
Politics, Gender, and Concepts

A critique of concepts has been central to feminist scholarship since its inception.
However, while gender scholars have identified the analytical gaps in existing social
science concepts, few have systematically mapped out a gendered approach to issues
in political analysis and theory development. This volume addresses this important
gap in the literature by exploring the methodology of concept construction and
critique, which is a crucial step to disciplined empirical analysis, research design,
causal explanations, and testing hypotheses. Leading gender and politics scholars use
a common framework to discuss methodological issues in some of the core concepts
of feminist research in political science, including representation, democracy, welfare
state governance, and political participation. This is an invaluable work for researchers
and students in women’s studies and political science.

Gary Goertz teaches political science at the University of Arizona. He is the author
or coauthor of seven books and over forty articles on issues of international poli-
tics, methodology, and conflict studies, including Contexts of International Politics
(Cambridge, 1994).

Amy G. Mazur is Professor in the Department of Political Science at Washington
State University. Focusing her research on comparative feminist policy issues, she has
published numerous book chapters and articles and is author or editor of four books,
including Theorizing Feminist Policy (2002).

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Politics,
Gender, and Concepts
Theory and Methodology

Edited by

Gary Goertz
and

Amy G. Mazur

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521723428

c© Cambridge University Press 2008

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2008

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Goertz, Gary, 1953–

Politics, gender and concepts / Gary Goertz, Amy G. Mazur.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-521-89776-1 (hardback)

1. Women–Government policy. 2. Women in politics. 3. Feminism.

I. Mazur, Amy. II. Title.

HQ1236.G55 2008

306.201 – dc22 2008023547

ISBN 978-0-521-89776-1 hardback

ISBN 978-0-521-72342-8 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or

accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to

in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such

websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of figures page vii
List of tables viii
Notes on contributors ix
Acknowledgments xiii

1 Introduction 1
Amy G. Mazur and Gary Goertz

2 Mapping gender and politics concepts: ten guidelines 14
Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur

Part I Gendering concepts

3 Gendering democracy 47
Pamela Paxton

4 Gendering representation 71
Karen Celis

5 Gendering the welfare state 94
Diane Sainsbury

6 Gendering governance 114
Georgina Waylen

7 Gendering development 136
Kathleen Staudt

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


vi Contents

Part II Gender-specific concepts

8 Gender ideology: masculinism and feminalism 159
Georgia Duerst-Lahti

9 Intersectionality 193
S. Laurel Weldon

10 Women’s movements, feminism, and feminist movements 219
Dorothy E. McBride and Amy G. Mazur

11 State feminism 244
Amy G. Mazur and Dorothy E. McBride

Appendix A website for additional gender and politics concepts 270
References 271
Index 303

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Figures

2.1 Concepts and ideal types: polity democracy measure page 31
3.1 Great Britain’s electorate, 1831–1931 58
3.2 Comparison of waves of democracy with and without women’s

suffrage 63
8.1 Gender as protoideology in US politics 176
8.2 Binary sex-gender, gray zones, alternative gender ideations 180
8.3 Examples of gender content analysis 185
8.4 Binary poles, dimension constructs, and sample continua 186
9.1 Intersectional and autonomous effects of gender, race, class, and

nation 204
9.2 Matrix of domination: race, class, gender 211

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Tables

2.1 List of guidelines page 15
2.2 Possible structures for the concept “mother” 37
3.1 Comparison of transition dates of democracy to female

suffrage 56
3.2 Comparison of polity with dates of female suffrage 57
4.1 Dimensions of representation 82
8.1 Gender ideology: names and negations 168
9.1 Applying the guidelines to the two versions of intersectionality 216

11.1 Categories for the state feminism continuum 262

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors

Karen Celis has been Assistant Professor at the Department of Business Adminis-
tration and Public Management of the University College Ghent since 2004. Her
research and publications focus on the political representation of women and on
state feminism. Besides a book on gender, politics, and policy in Belgium (with
Petra Meier, 2006) she has (published and forthcoming) articles in the Journal of
Women, Politics and Policy, Representation, Parliamentary Affairs, and Res Publica,
and book chapters in J. Outshoorn and J. Kantola (eds.), Changing State Feminism:
Women’s Policy Agencies Confront Shifting Institutional Terrain (with Petra Meier,
2007); J. Magone (ed.) Regional Institutions and Governance in the European Union.
Subnational Actors in the New Millennium (with Alison Woodward, 2003); D. Stetson
(ed.) Abortion Politics, Women’s Movements and the Democratic State: A Comparative
Study of State Feminism (2001).

