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EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY AND THE

ORIGINS OF EMPIRICISM

The emergence of experimental philosophy was one of the most signifi-

cant developments in the early modern period. However, it is often

overlooked in modern scholarship, despite being associated with leading

figures such as Francis Bacon, Robert Boyle, Isaac Newton, Jean Le Rond

d’Alembert, David Hume, and Christian Wolff. Ranging from the early

Royal Society of London in the seventeenth century to the uptake of

experimental philosophy in Paris and Berlin in the eighteenth, this book

provides new terms of reference for understanding early modern philoso-

phy and science, and its eventual eclipse in the shadow of post-Kantian

notions of empiricism and rationalism. Experimental Philosophy and the
Origins of Empiricism is an integrated history of early modern experimen-

tal philosophy which challenges the rationalism and empiricism histori-

ography that has dominated Anglophone history of philosophy for more

than a century.
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PITTS

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and
of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were
generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the
contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies
of the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different audi-
ences, it is hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas in
their concrete contexts. By this means, artificial distinctions between the
history of philosophy, of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of
literature may be seen to dissolve.
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A NOTE ON CITATIONS

Aristotle’s works are cited with the title, followed by the Bekker numbers.
Quotations are from Aristotle 1984.

The Critique of Pure Reason is quoted with the page numbers of the first
edition of 1781 (‘A’) and of the second edition of 1787 (‘B’). Other writings by
Kant are cited with the title (sometimes in an abbreviated form), followed by
the volume and page number of the Academy Edition (Kant 1900–). Citations
from Kant’s Reflexionen also indicate each Reflexion’s number and the dating
established by Adickes (sometimes in a simplified form). Translations are our
own for those writings of Kant which have not been translated into English. All
other translations are from the Cambridge Edition of the Works of Immanuel
Kant (Kant 1992– ). American spelling has been replaced with British spelling
in quotations.

Italics in quotations are original, underlinings are added. All translations are
our own unless otherwise specified.
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