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It is a privilege to build on the work of Christine Parker and Adrian Evans and offer a fourth
edition of this groundbreaking book. The challenges facing the legal profession have not
diminished since the last edition and we have written this new edition cognisant of the
impact on lawyers of the digital revolution, ongoing challenges to mental health, sexual
harassment in the profession, the need for more diversity and a healthier relationship with
Australia’s First Nations Peoples and their Law, and the challenge to our legal system of
climate change and environmental destruction. To this last challenge we devote a whole
new Chapter 10. For the first time, we address the ethical complexity of government legal
practice, exploring the similarities it shares with corporate practice. We also consider for
the first time some of the perennial and newer challenges to maintaining competency in
practice. This edition includes substantially revised chapters and new case studies, and
addresses in more detail the skills needed to act on what we know to be ethical.

As in previous editions, the book analyses and critiques lawyer regulation, conduct
rules and case law on lawyers’ professional responsibilities. The Legal Profession Uniform
Law is in force in New South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia and its key legislative
provisions are cited and explained throughout the book. We expand upon previous
editions to refer to relevant provisions applying in other Australian jurisdictions and note
differences in approach across the country. The Australian Solicitors’ Conduct Rules
remain the model for all the States’ and the Australian Capital Territory’s conduct rules.
Recent amendments to these Rules that have been adopted in New South Wales, Victoria
and Western Australia are included and considered in this edition. This edition also refers
to conduct rules governing barristers that apply in most jurisdictions. An expanded section
of Chapter 3 considers the historical development and distinctions in professional duties
and orientation of barristers and solicitors in Australia.

We retain the original authors’ central concern to connect a lawyer’s humanity and values
to competent, caring and reflective practice. Whether working as adversarial advocates,
responsible officers of the court, champions of justice and/or caring professionals, lawyers
will most effectively fulfil their duty to the administration of justice if they are guided by
professional values and conscious of the ethical import of their work. This book aims to
strengthen the ethical sensibilities and skills of students and lawyers, to enable them to
contribute positively to the legal system, to healthy professional cultures, to the clients and
other parties involved in the system and to their own wellbeing and career satisfaction.

Vivien Holmes and Francesca Bartlett
July 2022
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member of the ACT Law Society’s Professional Standards Committee.

Vivien’s research has explored how to best equip law students to meet ethical challenges
in practice. With colleagues, Vivien has researched the transition of new lawyers into
legal practice and the links between lawyer wellbeing and ethics, including the impact
of the ethical climate of legal workplaces. She is currently exploring with colleagues the
potential overlap between unethical practice climates and incidents of sexual harassment
and bullying. Vivien is passionate about lawyers using their skills to contribute to the
change needed to address climate change and environmental destruction; Chapter 10 in
this new edition explores this topic.

Francesca Bartlett is an Associate Professor and Director of Teaching and Learning in the
Law School at the University of Queensland. She teaches and researches in the fields of
legal ethics and the legal profession, and women and the law. Prior to joining academia,
Francesca worked as a solicitor in a large law firm and at a community legal centre.

Francesca’s research has explored admission to legal practice, professional discipline
and apologies, and pro bono legal practice. Her work has also considered how to achieve
diversity within the legal profession and the judiciary and how law impacts women. She
was a Chief Investigator on the ARC Discovery—funded Australian Feminist Judgments
Project and has received funding to undertake projects on technology and access to
justice, and innovation and change in the Queensland legal profession. In addition to
these projects considering the context of modern legal practice, Francesca is working with
colleagues to develop best practices for lawyering in domestic and family violence cases
and modelling pro bono within law schools.
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