
The Shadow of Callimachus

Through a series of critical readings this book builds a picture of the Roman
reaction to, and adoption of, the Greek poetry of the last three pre-Christian
centuries. Although the greatest figure of Greek poetry after Alexander,
Callimachus of Cyrene, and his contemporaries, stand at the heart of the
book, the individual studies embrace the full scope of what remains of
Hellenistic poetry, both high literary productions and the more marginal
poetry, such as that in honour of the great goddess Isis. The singularity
of the poetry of Catullus and Virgil, of Horace and the elegists, emerges
as more rich and complex than has hitherto been appreciated. Individual
studies concern the poets’ declared attitudes to their own work, the figure
of Dionysus/Bacchus and the poetry of world conquest, the creation of
similes, and the conversion of Greek bucolic into Latin pastoral.

Richard Hunter is Regius Professor of Greek in the University of
Cambridge and a Fellow of Trinity College. He has published exten-
sively in the fields of Greek and Latin literature; his most recent books
include Theocritus: a selection (1999), Theocritus: Encomium of Ptolemy
Philadelphus (2003), Plato’s Symposium (2004), and (with M. Fantuzzi)
Tradition and Innovation in Hellenistic Poetry (2004).
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Series editors
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This series promotes approaches to Roman literature which are open to dialogue
with current work in other areas of the classics, and in the humanities at large.
The pursuit of contacts with cognate fields such as social history, anthropology,
history of thought, linguistics and literary theory is in the best traditions of classical
scholarship: the study of Roman literature, no less than Greek, has much to gain
from engaging with these other contexts and intellectual traditions. The series
offers a forum in which readers of Latin texts can sharpen their readings by placing
them in broader and better-defined contexts, and in which other classicists and
humanists can explore the general or particular implications of their work for
readers of Latin texts. The books all constitute original and innovative research
and are envisaged as suggestive essays whose aim is to stimulate debate.
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