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|Plunder for Proût

Exploring over a century of Zimbabwe’s colonial and postcolonial history,

Elijah Doro investigates the murky and noxious history of that powerful

crop: tobacco. In a compelling narrative that debunks previous histories

glorifying tobacco farming, Doro reveals the indelible marks that tobacco

left on landscapes, communities and people. Demonstrating that the his-

tory of tobacco farming is inseparable from that of colonial encounter,

Doro outlines how tobacco became an institutionalised culture of produc-

tion, which was linked to state power and natural ecosystems and driven

by a pernicious heritage of unbridled plunder. With the destruction of

landscapes, the negative impacts of the export trade and the growing

tobacco epidemic in Zimbabwe, tobacco farming has a long and varied

legacy in southern Africa and across the world. Connecting the local to the

global, and the environmental to the social, this book illuminates our

understandings of environmental history, colonialism and sustainability.

elijah doro is a research fellow at the University of Agder and an

environmental historian with an interest in southern Africa. His research

on agrarian and environmental histories is inspired by his personal experi-

ences growing up in Zimbabwe’s tobacco-farming countryside and partici-

pating in the tobacco production economy.
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To the memory of my late father, Keniard Doro, a tobacco

farmer from rural Muzarabani who taught me how to dream,

and to my mother, Dorothy Simbi, who gave me hope when it

rained on me while working in the tobacco ûelds.
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Tobacco is without doubt one of the most destructive plants

on the planet even before it hits the lungs.

Standard Schaeffer, Counterpunch Magazine, 2007
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Note on Currency, Units and Weight

For the measurement of weight, the imperial system is used in much of

the book as this was the common method during the colonial period.

The unit for measuring weight used is lbs, and 1 lb is the equivalent of

0.454 kilograms in the metric system. For currency, £, s, d represents

Rhodesian pounds, shillings and pennies, respectively. R$ represents

Rhodesian dollars, which is the currency that came into use in March

1970 based on the 1967 Decimilisation Act. It was used until

1980 when the Zimbabwean dollar was introduced.
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