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This is a major new study of the role of European Christian demo-
cratic parties in the making of the EuropeanUnion. Based on extensive
archival research, it radically reconceptualises European integration in
long-term historical perspective as the outcome of partisan competition
of political ideologies and parties and their guiding ideas for the
future of Europe. Wolfram Kaiser takes a comparative approach to
political Catholicism in the nineteenth century, Catholic parties in
interwar Europe and Christian democratic parties in postwar Europe
and studies these parties’ cross-border contacts and coordination of
policy-making. He shows how well-networked party elites, by inten-
sifying their cross-border communication and coordinating their
political tactics and policy-making in government, ensured that the
origins of European Union were predominately Christian democratic,
with considerable long-term repercussions for the present-day EU.
This is a major contribution to the new transnational history of
Europe and to the history of European integration.
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DFG Deutsch-Französische Gesellschaft / German-French
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DGB Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund / German Trade Union
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DNVP Deutsch-Nationale Volkspartei / German National
People’s Party

DVP Deutsche Volkspartei / German People’s Party
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ECSC European Coal and Steel Community
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EDU European Democratic Union
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EPC European Political Community
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FDP Freie Demokratische Partei / Free Democratic Party

(Germany)
FNC Fédération Nationale Catholique (France)
ICDU International Christian Democratic Union
ICHN Internationale Christliche Nothilfe (Switzerland)
ICU International Catholic Union
IFCTU International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
IPU International Parliamentary Union
ILO International Labour Organisation
JR Ligue de la Jeune République (France)
KVP Katholieke Volkspartij / Catholic People’s Party

(Netherlands)
MEP Member of the European Parliament
MRP Mouvement Républicain Populaire / Popular

Republican Party (France)
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
NEF Nouvelles Équipes Françaises (France)
NEI Nouvelles Équipes Internationales
OEEC Organisation for European Economic Cooperation
ÖVP Österreichische Volkspartei / Austrian People’s Party
PDP Parti Démocrate Populaire / Popular Democratic Party

(France)
PPI Partito Popolare Italiano / Italian Popular Party
PSP Partido Social Popular / Popular Social Party (Spain)
PvdA Partij van der Arbeid / Labour Party (Netherlands)
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RKSP Rooms Katholieke Staats Partij / Roman Catholic State
Party (Netherlands)

SEA Single European Act
SFIO Section Française de l’Internationale Ouvrière (France)
SI Socialist International
SIPDIC Sécretariat International des Partis Démocratiques

d’Inspiration Chrétienne
SKVP Schweizer Konservative Volkspartei / Swiss

Conservative People’s Party
SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands / Social

Democratic Party (Germany)
UN United Nations
WEU Western European Union
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