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EXPLORATIONS IN ANCIENT
AND MODERN PHILOSOPHY

M. F. Burnyeat (–) was a major figure in the study of
ancient Greek philosophy during the last decades of the twentieth
century and the first of this. After teaching positions in London and
Cambridge, where he became Laurence Professor, in  he took up a
Senior Research Fellowship at All Souls College, Oxford, from which he
retired in . In  he published two volumes collecting essays
dating from before the move to Oxford. Two new posthumously
published volumes bring together essays from his years at All Souls
and his retirement. The main body of Volume  presents studies written
for a wide readership, first on Plato’s Republic and then on the reading
and interpretation of Plato in subsequent periods, particularly in
nineteenth-century Britain. The volume also includes hitherto unpub-
lished lectures, ‘The Archaeology of Feeling’, on the ancient origins of
some key modern philosophical and psychological concepts.

.  .  was formerly Laurence Professor of Ancient
Philosophy at the University of Cambridge and a Senior Research
Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford.

  is a Fellow of Newnham College, Cambridge. She is the
author of The Discourse of Kingship in Classical Greece () and an
associate editor of Polis. She previously worked with Myles Burnyeat in
the preparation of The Pseudo-Platonic Seventh Letter ().

  is Emeritus Professor of Ancient Philosophy
at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of St John’s College. He
was co-editor with Myles Burnyeat and Jonathan Barnes of Doubt
and Dogmatism (), the first volume of the published proceedings
of a series of triennial conferences on Hellenistic philosophy that
continues to the present. His most recent book is a survey of Cicero’s
political thought ().

  is Laurence Professor of Ancient Philosophy
Emeritus at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of Christ’s
College. He was an editor of Classical Quarterly and Oxford Studies in
Ancient Philosophy. His books include (with A. A. Long) The Hellenistic
Philosophers () and Creationism and Its Critics in Antiquity ().
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Preface

Under the title Explorations in Ancient and Modern Philosophy (Cambridge
University Press, ), Myles Burnyeat published two volumes of those
of his collected papers that represented work dating from his periods
teaching at University College London (–) and the University of
Cambridge (–). He foresaw that a further collection might at some
future date assemble publications and perhaps hitherto unpublished papers
dating from his tenure of a Senior Research Fellowship at All Souls
College, Oxford (–) and in subsequent retirement. Declining
health did not allow him to implement that plan. Without any more
specific guidance it was eventually left to his literary executors (Angela
Hobbs, Malcolm Schofield, and David Sedley) to propose to Cambridge
University Press two further volumes of his collected papers, representing
the philosophical work of this later period. The principles governing their
choices are sketched in the Introductions to each of the volumes.
It remains to tender warmest thanks to those individuals and bodies

who have facilitated the appearance of Volumes  and  of Explorations:
first and foremost Margaret Bent, and for generous financial assistance All
Souls College; Oliver Padel; George Boys-Stones, Victor Caston, and
James Warren. Michael Sharp at Cambridge University Press has been
strongly supportive throughout, and his colleagues Sarah Starkey and Katie
Idle, and Lesley Hay and Franklin Mathews Jebaraj, have been unfailingly
helpful in shepherding these volumes through the production process. The
editorial work itself was undertaken by Carol Atack, Malcolm Schofield,
and David Sedley.

CWA, MS, DNS
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margin, and the original page divisions are marked in the course of the text
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Introduction

This volume collects those of Myles Burnyeat’s philosophical publications
from his Oxford period and in retirement that were devoted to two
particular areas of his Plato scholarship. He had regularly lectured in his
Cambridge days on the central books of Plato’s Republic. But it was in
these later years that he was able to articulate in extended published form
his multi-faceted vision of the dialogue. One highly developed but hitherto
unpublished paper (‘Plato and the dairy-maids’) appeared to require only
one or two small finishing touches, and is also included. In addition, two
short book reviews which address further important aspects of the
Republic’s philosophy or literary form are reproduced.
In a second part of the volume four closely connected papers are

presented that deal wholly or in part with the study of Plato in Great
Britain in mostly the earlier years of the nineteenth century. These reflect
Burnyeat’s admiration particularly of the contributions to Plato scholar-
ship and interpretation made by the ‘philosophical radicals’ – and at the
same time of their commitment to the educational ideals crystallised in the
foundation of University College London, his own academic home for
fourteen years. Chapters  and  in particular range more widely, and
over other dimensions of Plato’s philosophical impact through the centu-
ries, or of what Burnyeat epitomised as ‘the past in the present’, a theme
pursued also (with reference more to Hellenistic philosophy) in an
Appendix to the volume.
The Appendix contains the texts of a lecture series addressed to a wider

audience that Burnyeat gave in many universities from  over the
following two decades. They explore the roots in antiquity of some
fundamental elements of the modern conception of the mind, although
sometimes too the gulf between the past and the present. It appears that he
would invariably deliver the lectures on the concept of freedom and on
anger and revenge. By  he was conceiving of a book project contain-
ing expanded versions, adding as a fourth chapter a similar version of a
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lecture entitled ‘Other minds, other faces’. He had developed a fascination
with physiognomy ancient and modern, and more generally with the
physical expression of emotion. These explorations of ‘The Archaeology
of Feeling’, as he called the series, provoked a great deal of still continuing
interest, and are included – despite their author’s well-known aversion to
the unauthorised publication or published discussion of his unpublished
writings – in response to the warmth of that reception and as testimony to
his ability to speak to the ‘common reader’ or listener.

 Introduction
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