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Natural History of Creation
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London, 1844–6

1845 Irish potato crop fails; Great

Famine begins
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Friedrich Engels, The Condition of
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[Charlotte, Anne and Emily Brontë]

Repeal of the Corn Laws Marian Evans [‘George Eliot’], trans. of
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Anne Brontë, Agnes Grey

Ten Hours Act limits working day
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Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights
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serialized 1847–8
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Contexts Texts

1848 Revolutions in Europe Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,

The Communist Manifesto

Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

formed

Anne Brontë, The Tenant of Wildfell

Hall

Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton

J. S. Mill, Principles of Political

Economy

J.H. Newman, Loss and Gain

Thackeray, Pendennis, serialized

1848–50

1849 Charlotte Brontë, Shirley

Macaulay, History of England, vols. i

and ii

Henry Mayhew, London Labour and

the London Poor begins in the

Morning Chronicle

Ruskin, Seven Lamps of Architecture

Dickens, David Copperfield, monthly

parts 1849–50

1850 Wordsworth dies William Wordsworth, The Prelude

Tennyson becomes Poet Laureate Tennyson, In Memoriam

Household Words launched by

Dickens

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Poems

The Germ published, Jan.–April,

by the Pre-Raphaelite

Brotherhood

Carlyle, Latter-Day Pamphlets

Roman Catholic hierarchy

re-established in England

Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet

Letter

1851 Great Exhibition at the Crystal

Palace

Ruskin, The Stones of Venice, vol. i;

concl. 1853

Louis Napoleon becomes Emperor

of France

Gaskell, Cranford, serialized 1851–3

1852 Rebuilt Houses of Parliament open Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s

Cabin

Dickens, Bleak House, in monthly

parts 1852–3

1853 Crimean War (1853–6) Matthew Arnold, Poems

Charlotte Brontë, Villette

Gaskell, Ruth

1854 Coventry Patmore, The Angel in the

House (completed 1856)

chronology
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Contexts Texts

Marian Evans [George Eliot] trans. of

Feuerbach’s Essence of Christianity

Dickens, Hard Times

Gaskell, North and South, 1854–5

Tennyson, ‘Charge of the Light

Brigade’

1855 Lord Palmerston prime minister Robert Browning, Men and Women

Newspaper Stamp Tax abolished Dickens, Little Dorrit, monthly parts

1855–7Saturday Review founded

Tennyson, Maud and Other Poems

1857 Indian Mutiny Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Aurora

LeighMatrimonial Causes Act

Gaskell, Life of Charlotte Brontë

Anthony Trollope, Barchester Towers

Eliot, Scenes of Clerical Life in

Blackwood’s Magazine

1858 English Woman’s Journal

established (1858–64)

R.M. Ballantyne, The Coral Island

1859 War of Italian liberation Darwin, On the Origin of Species

Langham Place circle and Society

for Promoting the Employment

of Women formed

Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

Second Palmerston administration

Eliot, Adam Bede; ‘The Lifted Veil’

(in Blackwood’s Magazine)

All the Year Round begun by

Dickens

Edward FitzGerald, The Rubáiyát of

Omar Khayyám

Macmillan’s Magazine founded

Samuel Smiles, Self-Help

Wilkie Collins, The Woman in White,

serialized 1859–60

Mill, On Liberty

Tennyson, Idylls of the King

1860 William Wilberforce and

T.H. Huxley debate at British

Association meeting, Oxford

Eliot, The Mill on the Floss

Cornhill Magazine, ed. Thackeray,

founded

Dickens, Great Expectations,

serialized 1860–1

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Poems

before Congress

Essays and Reviews

Trollope, Framley Parsonage,

serialized 1860–1

1861 American Civil War begins (1861–5) Ellen Wood, East Lynne

Death of the Prince Consort Isabella Beeton, The Book of

Household Management

Eliot, Silas Marner

chronology
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Contexts Texts

1862 Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Lady

Audley’s Secret

Collins, No Name

Christina Rossetti, Goblin Market

and Other Poems

ElizabethBarrett Browning,LastPoems

Eliot, Romola, serialized 1862–3

Ruskin, Unto this Last (in Cornhill

Magazine)

