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SACRED SCHISMS

Schism (from the Greek “to split”) refers to a group that breaks
away from another, usually larger organization and forms a new
organization. Though the term is typically confined to religious
schisms, it can be extended to other kinds of breakaway groups.
Because schisms emerge out of controversies, the term has negative
connotations. Though they are an important component of many
analyses, schisms in general have not been subjected to systematic
analysis.
This volume provides the first book-length study of religious

schisms as a general phenomenon. Some chapters examine specific
case studies while others provide surveys of the history of schisms
within larger religious traditions, such as Islam and Buddhism.
Other chapters are more theoretically focused. Examples are drawn
from a wide variety of different traditions and geographical areas,
from early Mediterranean Christianity to modern Japanese new
religions, and from the Jehovah’s Witnesses to Neopagans.

james r. lewis is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of
Wisconsin, Stevens Point. He is editor of a number of collected
works including The Invention of Sacred Tradition (2007) with Olav
Hammer, and author of numerous books and articles, including
Legitimating New Religions (2003).

sarah m. lewis is Lecturer in Religious Studies in the Department
of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Wales, Lampeter.

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

SACRED SCHISMS

How Religions Divide

edited by

JAMES R. LEWIS AND SARAH M. LEWIS

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521881470

© Cambridge University Press 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009
First paperback edition 2014

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Sacred schisms : how religions divide / [edited by] James R. Lewis, Sarah M. Lewis.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

isbn 978-0-521-88147-0 (hardback)
1. Religion–History. 2. Schism. I. Lewis, James R. II. Lewis, Sarah M.

bl65.h5s 33 2009
209–dc22   2009000048

isbn  978-0-521-88147-0  Hardback
isbn  978-1-107-68450-8  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of figures page vii
Notes on contributors viii
Acknowledgments xi

Introduction 1

James R. Lewis and Sarah M. Lewis

part i theoretical overview 9

1 Understanding schisms: theoretical explanations
for their origins 11

Roger Finke and Christopher P. Scheitle

part ii survey of schisms in selected traditions 35

2 Charismatic authority in Islam: an analysis of the
cause of schisms in the ummah 37

Ron Geaves

3 Schisms in Buddhism 61

Alan Cole

4 Schisms in Japanese new religious movements 83

Robert Kisala

part iii christian traditions 107

5 Finishing the Mystery: the Watch Tower and
“the 1917 schism” 109

George D. Chryssides

v

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

6 Challenges to charismatic authority in the
Unificationist Movement 129

David G. Bromley and Rachel S. Bobbitt

7 Persecution and schismogenesis: how a penitential
crisis over mass apostasy facilitated the triumph of
Catholic Christianity in the Roman Empire 147

Joseph M. Bryant

part iv western esoteric traditions 169

8 Church Universal and Triumphant: shelter,
succession and schism 171

Susan J. Palmer and Michael Abravanel

9 Schism and consolidation: the case of the
theosophical movement 196

Olav Hammer

10 Satanists and nuts: the role of schisms in modern Satanism 218

Jesper Aagaard Petersen

11 Schism as midwife: how conflict aided the birth of a
contemporary Pagan community 248

Murphy Pizza

part v non-western/postcolonial traditions 263

12 Succession, religious switching, and schism in
the Hare Krishna movement 265

E. Burke Rochford, Jr.

13 Schisms within Hindu guru groups: the Transcendental
Meditation movement in North America 287

Cynthia Ann Humes

14 Schism in Babylon: colonialism, Afro-Christianity
and Rastafari 306

Christopher Partridge

Index 332

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

1.1 A hypothetical distribution of religious niches page 15

1.2 Exchange and power dynamics in a centralized
denomination 20

1.3 Exchange and power dynamics in a decentralized/
charismatic denomination 21

7.1 Distributional pattern of latent factional dispositions within
the church, prior to the Decian persecution, 250 CE 166

7.2 Distributional pattern of factional dispositions within
the two churches, following schismogenic separation of
Catholics and Katharoi, c.260 CE 166

vii

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on contributors

michael abravanel is currently pursuing an MA in Human Systems
Intervention at Concordia University where he is a research and teaching
assistant. He has a BA Honours in Religion and has developed a special focus
on the history and philosophy of Church Universal and Triumphant and an
interest in theosophy and other related NRMs.

rachel s. bobbitt is a graduate student in the Sociology Program in the
Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond, Virginia. Her current research involves studying the
development of religious movements emanating out of Marian apparitions
and the role of religion in the public sphere.

david g. bromley is Professor of Religious Studies and Sociology in the
School of World Studies at Virginia Commonwealth University. His most
recent books are Teaching New Religious Movements (2007) and, with Douglas
Cowan, Cults and New Religious Movements: A Brief History (2007). He is past
president of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, former editor of the
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, and founding editor of the series
Religion and the Social Order.

joseph m. bryant holds a cross-appointment in the Department for the
Study of Religion and the Department of Sociology at the University of
Toronto. He is the author of Moral Codes and Social Structure in Ancient
Greece: A Sociology of Greek Ethics from Homer to the Epicureans and Stoics
(1996), and co-editor, with John Hall, of Historical Methods in the Social Sciences
(2005), a four-volume set in the series Benchmarks in Social Research Methods.

george d. chryssides is Head of Religious Studies at the University of
Wolverhampton. He has taught in several British universities. His publications
include The Advent of Sun Myung Moon (1991), Exploring New Religions (1999),
and Historical Dictionary of New Religious Movements (2001), as well as
numerous journal articles and contributions to anthologies on new religions.

