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We can only claim to understand another legal system when we know
the cultural and social context that surrounds the positive law in
which lawyers are trained. To avoid ethnocentricity and superficiality,
we must go beyond judicial decisions, doctrinal writings, and the
black-letter law of codes and statutes, and probe the ‘deeper structures’
where law meets cultural, political and socio-economic factors. It is
only when we acquire such awareness and knowledge of the critical
factors affecting both the backgrounds and implications of rules that
it becomes possible to control the present and possibly future
developments in the world’s legal institutions. This collection of essays
aims to provide the reader with a fundamental understanding of the
dynamic relationship between the law and its cultural, political, and
socio-economic context.

Mauro Bussani is Professor of Comparative Law at the University of
Trieste and Scientific Director of the International Association of Legal
Sciences (IALS-Unesco). He is co-editor of a Cambridge University Press
series, and a member of numerous international scientific institutions.
He has been Visiting Professor in Brazil, France, Hungary, China,
Portugal, Serbia, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. His principal publications include twenty-one books (of five of
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international institutions and law reviews. His work is highly
interdisciplinary and has been published and translated widely in books
and journals.
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and enlightening, the Companions library represents legal scholarship

at its best.
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