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GMA  George MacDonald: An Anthology. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 

2001.
HHB  The Horse and His Boy. Glasgow: Fontana Lions, 1980.
LB  The Last Battle. Glasgow: Fontana Lions, 1981.
LTM  Prayer: Letters to Malcolm. London: Collins, 1983.
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xix

C.S. Lewis: Chronology

1898  Clive Staples (‘Jack’) Lewis born, Belfast (29 Nov.), second son of Albert 
and Florence Lewis, brother to Warren (b. 1895)

1899  Baptized by grandfather, the Revd Thomas Hamilton, St Mark’s (Church 
of Ireland), Dundela

1908  Death of mother, Florence; enrolled at Wynyard School, Hertfordshire
1911  Enrolled at schools in Malvern; ceases to self-identify as Christian
1914  Begins tutelage under William Kirkpatrick, Surrey; confirmed at  

St Mark’s, Dundela, ‘in total disbelief’; outbreak of the Great War
1917  Matriculates at University College, Oxford; joins Officers’ Training 

Corps; meets fellow cadet Paddy Moore and his mother, Jane Moore; 
serves in trenches in France as second lieutenant in Somerset Light 
Infantry

1918  Wounded in Battle of Arras; death of Paddy Moore; Lewis convalesces 
in hospitals in England (May–Nov.); end of the Great War

1919  Returns to Oxford; Spirits in Bondage: A Cycle of Lyrics published
1920  Takes First in Classical Honour Moderations
1921  Receives Chancellor’s Prize for an English Essay
1922  Moves with Jane Moore and her daughter Maureen to a house in 

Headington, Oxford; takes First in Literae Humaniores
1923  Takes First in English Language and Literature
1924  Teaches philosophy, University College
1925  Elected Fellow and Tutor in English, Magdalen College, Oxford
1926  Meets J.R.R. Tolkien; Dymer published
1929  Becomes theist; death of father, Albert
1930  Moves with Warren Lewis and Jane and Maureen Moore to The Kilns, 

Headington Quarry
1931  Comes to believe ‘that Jesus Christ is the Son of God’
1933  The Pilgrim’s Regress; first meetings of the ‘Inklings’ at Magdalen
1936  Meets Charles Williams; The Allegory of Love
1938  Out of the Silent Planet
1939  Rehabilitations; The Personal Heresy; outbreak of war with Germany; 

evacuees arrive at The Kilns; Warren Lewis recalled to active service
1940  Maureen Moore marries, moves out of The Kilns; The Problem of 

Pain
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xx C.S. Lewis: Chronology

1941  First talks to Royal Air Force; The Screwtape Letters serialized; preaches 
‘The Weight of Glory’ in University Church, Oxford; gives BBC radio 
broadcasts on ‘Right and Wrong’

1942  Becomes President of Oxford University Socratic Club; A Preface to 
Paradise Lost

1943  Perelandra; The Abolition of Man
1944  The Great Divorce serialized
1945  End of World War II; death of Charles Williams; That Hideous 

Strength
1947  On cover of Time magazine; Miracles
1948  Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature
1950  Receives first letter from Joy Gresham, née Davidman; The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe
1951  Death of Jane Moore
1952  Mere Christianity; meets Joy Gresham
1954  Elected Professor of Medieval and Renaissance Literature and Fellow of 

Magdalene College, University of Cambridge; English Literature in the 
Sixteenth Century

1955  Takes up Cambridge chair; elected Fellow of the British Academy; 
Surprised by Joy

1956  Secretly marries Joy Gresham in Oxford Registry Office (Apr.); Joy 
hospitalized with cancer (Oct.); Lewis publishes news of their wed-
ding (Dec.); Till We Have Faces; receives Carnegie Medal for The Last 
Battle

1957  Marries Joy Gresham in Christian ceremony at her hospital bedside; her 
cancer goes into remission

1958  Reflections on the Psalms
1960  The Four Loves; death of Joy Lewis; Studies in Words
1961  A Grief Observed; An Experiment in Criticism
1963  Resigns chair at Cambridge owing to ill-health; death of C.S. Lewis 

(22 Nov.)
1964  Letters to Malcolm; The Discarded Image
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