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This book questions conventional accounts of the history of European inte-
gration and British business. Integration accounts conventionally focus on the
nation-state, while Neil Rollings focuses on business and its role in the devel-
opment of European integration, which business historians have overlooked to
this point. Business provided a key link between economic integration, political
integration, and the process of Europeanization. British businessmen perceived
early on that European integration meant much more than the removal of tariffs
and access to new markets. Indeed, British entry into the European commu-
nity would alter the whole landscape of the European working environment.
Consideration of European integration was revealed as a complex, relative, and
dynamic issue, covering many issues such as competition policy, taxation, and
company law. Based on extensive archival research, this book uses the case of
business to emphasize the need to blend national histories with the history of
European integration.
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Series Editors’ Preface

The story of business history within European integration has just begun to
be written amidst a shift in the literature identifying the importance of busi-
ness and economic interests rather than political ones in the process. There
has been until now no reliable historical study of the policies of British busi-
ness towards European integration. Given the importance of British business
in the global economy and the new European system, we welcome this addi-
tion to the literature and to our series, Cambridge Studies in the Emergence
of Global Enterprise.

Here you will find an account based on rich research in the extensive
British government records held in that country’s National Archives and the
records of the key peak association, the FBI. Professor Rollings uses these
and other archives to develop the first serious account of how, exactly, British
business adapted to the challenges of integration. The book presents much
information that is new and integrates the archival evidence with the rele-
vant secondary literature in English and several other languages in history,
political science, management, and economics. The coverage is indeed com-
prehensive. This is an authoritative economic and business history that helps
us understand the twists and turns of political economy in an era when a
new European system was emerging.

Geoffrey Jones
Harvard Business School

Louis Galambos
The Johns Hopkins University
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