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Security has become a defining feature of contemporary public dis-
course, permeating the so-called ‘war on terror’, problems of everyday
crime and disorder, the reconstruction of ‘weak’ or ‘failed’ states and
the dramatic renaissance of the private security industry. But what does
it mean for individuals to be secure, and what is the relationship
between security and the practices of the modern state? In this timely
and important book, Ian Loader and Neil Walker outline and defend
the view that security remains a valuable public good. They argue that
the state is indispensable to the task of fostering and sustaining liveable
political communities in the contemporary world and thus pivotal to
the project of civilizing security. This is a major contribution by two
leading scholars in the field and will be of interest to anyone wishing
to deepen their understanding of one of the most significant and press-
ing issues of our times.

Ian Loader is Professor of Criminology and Director of the Centre for
Criminology at the University of Oxford. He is the author of Policing
and the Condition of England (with A. Mulcahy, 2003) and Crime and
Social Change in Middle England (with E. Girling and R. Sparks,
2000) and an editor of the British Journal of Criminology. Ian is a
leading authority on contemporary transformations in policing and
security.

Neil Walker is Professor of European Law in the Department of Law
at the European University Institute, Florence, and (for 2007) the
Tercentenary Professor of Law at the University of Edinburgh. He has
made well-known contributions to questions of transnational consti-
tutional theory as well as to the study of policing and security. He has
recently edited Europe’s Area of Freedom, Security and Justice (2004)
and Relocating Sovereignty (2006).
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