-53
first full draft sent to Macmillan,
163
Lomax and Ledbetter part ways in
Montgomery, 84-85
portrayal of acceptance to perform
before Modern Language
Association, 105-106
portrayal of meeting in Marshall,
Texas, 42-43
portrayal of teenage Huddie Ledbetter,
52-53
portrayal of Wesley Ledbetter, Jr., 91
published and reviewed, 166-168
story of event leading to sentencing to
chain gang, 63
story of Ledbetter’s fine for “carrying a
pistol,” 62
summary of, 2
unpublished drafts, 3
writing of, 141
Negro Folk Songs as Sung by Lead Belly (].
Lomax and A. Lomax), 1
Negro Motorist Green Book, The (Green), 46
“New Black Snake Moan,” 153
New Masses, 107
discussion of American Ballads and Folk
Songs, 107-108
New Orleans, Louisiana, 19
New York Amsterdam News, 167, 172
New York Herald Tribune, The, 116, 118,
127,129, 167, 171
New York State College for Teachers,
158
New York Times, The, 170
New York University, 115
New Yorker, The, 119, 129
Ney, Lew aka “Luther Widen”
defense in New Masses, 107-108
North Carolina, 32, 33, 110
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Odetta, 1

Odintz, Mark, 35

Oil City, Louisiana, 44, 71

“Old Chisholm Trail,” 134

O’Neal, Howard Franklin, 92, 93
Overton, Rev. Samuel Weldon, 130

Pace, Kelly, 49
“Packin’ Trunk Blues,” 1563
Paramount, 144
Parks, Gordon, b
Patterson, Mary, 38, 55
Pearce, Edward S., 162
Pecue, Wallace W., 15-17
Peonage, 20
Perkinson, Robert, 51, 99, 100, 101, 103
Philadelphia Independent, The, 112
“Pig Meat Papa,” 159
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 48
Plant, Robert, 1
Plenn, Abel, 147
“Po’ Farmer,” 20
Porterfield, Nolan, 3, 21, 40, 41, 46, 98,
131
Primus, Daisy, 125
Primus, Dan, 33
Primus, Sandy, 125
Prisoner road crews
types of arrests leading to, 73-75
Prohibition, 141
Promise, Mary, 125, 175
Pugh, Allen, 32
Pugh, Azzie, 143
Pugh, Barbara, 32
Pugh, Kemp, 36
Pugh, Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie,” 142-143
Putnam, Herb, 42, 139

Rabbit Foot Minstrels, 58
Radio, 21, 31, 117, 118, 122, 129, 144
Rainey, Gertrude “Ma,” 58, 59, 133, 144

Ramsey, Frederic, Jr., 58, 147
Reaux, James N., 10, 17, 18
Reconstruction, 13, 14, 31
end of, 14
Reconstruction Act of 1867, 13
Reconstruction Finance Corporation
John Lomax, Jr. employed by, 42
Red River, 69, 87, 91, 97
Republic Savings and Trust
John Lomax employed by, 41
Ritter, Tex, 131, 133, 144
Robinson, Bill “Bojangles,” 157
Robinson, Tiny, 168, 175, 177
Rochester, New York, 154-156
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 5
Rock Island Colored Booster Quartet, 48
“Rock Island Line,” 1, 48-50, 175, 195
Rockefeller Foundation, 21, 42, 117,
119
Rockwall County, Texas, 55
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 20, 119
Roosevelt, Theodore, 98
Rothman, Joshua, 11
Russell, Bud, 99

Salvation Army, 145, 146

Sandburg, Carl, 176

Sanders, John C., 66, 75, 79

Satherly, Art, 133, 134, 153, 162

Schiffman, Frank, 172

Scott, Esther Mae “Mother,” 59

Scott, John, 64, 66, 69, 75, 76

“Scottsboro ‘Boys’” (song), 83-84

Scottsboro “Boys” at Kilby Prison,
83-84

Scudder, Townsend, III, 105

Seeger, Pete, 175, 176, 177

Sharecropping, 12

Sharp, Cecil, 176

Shaw State Prison Farm, Texas, 96, 97

Shiloh Baptist Church, 33, 38, 148
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