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The Language of Nazi Genocide

Linguistic Violence and the Struggle of Germans of
Jewish Ancestry

In the Nazi genocide of European Jews, words preceded, accompanied,

and made mass murder possible.

Using a multilayered approach to connect official language to every-

day life, historian Thomas Pegelow Kaplan analyzes the role of lan-

guage in genocide. This study seeks to comprehend how the perpetra-

tors constructed difference, race, and their perceived enemies; how Nazi

agencies communicated to the public through the nation’s press; and

how Germans of Jewish ancestry received, contested, and struggled for

survival and self against remarkable odds.

The Language of Nazi Genocide covers the historical periods of the

late Weimar Republic, the Nazi regime, and early postwar Germany.

However, by addressing the architecture of conceptual separation

between groups and the means by which social aggression is dissem-

inated, this study offers a model for comparative studies of linguistic

violence, hate speech, and genocide in the modern world.

Thomas Pegelow Kaplan is currently assistant professor of modern

European history at Davidson College. He has also taught at Grinnell

College and the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, where he

received his PhD. He was awarded a Miles Lerman Center for the Study

of Jewish Resistance Fellowship by the United States Holocaust Memo-

rial Museum and a Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship.

His articles have appeared in Central European History, Contemporary

European History, and Zeitgeschichte.

www.cambridge.org/9780521888660
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88866-0 — The Language of Nazi Genocide
Thomas Pegelow Kaplan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Language of Nazi Genocide

Linguistic Violence and the Struggle

of Germans of Jewish Ancestry

THOMAS PEGELOW KAPLAN

Davidson College

www.cambridge.org/9780521888660
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88866-0 — The Language of Nazi Genocide
Thomas Pegelow Kaplan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521888660

© Thomas Pegelow Kaplan 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009
First paperback edition 2011
Reprinted 2011, 2012

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Pegelow Kaplan, Thomas.
The language of Nazi genocide : linguistic violence and the struggle of Germans of
Jewish ancestry / Thomas Pegelow Kaplan. – 1st ed.
 p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-0-521-88866-0 (hardback)
1. Antisemitism in the press – Germany – History – 20th century. 2. Antisemitism in
language – Germany – History – 20th century. 3. Jews – Press coverage – Germany –
History – 20th century. 4. German language – Social aspects – Germany. 5. Mass media –
Social aspects – Germany. 6. Press and politics – Germany – History – 20th century. 7.
Government and the press – Germany – History – 20th century. 8. Germany – Ethnic
relations. 9. Holocaust, Jewish (1939–1945) – Causes. i. Title.
pn5214.a58p44 2009
073´.08992404309043–dc22  2009010919

isbn  978-0-521-88866-0  Hardback
isbn  978-1-107-65057-2  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate. 

www.cambridge.org/9780521888660
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88866-0 — The Language of Nazi Genocide
Thomas Pegelow Kaplan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

In memory of
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RTLM Radio-Télévision Libre des Milles Collines
RuSHA SS Race and Settlement Main Office (Rasse- und

Siedlungshauptamt)
SA Storm troopers (Sturmabteilung)
SAPMO-BA Stiftung Archiv der Parteien und Massenorganizationen der

DDR, Bundesarchiv Berlin
SD Security Service of the SS (Sicherheitsdienst)
SED Socialist Unity Party of Germany (Sozialistische Einheitspartei

Deutschlands)

www.cambridge.org/9780521888660
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88866-0 — The Language of Nazi Genocide
Thomas Pegelow Kaplan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Abbreviations xv

SfR Office of the Expert in Racial Research at the Reich Minister of
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