Georgia Duerst-Lahti is Professor of Political Science and a faculty member of
the Women’s and Gender Studies Program at Beloit College. Her research interests
center on the gendering of political institutions and on gender in campaigns. Recent
contributions include a book, coauthored with Cathy M. Johnson and Noelle Norton,
entitled Creating Gender: The Sexual Politics of Welfare Policy (2007) and a chapter on
masculinity on the campaign trail for Lori Han and Caroline Heldman (eds.), Rethink-
ing Madame President (2007). Her research appears in several journals, including Sex
Roles, Women and Politics, and Political Science Quarterly. Her best-known work con-
tinues to be Gender Power, Leadership, and Governance, with Rita Mae Kelly (1995).
She has been elected as President of the Midwest Women’s Caucus for Political Science
and the President of the national Women’s Caucus for Political Science, and has
served on the Executive Council of the Midwest Political Science Association and on
the Committee on the Status of Women of the American Political Science Association.

Gary Goertz is Professor of Political Science at the University of Arizona. He is
the author or coauthor of five books and over twenty-five articles on issues of
international institutions, methodology, and conflict studies, including Contexts of
International Politics (1994), War and Peace in International Rivalry (with Paul Diehl,
2000), and International Norms and Decision Making: A Punctuated Equilibrium

www.cambridge.org© Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89776-1 - Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology
Edited by Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521897761
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x Notes on contributors

Model (2003). The topic of necessary conditions, their theory and methodology, has
also been a research agenda item for a number of years. He is coeditor of the anthology
Necessary Conditions: Theory, Methodology, and Applications (with Harvey Starr,
2003). His most recent methodological work deals with the construction of concepts:
Social Science Concepts: A User’s Guide (2005). He is editor of a special issue of the
journal Political Analysis entitled “Causal complexity and qualitative methods” (2006).

Dorothy E. McBride (formerly Stetson) is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at
Florida Atlantic University, where she was a founder of the women’s studies program.
She is coconvener (with Amy G. Mazur) of the Research Network on Gender, Politics
and the State (RNGS), an international group of scholars engaged in the study of
women’s movements and state feminism in postindustrial democracies. She is author
of Abortion in the United States: A Reference Handbook (2008) and Women’s Rights
in the USA: Policy Conflict and Gender Roles (3rd edn., 2004) and has published
articles in Politics & Gender, Political Research Quarterly, French Politics and Women &
Politics. She co-edited Comparative State Feminism (with Amy G. Mazur, 1995) and
was editor and contributing author of Abortion Politics, Women’s Movements and the
Democratic State: A Comparative Study of State Feminism (2001). She has been a Ful-
bright Senior Fellow in France and received research grants from the National Science
Foundation. During 2006–8 she was visiting scholar at the University of Washington.

Amy G. Mazur is Professor in the Department of Political Science at Washington
State University. Her research and teaching interests focus on comparative feminist
policy issues with a particular emphasis on France. She is coeditor of Political
Research Quarterly. Her books include Comparative State Feminism (editor, with
Dorothy McBride Stetson, 1995); Gender Bias and the State: Symbolic Reform at
Work in Fifth Republic France (1995); State Feminism, Women’s Movements, and
Job Training: Making Democracies Work in the Global Economy (editor, 2001); and
Theorizing Feminist Policy (2002). She has published articles in Political Research
Quarterly, French Politics and Society, Policy Studies Journal, West European Politics,
European Journal of Political Research, European Political Science, Review of Policy
Research, Contemporary French Civilization, French Politics, Travail, Genre et Société
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