
sacrifice and gender in biblical law

The Hebrew Bible contains numerous laws for sacrificing animals, food, and
children. Most of these are highly specific about the gender of participants and,
especially, of victims. This book is an investigation of the significance of gender
distinctions in sacrificial rituals and how the rites reflect, create, and manage social
gender roles with their material prerogatives. Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
considers the laws of the firstborn, the ritual of the red cow, the prohibition on
boiling a kid in its mother’s milk, and other laws of purity and sacrifice; it shows
how gender distinctions in these rituals affect their form, their function, and their
legitimacy.

Nicole J. Ruane is a lecturer at the University of New Hampshire. She has previ-
ously taught at Syracuse University, Northeastern University, Union Theological
Seminary, and the General Theological Seminary. She has published dictionary
articles, and her work was included in A Question of Sex?, edited by Deborah
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www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law

nicole j. ruane
University of New Hampshire

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521877244

C© Nicole J. Ruane 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Ruane, Nicole J., 1970–

Sacrifice and gender in biblical law / Nicole J. Ruane. – First edition.
pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-0-521-87724-4 (hardback)

1. Sacrifice – Biblical teaching. 2. Sex role – Biblical teaching. 3. Gender identity in the Bible.
4. Animal sacrifice. 5. Bible.

O.T. – Criticism, interpretation, etc. I. Title.
bs1199.s2r83 2013

296.4′92–dc23 2013010928

isbn 978-0-521-87724-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of urls for
external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee

that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Drew and for Frank

�

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgments page xi

List of Abbreviations xiii

Introduction 1

Nancy Jay, Gender, and Sacrifice 5
Sacrifice 9
Biblical Law 12
Outline 16

1 Women’s Sacrificial Roles in Biblical Law 18

Women’s Variable Status in Written Rituals 18
Women as Officiants 22
Women as Offerers 27

Communal Offerings 27
Personal Offerings 29

Women as Consumers 33
Women as Slaughterers 34
Conclusion 37

2 Gender, Animals, and Sacrificial Victimology 40

Nomenclature 43
Public and Private Sacrifice 45
Gender and Hierarchy in Priestly Offerings 47
ʻŌlâ 47
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H. at.t. āʼt Offerings 130
The Red Cow as a Female Victim 132
Waters of Impurity 136
Redness and Blood 142
Sacred Impurity 144

Conclusion 145

5 Impurity and the Creation of Difference 148

Purity and Sacrifice 148
The Nature of Ritual Impurity 151
Purity and Gender Hierarchy 165
Skin Disease and the Function of Impurity 170
Corpse Contamination: Embracing the Rejected 172
Leviticus 15 175

Sexuality as Sickness 175
Genital Substance versus Gender Role 179
Menstrual Sex and the Contagion of Gender 181

Childbirth 184
The Greatest Impurity 185
Circumcision 188
Sacrifice, Purity, and the Personhood of Mothers 189

Conclusion: Purity, Gender, and Sacrifice 190

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS ix

6 Fathers and Firstlings: The Gendered Rhetoric of Child Sacrifice 194

Introduction 194
Firstborn and Firstlings 198
Redemption and the Fictional Victim 203
The Female Firstborn 205
Fathers and Firstlings 210
Mothers as Offerers 212
Mothers and Mōlek 215
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www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87724-4 - Sacrifice and Gender in Biblical Law
Nicole J. Ruane
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521877244
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521877244: 


