Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-00190-8 — Urban Disasters
Cindy Ermus

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Global Urban History
edited by
Michael Goebel

Graduate Institute Geneva

Tracy Neumann
Wayne State University

Joseph Ben Prestel
Freie Universitdt Berlin

URBAN DISASTERS

Cindy Ermus

University of Texas at San Antonio

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009001908
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-00190-8 — Urban Disasters
Cindy Ermus

Frontmatter

More Information

.~ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University's mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009001908

DOI: 10.1017/9781009004053
© Cindy Ermus 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-00190-8 Paperback
ISSN 2632-3206 (online)
ISSN 2632-3192 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009001908
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-00190-8 — Urban Disasters
Cindy Ermus

Frontmatter

More Information

Urban Disasters
Elements in Global Urban History

DOI: 10.1017/9781009004053
First published online: July 2023

Cindy Ermus
University of Texas at San Antonio

Author for correspondence: Cindy Ermus, Cindy.ermus@utsa.edu

Abstract: This Element explores the history of urban disasters around the
globe over the past 300 years. It introduces the reader to central
concepts that help define the study of disasters, then moves on to
explore the relationship between cities and disasters, including
earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, and epidemics. It asks, for example: How
have cities responded in times of crisis, and what practices,
infrastructures, and/or institutions have they introduced to prevent
disasters from reoccurring? Who suffers most when urban disasters
strike, and why? In what ways do catastrophes change cities? How, if at
all, are cities unique from the countryside? To answer these questions
and more, this concise history looks at a series of case studies from the
eighteenth century through the COVID-19 pandemic. The Element
concludes with a brief look at the ongoing effects of climate change
and the future of cities.
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