
Index

Adam, Barbara 102
Aggregates 32, 52–3, 54, 69, 92

Table 3.1
cessation (nirvana) of the 39–41,

69, 72
Ajita 172, 175, 176
Anāgatavam

˙
sa (History of the Future) 109,

135, 148, 148–52, 172–84
Annals 136
Arahants (enlightened people) 39, 40,

90, 126
Arahantship 41–2, 90
Atthadassi Buddha 148
Augustine, St 35, 100, 105

Bauman, Zygmunt 22, 23
Beckett, Samuel 105, 117, 138
Bentham, Jeremy 73
bliss 25, 28, 72–3
Borges, Jorge Luis 22–3
Brabant, F. H. 26
Brahmajāla Sutta 68, 124
Bruner, Jerome 13
Buddha
as his image 117, 118–20
as his relics 117, 120–1
as his teaching 116, 117–18
presence and absence 117, 119

buddha (awakened one) 126, 127
Buddhas
future (bodhisatta-s), 127, 130, 148; see

also Metteyya Buddha
multiple 108–10, 115
past 128–30, 139–41
past and future 126–52, 141, 142

Table 5.1, 143 Table 5.2

Buddhavam
˙
sa (Chronicle of Buddhas) 109,

135, 139–48
chapter 1, text 153
chapter 2, analysis, 144–7; text 154–66
chapter 3, text 167–9
chapter 20, text 170–1

Burghart, Richard 18
Bynum, Caroline Walker 2

Canetti, Elias 23
Cessation, Attainment of 5, 46–7
change, see impermanence
Character-Types (Puggala-paññatti) 14
Characteristics, Three 14, 33
Chronicle of Buddhas, see Buddhavam

˙
sa

Chronicles 136
City of Nirvana 88–90, 94, 109, 152, 187
civilization 6, 7
closure 110–12, 113, 121, 147, 185
and narrative thought 16, 19–28,

136, 186
and nirvana 16, 60, 110–12,

114, 186
and systematic thought 16–19, 186

conditioned, the (sam
˙
khata) 16, 71

conditioned things or events
(sam

˙
khārā) 16

conditioning, universe of (sam
˙
sāra) 17,

30–1, 106
Conditioning Factors (sam

˙
khārā) 32–3, 35,

71, 92
consciousness 69–72, 75
Controversy, Points of (Kathāvatthu)

14, 54
Corruptions 57
culture 4, 6, 112
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Dabba Mallaputta 39, 124–5
death 69–70, 112, 114

life after 29
nirvana, after 39–41
repeated (punarmr

˙
tyu) 30, 38

time as 36–7
Defilements, 50

cessation of 39–41
Dependent Origination 32–3, 52, 106
Dhamma (Teaching, Truth) 36, 38, 109,

115–16, 118, 126, 133–5, 147, 150,
153, 158, 165, 166

Dhamma-body 118
dhamma-s, see Existents
Dhammasaṅgan

˙
ı̄ 52, 53

dhammatā (nature of things) 107, 128
Dı̄paṅkara Buddha 109, 137, 139, 140, 141,

142 Table 5.1, 145, 147, 156–7,
160, 163

disappearances, five 115–16
Discourse on Relays by Chariot 89–90
Dispensation (Teaching) sāsana of a

Buddha 107, 115–16, 118
dukkha (suffering, unsatisfactoriness)

33–4, 45, 74–5, 90–1, 93
Table 3.2, 106

Egge, Jim 5
Eliade, Mircea 100, 105
Eliot, T. S. 29, 81
ending(s) 105–6, 111, 112–14, 114–22; see

also closure
sense of an 16, 110–12

Enlightenment 41–6, 79–85
epitaphs and gravestone inscriptions 77–8
Eternal Return, Myth of the 100–5
eternity

as bliss 25, 28
endlessness 22–3, 25–6, 113
as timelessness 20–8, 113

ethnography 18–19
etymology 61–2, 64
Existents 33–5, 107–8, 150

conditioned 34–5, 51, 52
unconditioned 8, 51–2, 54–5

felicity, discourse of, 1, 3–4, 185
fire imagery 81–5, 187
Fire Sermon 81–2

Forster, E. M. 13
Frauwallner, Erich 84
Freud, Sigmund 27, 96
future well-being 148–52