viii

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

alan cole is full professor at Lewis & Clark College where he teaches in the
Religious Studies department and in the East Asian Studies program. He
recently published Text as Father: Paternal Seductions in Early Mahayana
Literature (2005), and is currently finishing a book on early Chan (Zen) entitled
Fathering Your Father: The Zen of Fabrication in Tang-Era Chinese Literature.

roger finke is Professor of Sociology and Religious Studies at the
Pennsylvania State University and is Director of the Association of Religion
Data Archives (www.theARDA.com). He is the co-author (with Rodney
Stark) of The Churching of America, 1776–2005 (2005) and Acts of Faith:
Explaining the Human Side of Religion (2000) as well as scores of research
articles. He is now completing cross-national research on religious regulation
and persecution, with a recent article (with Brian Grim) appearing in the
American Sociological Review.

ron geaves is Professor of Religious Studies and Chair at the Liverpool
Hope University. He is the author of Sectarian Influences in British Islam
(1996), Sufis of Britain: An Exploration of Muslim Identity (2000), Aspects of
Islam (2005), and Key Words in Islam (2006), and joint editor of Islam and the
West: Post-September 11th (2004) as well as having written journal articles and
contributions to edited works. His research interests are the diversity of Islam
and the reproduction of such diversity in the West.

olav hammer is Professor of History of Religions at the University of
Southern Denmark. He has published extensively on New Age religion,
Western esotericism and new religious movements. He is, inter alia, the
author of Claiming Knowledge: Strategies of Epistemology from Theosophy to the
New Age (2001) and, together with James Lewis, editor of The Invention of
Sacred Tradition (2008).

cynthia humes is Associate Professor of Religious Studies, as well as Chief
Technology Officer and Executive Director of Information Technology
Services at Claremont McKenna College. She is co-editor with Bradley R.
Hertel of Living Banaras: Religion in Cultural Context (1993; 1998), and with
Thomas A. Forsthoefel of Gurus in America (2005). Recently, she has co-
written a book on the history of the Transcendental Meditation movement in
the United States, with Dana Sawyer.

robert kisala is Fellow at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture
and Professor of Religious Studies at Nanzan University, Nagoya. His
publications include Prophets of Peace: Pacifism and Cultural Identity in Japan’ s
New Religions (1999) and Religion and Social Crisis in Japan: Understanding
Japanese Society through the Aum Affair (co-edited with Mark Mullins, 2001).

Notes on contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

susan j. palmer teaches in Religious Studies at Concordia University where
she is a Research Associate and Lecturer, and Dawson College, both in
Montreal. She has written four books on new religious movements, notably
Aliens Adored: Rael’ s UFO Religion (2004), AIDS as an Apocalyptic Metaphor
(1997), andMoon Sisters, KrishnaMothers, Rajneesh Lovers: Women’ s Roles in New
Religion (1994), and co-edited three volumes: Children in New Religions (1999),
Millennium, Messiahs and Mayhem (1998), and The Rajneesh Papers (1993). Her
next two books, Black Gnosis andThe NewHeretics of France, will appear in 2009.

christopher partridge is Professor of Religion at the University of
Lancaster. He is co-editor of the journal Fieldwork in Religion, and author of
The Re-enchantment of the West, 2 volumes (2004–6) and of H. H. Farmer’ s
Theological Interpretation of Religion (1998). He is the editor of several volumes
on religious belief in the contemporary world, including The World’ s Religions
(2005), Encyclopedia of New Religions (2004), Finding and Losing Faith: Studies
in Conversion (with Helen Reid, 2006), UFO Religions (2003), Mysticisms East
and West (with Theodore Gabriel, 2003), and Fundamentalisms (2001).

jesper aagaard petersen is PhD Fellow/Doctoral Candidate at the
Norwegian University of Science and Technology. He is the co-editor of The
Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Satanism (2008) and Controversial New Religions
(2005) with James R. Lewis, and is currently editing Embracing Satan:
Contemporary Religious Satanism.

murphy pizza is a PhD candidate in Anthropology and Comparative
Religions at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Through the Ethnic
Studies department at UWM, she has taught courses on Wicca and
Neopaganism and Western occult traditions. She is co-editor of the
forthcoming Handbook of Contemporary Paganism and a frequent book
reviewer for The Pomegranate: The International Journal of Pagan Studies.

e. burke rochford is Professor of Sociology and Religion at Middlebury
College. He has studied the Hare Krishna movement over the past thirty years
and has published numerous articles on the movement’s development. In
addition to his book Hare Krishna in America (1985) he has a forthcoming
book, Hare Krishna Transformed.

christopher p. scheitle is a doctoral candidate in the Department of
Sociology at the Pennsylvania State University. His research examines the
organizational structure and dynamics of religion in the United States. He has
previously published on such issues as denominational growth, financial
contributions to congregations, and religious organizations’ social networks. His
dissertation uses original data on over 1,900 of the largest Christian non-profit
organizations in theUnited States to understand their history, role, and operations.

x Notes on contributors

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-88147-0 — Sacred Schisms: How Religions Divide
Edited by James R. Lewis , Sarah M. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgments

In the process of compiling this book, we have incurred debts of gratitude
to numerous people, not all of whom we can acknowledge here without
generating a chapter-length document.

James Lewis owes a debt of gratitude to Evelyn Oliver, wife and
partner of two decades, who supported him during this project in ways
too numerous to mention.

Thanks are especially due to the contributors. We anticipate this will
become an important collection – one to which all future scholars writing
on schisms will refer – because of the high-quality chapters these indi-
viduals have contributed.

We thank Kate Brett, our acquisitions editor, who took interest in
the initial proposal and supported it through the approval process at
Cambridge University Press. Also, thanks to the manuscript’s anonymous
reviewers whose feedback led to improvements in the final product.

xi

www.cambridge.org/9780521881470
www.cambridge.org

