
THE SHEEP OF THE FOLD

The last generation of Gospel scholarship has considered the recons-
truction and analysis of the audience behind the Gospels as paradig-
matic. The key hermeneutical template for reading the Gospels has
been the quest for the community that each Gospel represents. But this
scholarly consensus regarding the audience of the Gospels has recently
been reconsidered. Using as a test case one of the most entrenched
Gospels, Edward Klink explores the evidence for the audience behind
the Gospel of John. This study challenges the current Gospel paradigm
by examining the community construct and its functional potential in
early Christianity, the appropriation of a Gospel text and J. L. Martyn’s
two-level reading of John, and the implied reader located within the nar-
rative. The study concludes by proposing a more appropriate audience
model for reading John, as well as some implications for the function
of the Gospel in early Christianity.

edward w. kl ink i i i is Assistant Professor of New Testament at
Talbot School of Theology, Biola University.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87582-0 - The Sheep of the Fold: The Audience and Origin of the
Gospel of John
Edward W. Klink III
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187582X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


SOCIETY FOR NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

M ON OGR A PH S ER IES

General Editor: John Court

141

THE SHEEP OF THE FOLD

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87582-0 - The Sheep of the Fold: The Audience and Origin of the
Gospel of John
Edward W. Klink III
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/052187582X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


SOCIETY FOR NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

M ON OGR A PH S ER IES

Recent titles in the series

126. From Hope to Despair in Thessalonica
colin r. nicholl
0 521 83142 3

127. Matthew’s Trilogy of Parables
wesley g. olmstead
0 521 83154 7

128. The People of God in the Apocalypse
stephen pattemore
0 521 83698 0

129. The Exorcism Stories in Luke–Acts
todd klutz
0 521 838045

130. Jews, Gentiles and Ethnic Reconciliation
tet-lim n. yee
0 521 83831 2

131. Ancient Rhetoric and Paul’s Apology
fredrick j. long
0 521 84233 6

132. Reconstructing Honor in Roman Philippi
joseph h. helleman
0 521 84909 8

133. Theological Hermeneutics and 1 Thessalonians
angus paddison
0 521 84983 7

134. Greco-Roman Culture and the Galilee of Jesus
mark a. chancey
0 521 84647 1

135. Christology and Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark
suzanne watts henderson
0 521 85906 9

136. The Judaean Poor and the Fourth Gospel
timothy j. m. l ing
0 521 85722 8

137. Paul, the Stoics, and the Body of Christ
michelle v. lee
0 521 86454 2

138. The Bridegroom Messiah and the People of God
jocelyn mcwhirter
0 521 86425 9

139. The Torn Veil
daniel m. gurtner
0 521 87064 X

140. Discerning the Spirits
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