1864 Contagious Diseases Acts Robert Browning, Dramatis Personae

Dickens,OurMutual Friend, monthly

parts 1864–5

Gaskell, Cousin Phillis; Wives and

Daughters, serialized 1864–6

Tennyson, Enoch Arden and Other

Poems

1865 The Argosy, Fortnightly Review,

Pall Mall Gazette founded

Arnold, Essays in Criticism, lst series

President Abraham Lincoln

assassinated

Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland

Ruskin, Sesame and Lilies

Algernon Swinburne, Atalanta in

Calydon

1866 Contemporary Review, Aunt Judy’s

Magazine founded

George Eliot, Felix Holt

Christina Rossetti, Prince’s Progress

and Other Poems

Poems and Ballads, 1st series

E. S. Dallas, The Gay Science

1867 Second Reform Bill passed Walter Bagehot, The English

ConstitutionWomen’s Suffrage petition

presented to Parliament

1868 Gladstone prime minister (Dec.) Robert Browning, The Ring and the

Book (completed 1869)

Collins, The Moonstone

WilliamMorris, The Earthly Paradise

(completed 1870)

1869 Nature, The Academy, The

Graphic founded

Arnold, Culture and Anarchy

Suez Canal opened

Mill, The Subjection of Women

1870 Franco-Prussian War (1870–1) Dickens, Mystery of Edwin Drood

(unfinished)Elementary Education Act

D.G. Rosssetti, PoemsMarried Women’s Property Act

Women’s Suffrage Journal begins

Dickens dies

chronology
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Contexts Texts

1871 Religious Tests abolished at Oxford

and Cambridge

Robert Buchanan, ‘The Fleshly School

of Poetry’

Trade Union Act Darwin, Descent of Man

Eliot, Middlemarch, pbd 1871–2

Thomas Hardy, Desperate Remedies

Edward Lear, Nonsense Songs and

Stories

Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking

Glass

D.G. Rossetti, ‘The Stealthy School

of Criticism’

Ruskin, Fors Clavigera (concl. 1887)

Swinburne, Songs before Sunrise

1873 Hardy, A Pair of Blue Eyes

Mill, Autobiography

1874 Disraeli prime minister Trollope, The Way We Live Now,

monthly parts 1874–5

G.H. Lewes, Problems of Life and

Mind, lst series

James Thomson, ‘The City of

Dreadful Night’

1876 Mind started Eliot, Daniel Deronda

Mark Twain, Tom Sawyer

1877 Queen Victoria proclaimed

Empress of India

Harriet Martineau, Autobiography

Nineteenth Century founded

1878 Zulu War 1878–9 Hardy, The Return of the Native

Second Afghan War Swinburne, Poems and Ballads,

2nd seriesMatrimonial Causes Act

London University opens degrees to

women

English Men of Letters series begins

1879 Boy’s Own Paper begins Browning, Dramatic Idylls

George Meredith, The Egoist

1882 Married Women’s Property Act R. L. Stevenson, Treasure Island

1884 Matrimonial Causes Act George Gissing, The Unclassed

Oxford English Dictionary begins

(completed 1928)

Mark Twain, Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn

Society of Authors founded Meredith, Diana of the Crossways,

serialized 1884–5

chronology
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Contexts Texts

1885 Criminal Law Amendment Act

raises age of consent for girls

to 16

H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s

Mines

J.W. Cross, George Eliot’s Life

Walter Pater, Marius the Epicurean

Stevenson, A Child’s Garden of Verses

1886 Irish Home Rule Bill defeated Stevenson, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Repeal of Contagious Diseases Acts Hardy, The Mayor of Casterbridge

English Historical Review founded Henry James, The Bostonians

Tennyson, Locksley Hall Sixty Years

After

1887 Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee Haggard, She; Allan Quatermain

Hardy, The Woodlanders

‘Mark Rutherford’, Revolution in

Tanner’s Lane

1888 Matchworkers’ strike Hardy, Wessex Tales

‘Jack the Ripper’ murders in

London

Mary Ward, Robert Elsmere

1889 Net Book Agreement Charles Booth, Life and Labour of the

People of London (1889–97)

