
Plato on the Rhetoric of Philosophers and Sophists

In this book, Marina McCoy explores Plato’s treatment of the rhetoric
of philosophers and sophists through a thematic treatment of six
different Platonic dialogues, including Apology, Protagoras, Gorgias,
Republic, Sophist, and Phaedrus. She argues that Plato presents the
philosophers and the sophists as difficult to distinguish insofar as
both use rhetoric as part of their arguments. Plato does not present
philosophy as rhetoric-free but rather shows that rhetoric is an inte-
gral part of the practice of philosophy. However, the philosopher and
the sophist are distinguished by the philosopher’s love of the forms
as the ultimate objects of desire. It is this love of the forms that informs
the philosopher’s rhetoric, which he uses to lead his partner to better
understand his deepest desires. McCoy’s work is of interest to philoso-
phers, classicists, and communications specialists alike in its careful
yet comprehensive treatment of philosophy, sophistry, and rhetoric
as portrayed through the drama of the dialogues.

Marina McCoy is assistant professor of philosophy at Boston College.
A former National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow, she has
published articles in several journals, including Ancient Philosophy and
Philosophy and Rhetoric.
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Enrique Hülsz, Michael Kelly, Thornton Lockwood, Arthur Madigan, SJ,

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87863-0 - Plato on the Rhetoric of Philosophers and Sophists
Marina McCoy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521878632
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii Acknowledgments

Joe McCoy, Matthew Ostrow, Nick Pappas, Nick Smith, and Ronald
Tacelli, SJ, for helpful comments on chapters or related talks or arti-
cles. Two anonymous referees also gave wonderful comments that greatly
improved the book. Special thanks are due to my editor at Cambridge
University Press, Beatrice Rehl, for all her work and amazing efficiency in
working with the book. Thanks also to Mary Cadette, my project manager,
and her staff. Any errors that remain are my own.

I thank my whole family but especially my parents and my husband,
John, and children, Katherine and James, for their understanding, sup-
port, and love while I was writing the book. They inspire me both as a
scholar but more importantly as a human being, and I am always grateful
for their loving presence.

Portions of this book formerly appeared in print and are reprinted
in part herein with permission of Ancient Philosophy and Polis: “Protago-
ras on Human Nature, Wisdom, and the Good: The Great Speech and
the Hedonism of Plato’s Protagoras,” Ancient Philosophy 18 (1998): 21–39;
and “Sophistry and Philosophy in Plato’s Republic,” Polis 22 (2) (2005):
265–286.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87863-0 - Plato on the Rhetoric of Philosophers and Sophists
Marina McCoy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521878632
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

