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Foreword
Alan H. DeCherney

This fourth edition of Infertility in the Male certainly
disproves the call to arms of the reproductive medicine
community: when, in 1992, ICSI (intracytoplasmic
sperm injection) appeared in the armamentarium of
the infertility physicians it was claimed that urologists
no longer had a role in the management of infertile
men, except for obtaining sperm. This concept is cer-
tainly refuted and defeated by this exquisite revision of
abook whose first edition was published in 1983.

The editors have assembled all of the leaders in the
field to contribute on their individual areas of expertise,
yet the text has editorial consistency. All of the chapters
areextremelywell written, providingabasicfoundation
for practice and for the understanding of male factors
in infertility. The contributions are critical and crucial,
with exciting new information combining modern
insights on topics such as the determination of seminal
oxidants, the measurement of DNA fragmentation and
its role in infertility, and the genetic and epidemiologic
impact on infertility, to cite just a few, along with his-
torically documented concepts.

The book is well organized, and it is fascinating to
follow the course of the field through its development
and enhancement by rigorous scientific research. Of
special interest is the in-depth chapter on analyzing
male fertility data: as the authors putit, “our knowledge
of male infertility, its causes and treatments, ultimately
derives from raw observational and experimental data.
Transforming those data into information depends
on statistical analysis” This chapter provides a basic
understanding of statistical analysis, which, although
brief, is thorough.

The chapter on adverse effects of environmental
chemicals and drugs illustrates how current this text
is, as does the material on microdeletions found in the
Y chromosome. It is clear that male factor infertility
is a viable and exciting subspecialty of urology with a
bright, sanguine, and important future. This is further
illustrated by the stimulating chapter on genetic aspects
of infertility, which includes a discussion of apoptotic

changes - research which will be applied in the clinic
setting in the future.

The book provides comprehensive descriptions of
normal and abnormal male reproductive physiology
and pathophysiology, while also supplying great
insights into diagnosis and treatment of the range
of conditions underlying infertility in the male. It is
therefore the “bible” for urologists, urologists in train-
ing, and individuals having a profound interest in male
reproduction (i.e. reproductive endocrinologists).

This beautifully illustrated and well-edited text also
provides an exciting forum for what the future holds.
The book not only provides academic material, but also
serves as amanual for carrying out procedures. Thisisa
required read for anyone interested in male infertility.
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