Gissing, The Nether World

Pater, Appreciations

Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King

Arthur’s Court

W.B.Yeats, The Wanderings of Oisin

1890 Review of Reviews begins William Booth, In Darkest England

J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough

William James, Principles of

Psychology

WilliamMorris,News from Nowhere

1891 International Copyright Act

(Chace Act)

Arthur Conan Doyle, Adventures of

Sherlock Holmes

William Morris founds Kelmscott

Press

Gissing, New Grub Street

Hardy, Tess of the d’Urbervilles

Olive Schreiner, Dreams

Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian

Gray; Intentions

1892 Gladstone prime minister Gissing, Born in Exile

Tennyson dies Rudyard Kipling, Barrack-Room

Ballads

chronology
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Contexts Texts

1893 Second Irish Home Rule bill

defeated

Marie Corelli, Barabbas

Gissing, The Odd Women

Alice Meynell, Poems

Wilde, Lady Windermere’s Fan

1894 Yellow Book founded George du Maurier, Trilby

Gissing, In the Year of Jubilee

Kipling, The Jungle Book

George Moore, Esther Waters

Wilde, AWoman of No Importance

1895 Trial and imprisonment of Oscar

Wilde

Grant Allen, The Woman Who Did

Lord Salisbury prime minister

Joseph Conrad, Almayer’s Folly

Corelli, The Sorrows of Satan

Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of

Courage

Hardy, Jude the Obscure

Max Nordau, Degeneration

H.G. Wells, The Time Machine

1896 Alfred Austin Poet Laureate A. E. Housman, A Shropshire Lad

Arthur Morrison, A Child of the Jago

Christina Rossetti, Poems, ed.

W. M. Rossetti

Wells, The Island of Dr Moreau

1897 Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee Conrad, The Nigger of the Narcissus

National Union of Women’s

Suffrage Societies formed

James, What Maisie Knew

Kipling, Captains Courageous

Bram Stoker, Dracula

Wells, The Invisible Man

1898 Death of Gladstone Hardy, Wessex Poems

G.B. Shaw, Plays Pleasant and

Unpleasant

Wilde, The Ballad of Reading Gaol

Wells, The War of the Worlds

1899 Boer War begins Yeats, The Wind among the Reeds

James, The Awkward Age

Kipling, Stalky & Co.

Margaret Oliphant, Autobiography

Wilde, An Ideal Husband; The

Importance of Being Earnest

(acted 1895)

1901 Death of Queen Victoria Hardy, Poems of the Past and Present

Kipling, Kim

chronology
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Contexts Texts

1902 Boer War ends Conan Doyle, The Hound of the

Baskervilles

James, The Wings of the Dove

Kipling, Just So Stories

1903 Daily Mirror started Samuel Butler, The Way of All Flesh

Conrad, Typhoon

James, The Ambassadors

Shaw, Man and Superman

1905 Conan Doyle, The Return of Sherlock

Holmes

E.M. Forster, Where Angels Fear To

Tread

James, The Golden Bowl

Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth

Wilde, De Profundis

1907 Hilaire Belloc, Cautionary Tales for

Children

Conrad, The Secret Agent

Edmund Gosse, Father and Son

1908 Robert Baden-Powell, Scouting for

Boys

Arnold Bennett, The Old Wives’ Tale

Forster, A Room with a View

1910 Death of Edward VII, ascension of

George V

Bennett, Clayhanger

Forster, Howard’s End

1911 Conrad, Under Western Eyes

D.H. Lawrence, The White Peacock

Katherine Mansfield, In a German

Pension

1913 Robert Bridges Poet Laureate Lawrence, Sons and Lovers

New Statesman begins Meynell, Collected Poems

1914 World War I begins Hardy, Satires of Circumstance

James, Note on Novelists

James Joyce, Dubliners

Lawrence, The Prussian Officer;

The Widowing of Mrs Holroyd

Meynell, Collected Essays

Yeats, Responsibilities

chronology
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