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LATE HELLENISTIC GREEK LITERATURE
IN DIALOGUE

Late Hellenistic Greek literature, both prose and poetry, stands out
for its richness and diversity. Recent work has tended to take an
author-by-author approach that underestimates the interconnected-
ness of the literary culture of the period. The chapters assembled here
set out to change that by oûering new readings of a wide range of late
Hellenistic texts and genres, including historiography, geography,
rhetoric and philosophy, together with many verse texts and inscrip-
tions. In the process, they oûer new insights into the various ways in
which late Hellenistic literature engaged with its social, cultural and
political contexts, while interrogating and revising some of the stan-
dard narratives of the relationship between late Hellenistic and
imperial Greek literary culture, which are too often studied in isola-
tion from each other. As a whole the book prompts us to rethink the
place of late Hellenistic literature within the wider landscape of
Greek and Roman literary history.

ÿ÷÷ÿÿ ÿöÿÿ÷ is Professor of Classics at the University of St Andrews.
He has published widely on the Greek literature and culture of the
Roman Empire. His books include Athletics and Literature in the
Roman Empire (Cambridge, ÷÷÷þ) and Saints and Symposiasts: The
Literature of Food and the Symposium in Greco-Roman and Early
Christian Culture (Cambridge, ÷÷ö÷).

ÿÿ÷ÿÿ÷÷ ÷ÿ÷÷÷÷ is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of St
Andrews. He specialises in Hellenistic and early imperial Greek litera-
ture. His publications include The Ideology of Classicism: Language,
History, and Identity in Dionysius of Halicarnassus (Berlin, ÷÷öö) and,
with T. A. Schmitz, The Struggle for Identity. Greeks and their Past in the
First Century ÷÷÷ (Stuttgart, ÷÷öö).
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The Greek culture of the Roman Empire oûers a rich ûeld of study. Extraordinary
insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange,
political and ideological conüict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot empire.
During this period, many fundamental elements of Western society were being set
in place: from the rise of Christianity, to an inüuential system of education, to
long-lived artistic canons. This series is the ûrst to focus on the response of Greek
culture to its Roman imperial setting as a signiûcant phenomenon in its own
right. To this end, it will publish original and innovative research in the art,
archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion, and literature of the empire,
with an emphasis on Greek material.
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Journal abbreviations are from Année philologique. All other abbreviations
are from the Oxford Classical Dictionary, fourth edition; or in the case of
abbreviations not included there, from Liddell-Scott-Jones, A Greek–
English Lexicon or from the Oxford Latin Dictionary. Abbreviations not
included in those works are listed below.

Billerbeck = Billerbeck, M. (ed.) ÷÷÷ÿ. Stephani Byzantii Ethnica
Volumen I: Α-Γ. Berlin.

Boissonade = Boissonade, J. F. (ed.) öÿþö. Tzetzae Allegoriae
Iliadis. Paris.

Edelstein-Kidd = Edelstein, L. and Kidd, I. (eds) öþÿþ. Posidonius.
Volume ø, The Fragments (second edition; ûrst published in
öþþ÷). Cambridge.

K (Galen) = Kühn, K. G. (ed.) öÿ÷ö–öö. Opera omnia Claudii Galeni
(÷÷ volumes). Leipzig.

Or. Sib. = Sibylline Oracles
Rö = Ribbeck, O. (ed.) öÿþþ–ÿ. Scaenicae Romanorum poesis fragmenta
(third edition). Leipzig.

Tzetz. Alleg. = John Tzetzes, Allegories of the Iliad.
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