Geertz, Clifford 5–6
Gellner, Ernest 185
Gethin, Rupert 14–15
Gombrich, Ernst 117
Gotama Buddha 27, 83, 89, 108, 114, 126,

128, 130, 134, 137, 140–1, 142
Table 5.1, 144–7, 149

Griffiths, Eric 76–7

Hallam, Arthur 76–7
happiness (sukha) 57, 72–5
imagining 3–4
in meditation 94–9, 95 Table 3.3
and nirvana 72, 75
as non-suffering 74–5
and rapture 94–8

heaven 21, 23–5, 26
Heraclitus 102, 143
history 105–6, 108, 136–7
History of the Future, see Anāgatavam

˙
sa

Hubert, Henri 4

imagery, 2, 94, 185–8; see also nirvana: as
image

immortality 20–6, 29–30, 70, 76–7
impermanence (aniccatā) 33–4, 74–5, 105,

107–8, 114, 123, 134, 148, 183

Jātaka stories 27, 36, 45

karma 5, 16, 17, 30, 31–2, 41, 44, 57, 111
Kassapa Buddha 141
Kermode, Frank 110, 186
knowledge 41–3, 92–3
Kondañña Buddha 141, 147, 167–9

Leach, Edmund 103
LeGoff, Jacques 4
life
after death 29–30
future 33
past 32
present 33
Wheel of 52
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Lion’s Roar on the Wheel-turning King
(Cakkavatti-sı̄hanāda Sutta)
130–5, 149

lists (māt
˙
ikā) 14–15

Mahākaccāyana, 9, 125
Mahāpadāna Sutta 128–30
Mahāvam

˙
sa (Great Chronicle) 120

Mahāyāna Buddhism 8, 49, 127
Mahinda 120
Makropulos, Elina 20–1, 70
Māleyya, Story of the Elder

(Māleyyadevatthera-vatthu) 134–5,
148–52

Maṅgala Buddha 79–80
Mann, Thomas 5, 138, 188
Marett, R. R. 43
master-text (grand narrative) 112–13
Mauss, Marcel 4
merit and demerit 44
metaphors 2, 5–6, 60, 62; see also imagery
Metteyya Buddha 115, 130, 133–5, 148–9,

152, 172, 175–6, 179
Milinda 35, 93–4
Milinda, Questions of 93–4
Mohavicchedanı̄ 66
moks

˙
a (release) 31, 52

Monastic Order (Saṅgha) 5–6, 9, 187–8
More, Thomas 7, 88

Nāgasena 35
Ñān

˙
amoli 72, 92

nirvana (the word) 63–8
after death 41, 47–55
and brahman 53, 54
as Cessation of the Aggregates 39–41,

69, 72
as City of Nirvana 88–90, 94, 109,

152, 187
and closure 16, 60, 110–12, 114, 186
as concept 29–60
and consciousness 69–72
as death-free (amata) 38
of the Defilements 39–41
desirability of 55–8
as (En)light(enment) 41, 79–81
etymology of nirvān

˙
a / nibbāna 63–4

as eu-topia and ou-topia 8
and experience 45–7

as extinguished flame 63–4, 67–8, 81–5,
94, 187

as freedom from rebirth 27, 38, 91–2
as freedom from time 35–8
and happiness 72–5
as haven of the further shore 86–8
as health 91
as image 61–99, 185–7
and image-lists 92–4
in life 41
as mental but not mind 52–3
as ocean-deep, unfathomable 68, 85–6
of the relics 39, 115–16
and skilfulness 43–5
syntactic role 20, 60, 110, 113
as unconditioned Existent 51–2, 54
and via negativa 53, 66
and wisdom 42–3

Noble Truths 14, 45, 55–7, 65, 91, 92–3
Table 3.2

not-self (anattā) 33, 107

O’Flaherty, Wendy Doniger 12

Padumuttara Buddha 139
Pali imaginaire 4–5, 19, 187–8
parama (farthest, best) 87
parinirvān

