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The partition of British India in 1947 resulted in the establishment of
the independent states of India and Pakistan and the end of the British
Raj. The decision to divide British India along religious lines caused
widespread upheaval and communal violence in the period leading up
to and following the official day of independence, 15 August 1947. In
this book, Daniel Marston provides a unique examination of the role of
the Indian Army in post-Second World War India. He draws upon
extensive research into primary source documents and interviews with
veterans of the events of 1947 to provide fresh insight into the vital part
that the Indian Army played in preserving law and order in the region.
This rigorous book fills a significant gap in the historiography of the
British in India and will be invaluable to those studying the British
Empire and South Asia more generally.

DANIEL MARSTON is Professor of Military Studies in the Strategic and
Defence Studies Centre at the Australian National University. He is
also the Principal of the Military and Defence Studies Program at the
Australian Command and Staff College in Canberra, Australia. He has
been a Visiting Fellow with the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the
Changing Character of War. His first book Phoenix from the Ashes, an
in-depth assessment of how the British/Indian Army turned defeat into
victory in the Burma campaign of the Second World War, won the
Templer Medal in 2003. He completed his doctorate in the history of
war at Balliol College, Oxford University, and is a Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society.
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Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society will publish monographs
on the history and anthropology of modern India. In addition to its primary
scholarly focus, the series will include work of an interdisciplinary nature which
will contribute to contemporary social and cultural debates about Indian history
and society. In this way, the series will further the general development of
historical and anthropological knowledge and attract a wider readership than that
concerned with India alone.

A list of titles which have been published in the series can be found at the end of the book.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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