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Nietzsche controversially valorizes struggle and war as necessary
ingredients of human flourishing. In this book, James S. Pearson
reconstructs Nietzsche’s rationale for placing such high value on
relations of conflict. In doing so, Pearson reveals how Nietzsche’s
celebration of social discord is interwoven with his understanding of
nature as universal struggle. This study thus draws together
Nietzsche’s writings on politics, culture, metaphysics, biology and
human psychology. It also overcomes an entrenched dispute in the
critical literature. Until now, commentators have tended to interpret
Nietzsche either as an advocate of radical aristocratic violence or, by
contrast, a defender of moderate democratic contest. This book
navigates a path between these two opposed readings and shows
how Nietzsche is able to endorse both violent strife and restrained
competition without contradicting himself.

james s. pearson is Research Fellow in Philosophy at the
University of Tartu. He is the author of numerous articles on modern
German philosophy in journals including Inquiry, Social Theory and
Practice and The Canadian Journal of Philosophy.
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Cited numbers principally refer to section numbers. Thus, GS 21 = GS,
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Volume 2, Part 5, page 519. When citing Nietzsche’s letters, I refer to the
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1980
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and Mazzino Montinari. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1977

Nietzsche’s Published Works

AOM Vermischte Meinungen und Sprüche (in Menschliches
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Betrachtungen I) (David Strauss the Confessor and the Writer)
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GS Die fröhliche Wissenschaft (The Gay Science)
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(Unzeitgemäße Betrachtungen II) (On the Uses and
Disadvantages of History for Life)

SE Schopenhauer als Erzieher (Unzeitgemäße Betrachtungen III)
(Schopenhauer as Educator)

TI Götzen-Dämmerung (Twilight of the Idols; references to this
work include an abbreviated section title)
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WB Richard Wagner in Bayreuth (Unzeitgemäße Betrachtungen IV)
WS Der Wanderer und sein Schatten (in Menschliches,

Allzumenschliches II) (The Wanderer and His Shadow)
Z Also sprach Zarathustra (Thus Spoke Zarathustra; references to

this work include an abbreviated section title)

Nietzsche’s Unpublished Writings

A Der Antichrist (The Antichrist)
DW “Die dionysische Weltanschauung” (“The Dionysian

Worldview”)
EH Ecce Homo (references to this work include an abbreviated

section title)
FEI “Über die Zukunft unserer Bildungsanstalten” (“On the

Future of our Educational Institutions”)
GSt “Der griechische Staat” (“The Greek State”)
HC “Homer’s Wettkampf” (“Homer’s Contest”)
HGL “Geschichte der griechischen Literatur” (“[The] History of
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x List of Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781009015776
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01577-6 — Nietzsche on Conflict, Struggle and War
James S. Pearson
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

SGT “Sokrates und die griechische Tragödie” (“Socrates and Greek
Tragedy”)

TL “Über Wahrheit und Lüge im aussermoralischen Sinne” (“On
Truth and Lies in an Extra-Moral Sense”)

Burckhardt’s Writings

All references to Burckhardt’s writings give the GW volume and page
number.

GK Griechische Kulturgeschichte: Vierte Band
GW Gesammelte Werke. 10 vols. Basel: Schwabe Verlag, 1978
KRI Die Kultur der Renaissance in Italien
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Kant’s Writings

All references to Kant’s writings give the AA volume and page number.

AA Gesammelte Schriften. Akademie Ausgabe. Edited by Wilhelm
Dilthey et al. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1902–
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Mannheim: F. A. Brockhaus, 1988
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(The World as Will and Representation, Volume 1)

WWR 2 Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung, Band 2
(The World as Will and Representation, Volume 2)
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