˙
a/parinibbāna (Enlightenment,

final nirvana) 39, 64
Path, the 50, 54–5, 66, 89, 90, 92, 93

Table 3.2, 116, 152, 171, 177, 179,
185–7

Attainment of Fruition of 46
Perfections 163–5
Phelps, Elizabeth Stuart 24
Prince, Gerald 111
Proust, Marcel 138
pūjā 119–20
purān

˙
a-s 137

Ramanujan, A. K. 128
Ramsey, Frank 185–6
rapture 94–8
rebirth, release from 27, 38, 52, 86,

91–2, 158
religion, meaning of term 10–11
Ricoeur, Paul 15, 111–12, 138
Rimmon-Kenan, Shlomith 101
Ryle, Gilbert 43

196 Index

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88198-2 - Nirvana: Concept, Imagery, Narrative
Steven Collins
Index
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521881982
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Saddhamma-saṅgaha 123
Sahampati, Brahmā 108, 153
Sakka, King of the Gods 134, 149, 176
Samiddhi 36–7
sammā -sambuddha-s (Fully Enlightened

Beings) 126, 127
Saṅkha, King 133–4, 173, 177
Sāriputta 109, 153, 172
Schrader, Otto 83, 84–5
Sermon, First 65, 123, 157
Silburn, Lilian 31
silence 58–60, 70–1, 75, 84–5, 113, 120, 186
Smith, Barbara Hernnstein 111, 186
Smith, Sydney 24
Spirited Utterances (Udāna) 47–51, 80
Spiro, Melford 10
suffering, types, 74–5; see also dukkha
Sumedha 137, 139–41, 142 Table 5.1, 144–7,

154, 156, 163
Swift, Graham 138
Swift, Jonathan 22

teaching (see also Dhamma)
according to the Abhidamma (Further

Teaching) 13–14
according to the Sutta-s (Discourses)

13–14
of a Buddha, see Dispensation
Buddha as his 116, 117–18

temporality 126, 138, 144
Tennyson, Alfred Lord 76–7
theodicy 3, 17
Theravāda Buddhism 8–10, 127
Thomas, E. J. 85
Thornton, Robert 18, 19
thought

and closure 16–28, 136
narrative 2, 12–16, 19–25, 28, 100,

110–25, 187
systematic 2, 12–19, 47, 58, 60, 70,

107, 187
Western (Christian) 2, 17, 21, 23–4, 56,

100–2, 108
time 29–31, 34–8, 100–10, 121

collective 105–6
as death 36–7

division into past, present and future
34–5

and Existents’ arising, presence and
cessation 34

freedom from, 35; see also timelessness
individual 106
narrated time (erzählte Zeit) 110–11
endings in 112–14, 114–21

of narration (Erzählzeit) 110, 111
and ending event 122–5

non-repetitive 102–6, 112–14, 137, 141,
144, 147

repetitive 102–5, 114–21, 137, 141,
144, 147

as right time 36–7
tales about/tales of 138
textualization of 15, 137–8
as wrong time 36

timelessness 19–20, 22, 29, 31, 34, 67; see
also eternity

tradition 6–7, 187, 188
types/tokens 107, 115

Unconditioned, the (asam
˙
khata) 8,

16–17, 19, 32–5, 40, 50–1, 54,
71, 107

Universal Monarch (cakkavatti) 128, 134
Unsaid 70–1
Upagutta 9
utopias 24, 134–5
eu-topia 8–9, 88
ou-topia 8–9, 88

Vacchagotta 82–3, 85
vam
˙
sa-s (Chronicles, Histories), 127,

135–8; see also Anāgatavam
˙
sa;

Buddhavam
˙
sa

Vipassı̄ Buddha 128–30, 170–1
Visuddhimagga 92, 94

Weber, Max 3
White, Hayden 15, 136
Williams, Bernard 20–1, 25, 27–8, 70
wisdom 42–3
Wittgenstein, Ludwig 185
Woolf, Virginia 138
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