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INTERPRETING CARNAP

Rudolf Carnap (–), one of the most important philoso-
phers of the twentieth century, helped found logical positivism, was
one of the originators of the field of philosophy of science, and was a
leading contributor to semantics and inductive logic. This volume of
new essays, written by leading international experts, places Carnap in
his philosophical context and studies his topics, his interests, and the
major stages of his thought. The essays reassess Carnap’s place in the
history of analytic philosophy through his approach to metaphysics,
values, politics, epistemology, and philosophy of science. They delve
into important topics of Carnap’s mature thought, namely explica-
tion, naturalism, and his defense of analyticity; and they recover the
logical and the linguistic components of philosophy and how they
unfolded in the syntax–semantics relation, induction, and language-
planning. The resulting interpretation of Carnap will be illuminating
for both current and future research.

  is Professor of Philosophy at the University of
British Columbia. He is the author of Carnap’s Construction of the
World () and is on the editorial board of The Collected Works of
Rudolf Carnap ().

   is Leader of the MTA Lendület Values and
Science Research Group, at the HUN-REN Research Centre for the
Humanities in Budapest, and Research Fellow at the ITD, Medical
School, University of Pécs. He is coauthor (with Christopher Burke)
of Otto Neurath in Britain (forthcoming).
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